COURSE TITLE:  CONCERT BAND

2011/12
Course Description:  Concert Band is a performance course designed to provide students with a better understanding of instrumental performance in a concert band setting.  This is achieved through both listening and playing music.  The student will acquire the knowledge of practice and performance discipline, musicality, sound concepts, breath support and rhythmic integrity.

Course Requirements and Required Materials:


1)  Knowledge of playing a wind or percussion instrument


2)  Various exercises and music literature to be given throughout the year

Course Objectives:  To perform music at a high level.  This requires high standards that will be achieved through disciplined practice, sectional rehearsals and daily rehearsals using a fundamental approach to playing and performing.

COURSE OUTLINE:

First Quarter:

 I.  Football Pep Band


A.  Marching Basics


B.  Fundamentals of Music Performance


C.  Four to six required performances 


D.  Required rehearsals outside of the school day 

II.  Concert Band


A.  Fundamentals of tone production and rhythm


B.  Balance, blend and pitch matching within the ensemble


C.  Required, sectional rehearsals outside of the school day


D.  One required performance

Second Quarter:

 I.  Concert Band


A.  Fundamentals of tone production and rhythm


B.  Balance, blend and pitch matching within the ensemble


C.  Required, sectional rehearsals outside of the school day


D.  One or two required performances

 II.  Basketball Pep Band


A.  Performances at selected home basketball games.

Third Quarter:

I.  Concert Band


A.  Fundamentals of tone production and rhythm


B.  Balance, blend and pitch matching within the ensemble


C.  Required, sectional rehearsals outside of the school day


D.  One or two required performances

 II.  Basketball Pep Band


A.  Performances at selected home basketball games.  

Fourth Quarter:

I.  Concert Band


A.  Fundamentals of tone production and rhythm


B.  Balance, blend and pitch matching within the ensemble


C.  Required, sectional rehearsals outside of the school day


D.  Two or three required performances

COURSE EXPECTATIONS: Mr. Thomas E. Seaman

I.  Required materials


A.  Instrument


B.  Proper supplies for respective instrument (reeds, oil, mouthpiece, sticks, etc.)


C.  Assigned Music


D.  Agenda Book


E.  The ability to make a digital audio recording of oneself either at home (preferred) or at 

      school

II.  Classroom policy and procedures


A.  Students are expected to be on time and focused for rehearsals.


B.  Respect students and their instruments.  Students are only to play their own instrument.


C.  No playing of instrument unless instructed by the director.


D.  Respect school owned equipment.


E.  Store instrument in proper place.


F.  Store music in proper place (a music stand is not a proper place to store music).

III.  Homework policy


A.  Students are expected to practice their music outside of rehearsal time so that rehearsal 
      time can be used to put all the different parts of the band together and make them as 

      one.  Students should practice at home a minimum of 20 minutes per day.


1.  When practicing, students should concentrate on the following elements, listed in 

     their order of importance:




a.  Tone production 




b.  Starting, sustaining and releasing the tone




c.  Holding still (helps keep tone steady)



d.  Counting time with a feeling of good rhythm




e.  The routine of musical expression



f.  Register of instrument (low and high)




g.  Technical efficiency




h.  Style and interpretation

IV.  Evaluation/grades


A.  Grades are broken down in three categories.  



1.  Attitude, effort and attendance (40% of total grade)




a.  Being in the proper place at the proper time with the proper




     materials and equipment, ready to work.




b.  Taking instrument home and practicing on a daily basis.




c.  Personal responsibility for instrument, equipment, uniform and music.




d.  Proper rehearsal and performance behavior.




e.  Attendance to extra rehearsals (when called for) are mandatory.  Students 



     may be excused if a note from the parents is received and approved by the 



     director at least 24 hours prior to the rehearsal date.



2.  Performances (40% of total grade)




a.  Any missed performance is grounds for failure for the quarter.  Students 


     may be excused if a letter from the parents is received and approved by 


     the director at least 2 weeks prior to the performance date for concerts and 


    contests and at least 48 hours prior for pep band performances.



3.  Ability and improvement (20% of total grade)




a.  Based on playing tests and other assignments given throughout the year.
V.  Attendance/abscence


A.  Daily attendance is vital to the success of a musical ensemble.  Each member depends 
      on the other for their success.  Please, take care of yourself and try not to get sick.


B.  Refer to the section on “Evaluation/grades” for further information on attendance.

VI.  Teacher availability

    
 My daily schedule changes throughout the year.  Please call and arrange an appointment if 
 you need to see me.  I can be reached at 847-392-4050, ext. 263 or by e-mail at 


 tseaman@saintviator.com.  Any student who needs to e-mail me must include his/her 

parent’s official e-mail address in the “CC” section of the e-mail.  I cannot reply to any 


student e-mail that does not include this information.  Please note that I only check my

e-mail during the school week, from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  I will make every effort to


respond to my e-mails in a timely fashion.

