COURSE TITLE:  JAZZ BAND

2011/12
Course Description:  Jazz Band is an auditioned ensemble that meets on selected evenings during the week.  Members of this ensemble learn to play various styles of jazz, improvise, appreciate jazz legends, and perform on several occasions throughout the school year.

Course Requirements and Required Materials:  

I.  Audition

II.  Music and exercises given throughout the year

Course Objectives:  Acquire the skills to perform jazz music at a high level of mastery, learn various improvisational techniques and develop the musical ear.

COURSE OUTLINE:

I.  First Quarter:


A.  Fundamentals of rhythm and ensemble playing

B.  Historical figures and jazz terminology 


C.  Introduction to improvisation


D.  At least one required performance

II.  Second Quarter:


A.  Focus on ensemble techniques

B.  Historical figures and jazz terminology

C.  Improvisation techniques and ear training


D.  Two to four required performances

III.  Third Quarter:


A.  Focus on ensemble techniques


B.  Historical figures and jazz terminology


C.  Improvisation techniques and ear training

D.  One required performance

IV.  Fourth Quarter:


A.  Focus on ensemble techniques


B.  Historical figures and jazz terminology


C.  Improvisation techniques and ear training

D.  Two or three required performances

COURSE EXPECTATIONS: Mr. Thomas E. Seaman

I.  Required materials


A.  Instrument 


B.  Music

II.  Classroom policy & procedures


A.  Students are expected to be on time for rehearsals.


B.  Respect students and their instruments.  Students should only play their own instrument.


C.  Respect school owned equipment.

III.  Homework policy

A. Students are expected to practice their music outside of rehearsal time, so rehearsal time can be used to put all the different parts of the band together and make them as one.  

B. Students should practice a minimum of 20 minutes per day and listen to jazz music.
IV.  Evaluation/grades 


A.  Attitude and effort   (40% of total grade).



1.  Being in the proper place at the proper time with the proper materials and 


     equipment, ready to work.



2.  Taking instrument home on a daily basis.



3.  Personal responsibility for instrument, equipment, uniform and music.



4.  Proper rehearsal and performance behavior.



5.  Having and maintaining proper uniform.


B.  Performances (40% of total grade)

1.  Any missed performance is grounds for failure.  Students may be excused if a      letter from the parents is received and approved by the director at least two weeks prior to the performance date.



2.  Performances are considered the same as tests and exams.


C.  Ability (20% of total grade)



1.  Grades on various types of assignments.
V.  Attendance/absence


A.  Students are expected to be at all rehearsals and performances.  

B.  If you need to be excused from a rehearsal or performance, you need to make arrangements with the director at least 24  hours prior to the rehearsal or two weeks prior of the performance date.

VI.  Teacher availability

My daily schedule changes throughout the year.  Please call and arrange an appointment if 
 you need to see me.  I can be reached at 847-392-4050, ext. 263 or by e-mail at 


 tseaman@saintviator.com.  Any student who needs to e-mail me must include his/her 


parent’s official e-mail address in the “CC” section of the e-mail.  I cannot reply to any 


student e-mail that does not include this information.  Please note that I only check my


e-mail during the school week, from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  I will make every effort to


respond to my e-mails in a timely fashion.
