COURSE TITLE: MUSIC THEORY AND TECHNOLOGY

2011/12
Course Description:  This course will give the students insight as to how music is created.  It is designed to help the student use the theory of music to compose music with the help of technology.

Course Requirements:


1) Alfred’s Essentials of Music Theory, Complete Edition
Course Objectives: It is the goal of this course to educate the student in music so that the student may be able to compose their own music through the aid of 
technology.

Course Outline:

Music Theory and Technology:

I.  Section 1


A.  The staff and reading notes on the staff


B.  Note values and simple rhythm concepts


C.  Simple repeats


D.  Dynamics, Tempo and Articulation


E.  Note alterations (flats, sharps & naturals)


F.  Test

II.  Section 2


A.  Tetrachords and scale construction


B.  Scales and intervals


C.  Interval characteristics


D.  Complex rhythms


E.  Compound time and more complex rhythms


F.  Introduction to chord construction


G.  Test

III.  Section 3


A.  Chord inversions


B.  Minor scales and triads


C.  Chord progressions and Modes


D.  Harmonizing and Voice leading


E.  Blues form



1.  Blues project using MIDI technology


F.  Basic forms of music


G.  Final project



1.  Write and original song using MIDI technology


H.  Final exam

Note:  Music technology will be introduced and taught throughout the second and third sections and will be utilized for in class assignments.

COURSE EXPECTATIONS: Mr Thomas E. Seaman

Music Theory and Technology:

I.  Required Materials


A.  Students are expected to purchase the text Alfred’s Essentials of Music Theory

      from the bookstore. 

II.  Classroom policy & procedures


A.  Students are expected to be on time. 


B.  Respect the computer work stations and equipment.  Students who abuse the equipment will be restricted 
      from using the computer work stations.


C.  Keep the noise level down.  During non-lecture times, students are permitted to talk quietly.  If 
       
      conversations become too loud, this privilege will be removed.


D.  Respect others and their ideas.


E.  Pay attention to instructions.   It is imperative for the student to pay attention in class and ask questions.  If 
      the material covered in the first quarter is not fully understood, the second quarter will be extremely 
   
      difficult for the student as we will be applying the fundamentals of music and creating our own music.

III.  Homework policy


A.  Homework will be assigned from time to time but most work will be completed in the 

     
      classroom.

IV.  Evaluation/grades

A. Daily work and homework will comprise 80% of the grade during the first quarter of the semester and

40% of the grade during the second quarter of the semester


B.  Computer projects will comprise 40% of the grade during the second quarter only.


C.  Tests and quizzes will comprise 20% of the grade.

V.  Attendance/abscence


A.  All students are responsible for work missed while absent.


B.  Students are responsible for scheduling times to use the computers to make up computer assignments 
   
     missed while absent.  These times need to be outside of class time.

VI.  Teacher availability

My daily schedule changes throughout the year.  Please call and arrange an appointment if 
 you need to see me.  I can be reached at 847-392-4050, ext. 263 or by e-mail at 


 tseaman@saintviator.com.  Any student who needs to e-mail me must include his/her 


parent’s official e-mail address in the “CC” section of the e-mail.  I cannot reply to any 


student e-mail that does not include this information.  Please note that I only check my


e-mail during the school week, from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  I will make every effort to


respond to my e-mails in a timely fashion.

