	Latin America

	Poverty
	Increased due to overpopulation

	Late 1980’s-1990’s movement toward democracy
	Recession caused economic slowdown in the economy.  Elections opened up for local, state, & national affairs.

	Power of military dictators (Perone, Pinnochet)
	

	Power of Catholic Church
	

	Bay of Pigs
	US attempt to overthrow Fidel Castro that failed.  Trained anti-Cuban exiles to fight Castro’s forces but did not support them with air strikes.

	Cuban Missile Crisis
	USSR backs communist Cuba economically and puts nuclear missiles in Cuba that could attack US.  US finds out about it (places nuclear weapons in Turkey) and negotiations occur that both countries remove these.  US agrees not to invade Cuba.  Neither side wanted a nuclear war.

	Communism in Cuba
	Communism & Nationalistic feelings inspired revolutionary movements

	Sandinista Rebels in Nicaragua
	

	NAFTA
	North American Free Trade Agreement:

--Agreement between US, Canada, & Mexico to establish free trade between countries

--supporters said it would raise number of high paying jobs in US & increase standard of living

--opponents said it would send American jobs to Mexico; harm the environment; US would lose control of economic policy-making

	Import substitution
	Local manufacturers produce goods to replace imported products

	Urbanization
	Growth of cities and migration into cities

	Inflation
	Decline in  the value of money, accompanied by a rise in the prices of goods and services

	Describe was has happened to the population of Latin America?
	Huge gap between rich and poor

	Fidel Castro
	Dictator of Cuba from 1959 to present (though in poor health and older).  Overthrew Batista’s dictatorship

	What are some of the serious problems Latin America faces because of population growth?
	--Most people lived in poverty

--not enough land to grow food

	What problems do Latin America economies face?
	Intensified because country lived beyond its means

	What is education like in Latin American Countries?
	

	Marxism
	Radical type of socialism (operate for the welfare of all)

	Why do you think Marxism appealed to some people in Latin America?
	Because of huge gap between rich and poor; wanted to do away with social classes

	Why do you think military regimes gained power in Latin America in the 1960’s & 1970’s?
	

	What is the United States Response to Communist or Marxist Threats?
	

	What signs of democracy can be seen more recently in Latin American countries?
	Restore human rights, rebuild the economy

	Who were Juan & Eva Perone?
	Husband & wife team; he was dictator of Argentina; enacted reforms in Argentina; captured the hearts of the people

	What is Peronism?
	Belief in polices of Perone

	What did it provide for Argentina’s people?
	Reforms in Argentina including schools, strengthening labor unions, & granting women voting rights.  

	Liberation Theology
	--Belief in God gives people in poverty hope to be liberated with God

--poverty caused people to turn to Catholic Church

--strong faith is a way to “liberate” people from the squalor they live in and hope for better afterlife 

	What is the role of the Catholic Church in Latin America?
	Advocated for social reforms

	Why do you think liberation theology has become such a powerful force in Latin America?
	Gives people hope

	Immigration & Drugs
	--Illegal drug traffic from Latin American countries into the US has been a huge problem

--Illegal immigration into the US is also a key concern especially in border areas like Southern California, Texas, and Arizona

	Mother’s of the Plaza de Mayo
	--in late 1970’s, Argentina fell into the hands of a harsh military regime

--Over these years, 30,000 young men and women were killed for their anger with the government

---The mothers of these “missing” children decided to meet in the Plaza de Mayo to stand up and protest the government


