	Middle East Terms & Concepts

	Iran-Iraq War

	Iranian Revolution Causes:
	· Writings of Khomeini circulated widely in Iran
· Iranian discontent w/ current dictatorship of Shah

· Khomeini’s protest materials provoked Iranians

	Khomeini (creation of an Islamic Republic)
	· Encouraged Muslim radicals to overthrow secular government
· Intended to unify Muslims, this heightened tensions between Iran and Iraq

	Desert Storm
	· Continued hostility between Iran & Kuwait over territory
· Kuwait oil rigs were illegally tapping into Iraqi oil fields 

· Was first Persian Gulf War between Iraq & Iran; strained relations between Baghdad & Kuwait

· Results: Saddam Hussein’s government retained a strong grip of power in Iraq

	Islamic Fundamentalism
	· A political and religious movement seeking to change laws
· Muslims belief that the Koran was dictated by Allah through the Archangel Gabriel to the prophet Muhammad
· Problems of world are from modern influences

· Salvation lies in the return of the original message of faith

	Taliban
	· Islamic religious students fought the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan

· Advocates strict and extreme versions of Sunni Islam (restrictions on women, destruction of Buddha figures)

· Siezed power and established an Islamic government

	Oil
	· Middle East produces over 30% of world’s oil

· The United States uses 35% of the world’s oil

	Strait of Hormuz and Suez Canal
	· Strait of Hormuz: connects the Persian Gulf & Arabian Sea

· Suez Canal: runs along Egypt’s eastern border between Gulf of Suez and Mediterranean Sea

	Balfour Declaration
	· Written letter which is the basic movement to create a Jewish state in Palistine

	Zionism
	· Movement to promote the establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine

	Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)
	· Dedicated to the establishment of an independent state for Palestinians in the Middle East

· Carried out many attacks against Isreal

	Yassir Arafat
	· Chairman of the PLO

	Camp David Accords (1020)
	· Signed in 1979, ended 30 years of hostility between Egypt and Isreal

· Became first signed agreement between Isreal and an Arab country


