	Middle East Terms & Concepts

	War in the Persian Gulf

	What started the Iran-Iraq War?
	1980: Iraqi land and air invasion of West Iran. Iraqi’s claim Iran had been attacking them with artillery; Two countries fought over Shattab Arab waterway

	Why were chemical weapons used?
	Iran used offensive methods toward Iraq--causing them to use chemical weapons

	How did the US and other western nations get involved? 
	They got involved in 1987 after Iran attacked tankers in Persian Gulf.  

	Who supplied weapons to Iran & Iraq?
	Iran got weapons from North Korea, China, and US (supported by Syria & Libya).  Iraq got weapons from Soviet Union (supported by Western nations and Arab nations)

	Why do you think Iraq might have been afraid of Iran’s new Islamic Fundamentalist government?
	They might support the Shiite Muslims to rise up against the Sunni Muslims & take more territory

	What started the second Persian Gulf War (Desert Storm)?
	1990:  Iraq considered Kuwait part of Iraq; 
           Iraq said Kuwait illegally was tapping Iraq oil

           Strained relations between Baghdad and Kuwait 

	What was the outcome of Desert Storm?
	Kuwait’s government was restored; Iraq was defeated; Iraq (Saddam Hussein’s government) remained strong in Iraq; Iraq had to accept “no-fly zone” over Iraq and UN weapons inspections; economic and trade sanctions continued; Syria moved in to crush resistance over its control of Libya; Saudi Arabia expelled almost a million Yemen’s guest workers because Yemen had sympathy for Iraq 

	Iranian Revolution

	How was the Ayatollah Khomeini gain able to gain support in Iran?
	His protest writings were circulated that opposed the dictatorship of the Shah of Iran; war was based on Islamic Fundamentalism; 2 groups opposed Shah—religious group and liberal group that wanted westernization

	How was the Shah’s government weakened and why was he losing control?
	Citizens were staging demonstrations and the Shah was ordering the police and military to stop these by shooting the people

	What kinds of strikes & unrest were taking place?
	Students protested President Carter’s visit to Iran; 40 days after massacre of the students citizens commemorated their deaths as martyrs and to protest government; 40 days after that massacre, people protested again; demonstrations continued; Shah tried to allow demonstrations without violence but on “Black Friday” fired on demonstrators; revolutionaries changed to strikes 

	What did Khomeini do when he returned to Iran?
	Refused to return to Iran until Shah was gone: Declared a new Islamic Republic when he came to power

	What is theocracy?
	A government controlled by religious leaders 



	Key Terms

	What is the Islamic concept of “jihad” and how has it been variously interpreted?
	a. Striving or struggling in the way of Allah (God) to do what is right

b. Holy war

	What sect of Islam does the Taliban adhere to and do its tenets differ from more mainline denominations of Sunni Islam?
	a. Strict and extreme version of Sunni Islam

b. Yes because it is a more severe version of Islam

	What is Islam Fundamentalism? Where do fundamentalists feel problems come from? How is Islamic Fundamentalism a political movement?
	Belief Quran was dictated by Allah

	Where do fundamentalists feel problems come from?
	Modern influences



	How is Islamic Fundamentalism is a political movement?
	They want to change laws



	What is the Koran’s stance on suicide?
	It is morally wrong to commit suicide



	Are suicide bombers who cite a heavenly afterlife as a reward for their deeds following a misinterpretation of the scripture?
	Yes because they are taking innocent lives and that is forbidden

	Oil

	What are some Middle Eastern countries that are large producers of oil?
	Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq

	How much oil does the Middle East produce?
	More than 30%

	Who is the largest consumer of oil? How much?
	The US. with 25.4%  (19.7 million barrels of oil a day)

	What is OPEC?  How does OPEC control oil supplies & prices?
	Oil & Petroleum Exporting Countries: international organization of 11 countries that produce oil—supply about 40% of the world’s oil.  They adjust oil output to help ensure a balance between supply and demand.

	How important is OPEC in the world economy?
	It brings harmony and stability to the oil makers

	How do you think oil impacts US policy towards Middle Eastern countries?
	The US tries to stay in a favorable relation with oil producing nations to maintain a steady supply


