	Revolution in Iran

	Long-Term Causes

· Oil fields discovered in Iran in early 1900’s

· Oil right sold to foreigners; Britain & Russia set up spheres of influence in Iran

· Iranian nationalists resent western interference

· Modernization efforts fail to benefit common people

· Muslim religious leaders condemn modernization efforts

· Iran becomes focus of Cold War rivalries

· Islamic revival begins in 1970’s
	Immediate Causes

· Shah introduces “reform from above”
· As opposition to Shah grows, he becomes more repressive
· Exiled Ruhollah Khomeini speaks out forcefully against the Shah and his American backers
· Iranians protest Shah’s policies

	Immediate Effects

· Shah flees Iran

· Khomeini returns to Iran to guide leaders to new government

· Revolutionists take 53 Americans hostage

· Government imposes strict code of behavior, bans western books and music, and overturns women’s rights legislation
	Long-Term Effects

· Iran tries to encourage revolution in other Muslim countries 
· Iran is isolated by international community
· Living conditions do not improve a great deal; poverty & unemployment continue
· War with Iraq drains resources

	Connections Today

· Iran works to improve relations with the West and other Muslim nations
· Debate continues in Iran about how to modernize while remaining loyal to Islamic principles


