The Tragedy of

Julius Caesar
By

William Shakespeare

Notes

This is not a “history” play.  It is made up, but is based on a true historical event.

· 44 BC,  Rome,  Republic and Military State (a democracy)

· The play is a Tragedy and follows a certain format; is one huge poem

Play opens: February 14-15, 44 BC

· Caesar’s assassination on March 15th (Ides of March)

· Triumvirate: 3-man rule

· First Triumvirate: Caesar, Pompey, Crassus

· Play is written in Iamic Pentameter:  Every two syllables equals one meter; 5 pentameters; has rhythm (ten beats per line more or less=syllables)

· Often at the end of scenes (couplets: 2 lines that rhyme) gives feeling of finality to the scene

MAIN CHARACTERS:

· Julius Caesar:  “Veni, Vidi, Vici”—“I came, I saw, I conquered”

· A kind and thoughtful ruler

· Plays a small part in the play

· Calpurnia—barren wife

· Marcus Brutus: main character of this play

· Soldier in his 20-30’s 

· Extremely well-liked; quiet, reflective man

· Family: wife Portia and children

· His heritage: he was from the line of the leaders of Rome

· He is possibly Caesar’s illegitimate son

· Gaius Cassius: a soldier

· Same age as Brutus

· Married to Brutus’ sister

· “bitterness”

· Competitive and jealous

· Known as “the instigator”

· Marc Antony: Caesar’s body guard

· Strong but not too smart

· “brawn but no brain”

· Dedicated to Caesar

· Portia: Brutus’ wife

· Calpurnia: Caesar’s wife

Act 1, Scene 1:
Characters:  Flavius & Marullus—tribunes (police) and they are against Caesar


        Carpenter & Cobbler—ordinary people and they are in favor of Caesar

Setting:  February 15, 44 BC

Notes on act:

· The people are celebrating in the streets & supposed to be working

· The tribunes stop them

· (35-60) Marullus: saying Romans are hypocrites because they cheer for Caesar who had Pompey killed (killing part of the Triumvirate)

· People are supposed to have a sign of their profession, and the Carpenter doesn’t when he is questioned by tribunes

· (75-80) Flavius: Let’s not give too much praise to Caesar.  He is going to gain too much power & become a dictator.  He wants to stop the people from celebrating and praising Caesar and treating him like a hero.

· Conflict: Some people like Caesar (like a god) vs. people who fear Caesar will be come too powerful & enslave the people and become a dictator.

· Pro-Caesar: mostly common people—working class (plebians)

· Anti-Caesar: mostly nobles (patricians) and aristocrats

Act 1. Scene 2:

Characters:  Caesar, Calpurnia, Casca, Antony, Soothsayer, Brutus, Cassius

Setting:  February 15th; Caesar’s ceremonial entrance in Rome; “his train”—group of followers that follow him throughout Rome

Notes:

· Soothsayer calls out to Caesar to beware the Ides of March (March 15th)

· This foreshadows Caesar’s death

· Caesar says soothsayer is a dreamer, let’s leave

· There are Olympic type games going on in Rome, young men “run the course”

· “to run the course”—if the young men touch women during the race with a whip-like thing they are carrying, it is thought to help them conceive a child that year.

· Caesar wants Antony to touch Calpurnia because she is sterile.  However, she is older and not likely to have a child anymore.

· Antony: Caesar’s body guard, totally dedicated to Caesar, “a jock” 

· (30-187) Brutus & Cassius (instigator of conspiracy)

· They have a secretive dialogue

· (115) Cassius wants to know why Caesar needed to be saved from drowning and why he should exalted to a strong status.  He is upset that there isn’t a Triumvirate.

· Cassius will be Brutus’ “mirror”: help Brutus see things clearly

· Cassius is suggesting Caesar’s assassination; hinting at it

· (70) Brutus knows Cassius is plotting some bad plan but he isn’t into doing anything bad at this point

· Brutus is afraid the people want Caesar to become a king: goes against policy of democracy

· (170-185) Brutus figures out Cassius is trying to reform Triumvirate with Julius Caesar, Brutus and Cassius

· (177-179) Brutus is willing to consider Cassius’ plan but has to think about it

· (15) Brutus says he is not an athlete, he’s more of a thinker

· (37-53) Cassius tells Brutus he notices Brutus has appeared sad lately.  Brutus says he is “with himself at war”.  It has nothing to do with anyone.

· (186-224) Caesar has epilepsy; he is out of breath when he came back from the games

· Caesar does not trust skinny men; they are energetic and get into things that they are not supposed to be into

· Caesar doesn’t trust Cassius “he is hungry” and dangerous

· Antony tries to make Caesar believe Cassius is not dangerous (he should have told Caesar he would watch him but he is too dumb to realize a danger)

· (223-) Caesar tells his left ear is deaf

· Caesar has good instincts about people

· (228-306) Casca was over at the games with Caesar (he is one of the 8 conspirators) and is a “sour” person

· Casca tells Caesar was offered the crown of Rome 3 times (small crown) and Caesar rejected it

· Casca believes Caesar really wanted the crown

· 3 is a big number to the Roman people; superstition; related to evil ex. 3-15

· Cicero is mentioned as the wise old senator

· Cassius has a Solioquy (one character stays on stage and tells a lot of information, usually the truth and inner thoughts)

· (307-334) Cassius believes he needs Brutus to kill Caesar because Julius Caesar likes Brutus & doesn’t like Cassius

· Cassius is going to write notes “writings” to Brutus and make it look the citizens of Rome are trying convince him to get rid of Caesar.  They will praise Brutus and tell how unfair Caesar is.

· “for we will shake him, or worse days endure”—foreshadows Caesar’s death

· Cassius thinks he can change Brutus

Act 1, Scene 3

Characters: Cicero, Casca, Cassius, Cinna

Setting: the night before the assassination; March 14, 44 BC

Foreshadowing: something is wrong and something bad is going to happen; many weird things are happening; ie. weather problems, storms, earthquakes, tidal waves, tsunami; “the bird of night” is out in the daytime (owl)

Notes:

· Conspirators have been picked (8).   Six are mentioned in this act.

· Cicero is in this scene but he is not one of the conspirators.  He is a wise old senator who speaks Greek

· Cicero is worried because of all the weird things that are happening

· (120-125) Casca joins the conspiracy; shakes hands with Cassius

· Cinna: part of the conspiracy; told to deliver papers to Brutus by putting them where Brutus will find them; these are the fake notes from the citizens of Rome.  They want Brutus to join because he is powerful and Caesar’s son.

· (75-81) Comparing Caesar to a lion

· (150) wax was used to attach the notes to the statue for Brutus to find

· (159) Brutus is almost convinced 

· Men are waiting in Pompey’s Porch (irony—Caesar killed Pompey)

· (88-103) The senators of Rome are going to crown Caesar tomorrow. Cassius shows his dagger.  Could kill Caesar or himself.  Decides it is better to kill Caesar

· (107-108)  Caesar would be a wolf or lion; Caesar does not want to become a predator but the people are naive and want to make him a dictator vs. having a Triumvirate

· (154) Metellus Cimbar named as another conspirator

· (162-164) Casca: if we get Brutus on our side; it will make the murder look like it was a good thing if Caesar’s son participated.

· Casca & Cassius: goin to Brutus’ home at end of scene to convince him to join their cause against Caesar

· Scene ends after midnight on March 15
Act 2, Scene 1
Characters:  Brutus, Lucius, Cassius, Casca, Decius, Cinna, Metellus, Trebonius
· Brutus is considering killing Caesar in the “ladder-adder” soliloquy

· It must be by his death

Orchard Scene
· Brutus reads another letter

· Conspirators enter (Cassius, Casca, Decius, Cinna, Metellus, Trebonius, plus later Brutus, Ligarius)

· Brutus discussion

· Brutus shakes hands with everyone, symbol of his resolution to become part of the plot to kill Caesar

· Clock strikes 3 a.m.; they want to go to Caesar’s house by 8 a.m.

· Clock is an anachronism because it is out of place; didn’t have clocks then; others are shaking hands, wearing hats, jackets, chimneys

· Augurers: person Caesar calls in to see if certain events should be done on a certain days.  If that person said they shouldn’t do it, then they wouldn’t.

· Power struggle between Brutus and Cassius since Brutus has joined

· Five decisions will be made about the plot to kill Caesar

· Should they kill Antony too (Caesar’s bodyguard)?  Brutus says no; once you have cut off the “head” (Caesar) and not the limbs (his body guard) and make a “bloody mess”; Antony is not to be worried about because he is “given to sports, to wildness, and much company” (201-02)  Cassius thinks they should kill Antony too; Brutus’ decision wins not to kill Antony
· Should they involve Cicero?  (150+)  Cassius says we should include Cicero; other conspirators think he should be included too; he is old and wise and the citizens of Rome will think the decision to kill Casear was wise because Cicero was involved; Brutus disagrees because he wouldn’t follow the plan others have made, he would want to take over; Brutus’s decision not to include him wins
· What do they do if Caesar doesn’t go to the Capitol? (218) Decius says he is going to go over to Caesar’s house and convince him with flattery.  Tell him to go there and not heed a soothsayer’s warnings; he will tell him how great he is and that the citizens of Rome are going to crown him.  Many ideas of how a animals can be tricked into doing certain things (unicorn, bear, lion, and elephant).  These animals can be caught and Caesar can be “caught” too.  Decius is going to go over to Caesar’s house earlier than others and “oversway” him; rest of conspirators will be there by eight o’clock
· Should we involve Caius Ligarius?(232)  Ligarius hates Caesar.  Brutus thinks it is a good idea to have him join, he likes Brutus.  Sends Metellus to go get him.
· Don’t take an oath.  Cassius wants everyone to take an oath. Brutus doesn’t want anyone to swear an oath.  Brutus says their cause is so noble and they are saving Rome so they don’t need to swear an oath.  Only swear an oath when you are doing something wrong.
· (243-247) Brutus tells everyone to act as if they are doing their ordinary things and appear happy.
· (248-250) It is important to Brutus that Lucius is asleep and not part of the plan, so that when/if they get caught and tried, Lucius is not blamed.
Domestic Scene

· Brutus and Portia are speaking; Portia knows something is wrong w/ Brutus

· He got up and left during supper and he left the bed and she is concerned

· He pretends he is just sick, doesn’t want Portia to know anything

· She saw six or seven men in the orchard, He doesn’t want her to know because she would be killed as well

· Portia says Brutus is treating her like his “harlot” that is just there for his pleasure and not like a wife whom he trusts

· She is from a good family (Cato) and has a good reputation in Rome; she is a strong woman from a family that is strong and brave

· She wants to know the secret, she will not a disclose ‘em; she has given herself a voluntary wound in the thigh (shows she is tough and can endure being tortured if it happens)

· Ligarius comes and knocks; Brutus sends Portia in; he tells her he will come to her and tell her everything that is troubling her

· Caius Ligarius wears a scarf/turban (anachronism) symbolizing he has been sick; he had not joined because he has been sick; takes off turban, asked Brutus what he needs to do; he is 8th conspirator

· Ligarius agrees to do whatever Brutus says even before knowing what he is supposed to be done.
Act 2, Scene 2
Characters:  Calpurnia, Caesar, Servant, Decius, Brutus, Publius, Ligarius, Metellus, Casca, Trebonius, Cinna

Setting: Caesar’s house, 8:00 am

· Calpurnia begs Caesar not to go to Senate meeting today; She had a dream of Caesar’s statue with blood spurting from it and people of Rome bathing in it; Calpurnia cried out 3 times in her sleep that they are murdering Caesar

· Calpurnia (31-32)  when ordinary people die, not much happens in nature, but when princes (important) people die, signs are seen.  Caesar should heed these signs.

· Augurers: could not find a heart in an animal that they cut open to read for the prophesy.  Tell Caesar not to go to the Senate meeting.

· Caesar shows he can be swayed by other people though he is very arrogant.

· Decius interprets the dream differently for Caesar; he convinces Caesar to go to the Senate like he said he would; says dream is a good dream, the blood is from the soldiers that fought for him, the blood that will strengthen Rome

· Decius tells Caesar you are going to be upset if you don’t go because they are going to give him the crown;  If he doesn’t go, they might not give him the crown again; if he doesn’t the people will think Caesar is a coward and listened to his wife’s bad dream; doesn’t want to be laughed at.

· Caesar almost didn’t go because of Calpurnia’s dream; and because she begged him

· Caesar changes his mind and decides to go

· At end of scene, Caesar calls the conspirators his friends, even if he is feeling suspicious.  They walk over to the Senate building together and thinks they are going there with him as his friends and protectors

· Caesar thinks he is stronger and more dangerous than anyone. He is not afraid of death and he is going to go straight forward into the situation  A coward dies every day 

· Caesar compares himself to a lion; strong, courageous, brave, a predator

· Caesar tells his “friends” to be “near me” at the proceedings which gives them a good opportunity to carry out their plan.  

· Another anachronism: the clock striking 8:00

· Publius is just another character mentioned; not a major character

· Trebonius: (132-133) he will be so near (to kill Caesar) that Caesar will not want him that close

· Brutus (136-137) they are going to the Senate not “as” friends, but “like” friends

· Caesar (121) is thanking his “friends” for coming over to be with him.  Antony comes in “drunk” or after partying all night long.  Not a good body guard to be protecting Caesar, especially knowing the day is the ides of March.

Act 2, Scene 3

Characters:  Artemidorus, 

Setting: the street

· Artemidorus, teacher, learned of the conspiracy, reads a letter he writes naming the conspirators and warning Caesar not to trust them, he plans to give this letter to Caesar; as a “suitor” is a friend of Caesar that will give him warning

Act 2, Scene 4

Characters: Portia, Lucius

Setting: Portia’s house, almost 9:00 am.

· Portia is very scared, she has figured out the plot to kill Caesar; Brutus may have told her

· Portia sends Lucius to Senate but she won’t tell him why he is going

· She then tells him to watch them and tell he what happened

· Portia is going to “faint” because she can’t keep a secret; she said she was strong and could handle anything; now that she knows she says she can’t keep this kind of secret

· Soothsayer is going to be a “suitor” that is going to warn Caesar as well

· A multiple of 3:  3-15 at 9:00

· Portia starts to hear things (17); she hears things going on in the area of the Senate; like someone was fighting. Lucius doesn’t hear anything

Act III, Scene I
Characters:  Soothsayer, Artemidorus, Caesar, Brutus, Cassius, Antony, Lepidus, Casca, Decius, Metellus, Trebonius, Cinna, Publius Popilius, and other senators and petitioners

Setting: morning of the assassination, March 15, 44 BC

· Caesar  walks from his house to the Capitol, escorted by his “friends”

· The soothsayer stops him in the street and reminds him that it is the ides of March

· Artemidorus tries to give his letter in the street, but is unable to give Caesar the letter

· The Senate meeting begins

· The assassination happens (Roles of Conspirators)

· Casca stabs him in the back, a cowardly way to stab him

· Cinna, stabbed him and delivered the letters to Brutus

· Decius, stabbed him and persuades him to go to the Senate meeting

· Brutus, leader and stabbed Caesar

· Metellus, stabbed him and was suitor (petitioning Caesar so he could be close)

· Trebonius, lead Antony away

· Ligarius, did not show up, not sure why Shakespeare included him in the play

· Cassius, stabbed Caesar and was the instigator of the assassination

· Brutus and conspirators go into the streets to pulpits to explain to the citizens what has happened

· The crowd is used by Shakespeare as a character because they are easily lead and do not seem to think for themselves; act as one unit and don’t act smart or in a rational manner

· Conspirators proclaim end to enfranchisement: slavery

· The conspirators feel they are great heroes; put blood all over their hands and weapons and proclaim the end of tyranny in the streets of Rome; believe they will go down in history and be praised as a group of men who “gave their country liberty” (132)

· Servant delivers a message that Antony wants to talk to Brutus; wants to know why Caesar was killed but asks Brutus if he will be safe to talk to him about it; he will join with Brutus if he will be safe and not killed

· Brutus agrees to have Antony come in and he will not kill him; Antony is a valiant and brave man

· Antony sees Caesar’s body and compares his dead body as hunters kill a deer 

· Antony is very angry because he was tricked out of the room (and should have been protecting Caesar) but he shakes hands w/ each person in the room; He praises them but he is showing he is going to get them

· Antony is going to speak at Caesar’s funeral; a funeral pyre (burned the body) and the spirit goes up to heaven; conditions: can’t blame the conspirators, has to go to the pulpit that Brutus speaks at; and has to say good things about Caesar; gives Antony Caesar’s body to get ready for the funeral

· If Antony stays w/ them and joins their group they might give him a place in the government

· Cassius doesn’t like Antony becoming “friends” with their group; Brutus wins out and says Antony will do the above things

Characters:  Antony, servant, 

· (280) A soliloquy begins:  “Cry Havoc Soliloquy”  (means seize and slaughter; don’t leave anyone on the battlefield alive; a “war cry”)

· Antony speaks to Caesar’s dead body; Antony is extremely angry, he curses the entire country of Italy; he vows death and destruction on the entire country; he feels guilt for not being there to protect Caesar; he will seek revenge for Caesar

· Images in the soliloquy:  “people dying”; “let slip the dogs of war”; blood; bleeding earth; “butchers”; (293) baby being quartered will seem like something to smile about compared to the utter destruction that will rain down on them; carrion—dead bodies without being buried lying around; 

· Octavius, Caesar’s nephew is seven leagues away (23 miles), is waiting to come into Rome

· Antony tells servant to go to Octavius and tell him about the murder and wait until Antony tells him what is going on; he will find out if the citizens are for or against them.

· Servant helps Antony take Caesar’s body out 
Act 3, Scene 2

Characters:  Brutus, Cassius, Plebians (mob), Antony, 

Setting:  Scene after the murder of Caesar; March 15, 44 BC

· Use of mobs in a Shakespeare’s play adds humor; they act so stupid, change their mind constantly, don’t show loyalty to any one side

· Brutus gives a speech as to why Caesar was killed: he loved him in every way but for his ambition; he slew him for Rome because Caesar if he had been able to live, he would have made them all slaves; Brutus has made each of them freemen; offers the crowd to kill him if they don’t believe he did well; 

· Crowd praises Brutus and wants him to become the next Caesar; give him statues in the streets

· Antony is bringing in the body; he didn’t have anything to do with the murder; he is here to speak by their permission; Brutus is going to leave Antony to speak to the crowd alone; Brutus is very gullible and thinks everything is going to be fine

· After the speech, the crowd is swayed in Antony’s direction and against Brutus

· Antony’s funeral speech (used to sway the crowds) “friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ear; I come to bury Caesar, not to bury him; 

· He repeats Brutus is an honorable man so crowd sees that he wasn’t

· Tells of the good things that Caesar did; brought captives home to Rome, brought money into the funds of Rome, cried for the people, refused the crown 3 times

· Starts crying over Caesar

· Holds up Caesar’s will; he tells them he isn’t going to read it, but they would be really mad if they knew what was in the will; crowd insists that he read it

· Have the mantle of Caesar (cloak) over him at the funeral pyre; Antony gives a speech while looking at the body; shows Caesar’s wounds on his naked body; shows him all the stab wounds and names them by the conspirators; Cassius, Casca and Brutus.  Brutus’ stab wound was the worst of all because he was Caesar’s angel; his was the most unkindest cut of all.

· Crowd gets outraged and they become the “dogs of war” that decides that the conspirators need to die

· Reads the “will” (if it even existed);  Tells them Caesar gave the citizens the following things:

· 75 dracmas (foreign money= $1000)

· The park for the people to enjoy

· Crowd goes to burn the conspirators houses; 

· After the crowd leaves, Antony says (275) “Now let it work. Mischief, thou art afoot; Take thou what course thou wilt”;  He has done what he said he would when he cursed Rome; He has set the mob loose take care of the consipirators

Characters: Servant, Antony

· Antony is told that Octavius is here ready to come into Rome

· Second Triumvirate of Rome: Octavius, Antony, and Lepidus

· Brutus and Cassius have left Rome

Act 3, Scene 3

Characters: Cinna, Plebians, 

· The crowd killed Cinna; they figured out he was one of the conspirator; He tells them that he is Cinna the poet and the crowd is not reasonable.  They are acting crazy and irresponsible

· Decius and Ligarius were mentioned as conspirators; crowd is going after them as well.
Act 4, Scene 1
Characters: Antony, Octavius, and Lepidus

Setting:  Second Triumvirate is holding a meeting; no time is given, cannot be directly after the assassination because it would have taken a long time to get to this location; about 2 years later; they have been killing conspirators and anyone else they didn’t like, acting like dictators; Lepidus is treated like an errand-boy, weakest part of the group; puts Antony and Octavius at odds with each other and constantly fighting for utmost power.

· Antony says he is older than Octavius and he is wiser

· Lepidus is made to do errands, not one of the three rulers of the world

· Lepidus is sent to get the will; they are going to change the will, and determine how to get some of the money from Caesar’s will

· The three are making a list of who they are going to kill; they put a black spot on their name (blackballed them).

· Antony says not to talk about Lepidus anymore, he is just thought of as a property, or like an ass that carries the burdens of the group, a donkey

· Antony and Octavius are deciding how to do something about Brutus and Cassius who are  “levying” powers, they are building up armies in Sardis, to come back and attack Rome; army of peasants in Asia Minor, with no training

· Antony and Octavius are trying to get the money from Caesar’s will to build up their army; they believe there are still some people in Rome who would join Brutus and Cassius, plan to kill off as many as they can

Ac4, Scene 2
Characters:  Brutus, Lucilius, Pindarus, Cassius, 3 soldiers, 

Setting:  Sardis (Asia Minor); approximately 42 BC; on battlefield, Brutus and Cassius building up separate armies.
Questions:  Why is Brutus mad at Cassius?



--Cassius got him into the conspiracy


       Why is Cassius mad at Brutus?

                        --Brutus said not to kill Antony



--Brutus has taken over



--Brutus left Antony to speak

A common element in Shakespearian plays, based on Greek theater, classical structure of a play:  When you hurt the gods, you too need to die

“Deus ex machina”—God out of machine; what classical Greek structure is called.  Had open stage, no curtains; When a character died, they used a crane to pick up the body and take it away; symbolism—the god out of a machine is going to get you because did not do things good; Shakespeare didn’t do the same, English had trap doors in stage, loses some of the symbolism because the gods are not out to get you.

· Brutus and Cassius are going into the tent and have a big fight

· Brutus and Cassius are leading different armies; Brutus’ armies are mostly foot soldiers; Cassius has a lot of horse soldiers (cavalry); They are not trained soldiers
· Pindarus works for Cassius; came w/ him from Rome

· New characters are added in the play because they are in a different area

· Cassius feels Brutus has done him wrong; Brutus doesn’t seem to know what he is talking about

· Having separate armies and being apart has started to divide the forces and begins to tear the alliance they had formed apart

· (24) Brutus asks his lieutenant how Cassius appeared to him; Cassius is acting a bit distant and formal; Cassius is “a hot friend cooling.”; a strong friendship that has started to dissolve; “enforced ceremony” just keeping an acquaintance going, not a good friendship

Act 4, Scene 3:
Characters:  Cassius, Brutus, Poet, Messala, Titinius, Varro, Ghost of Caesar, Claudius

Setting: In a tent

Tent Scene:
· Brutus says Cassius has an “itching palm”; a fight about money; Brutus says Cassius never sent him money when he needed it; a surface argument

· Real fight is about the events that took place on the ides of March

· Cassius and Brutus have huge argument

· Cassius offer his dagger; kill me if you hate me so much, you never loved me

· They begin to calm down and settle things

· Poet comes in to lighten up the mood because it is too heated in there; they add comic relief like a court jester; 
· Brutus tells Cassius that Portia has died; she was “impatient of my absence”; missing Brutus; Octavius and Antony had been stealing money; turning against Brutus and forming armies to go after him; they have been killing many people around her; she took coals out of a fire and swallowed them and killed herself; “swallowed fire” this could be a misinterpretation, could be referring to taking poison

· Brutus starts drinking; He and Cassius drink together.

· Deus et Machina: has started (Portia was a main character and is dead)

· Octavius & Antony are sending troops to Phillipi to go to Sardis to attack Brutus and Cassius

· Messala give news from Rome: Cicero and 100 senators are dead; tells Portia is dead; armies are approaching them; Brutus doesn’t want to talk about Portia’s death; 

· Brutus asks if Cassius thinks they should march on to Phillipi to meet the Roman army; Brutus says go to Phillipi because many people between Phillipi and Sardis don’t like them so they would join the Roman army; Brutus has a large army now, and if they wait they may loose the numbers and power they have

· Cassius doesn’t want them to move to Phillipi; just wait in Sardis for the army to come; but he is convinced by Brutus to go to Phillipi to meet the Romans; was a terrible decision; Sardis was a better location to hide in (hills/mountains) than Phillipi (flat plains); 

· In the morning they will rise and go to Phillipi

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

· Brutus sees Ghost of Caesar; foreshadowing the death and destruction that is to come at Phillipi

· Brutus is starting to lose things, his book, the place in his book; “go and commend me to my brother Cassius, Bid him set on his powers betimes before, and we will follow”; The armies are going to leave early


Act 5, Scene 1
Characters: Octavius, Antony, their army, messenger, Brutus, Cassius, Lucilius, Messala
Setting: Armies of Antony & Octavius; 42 BC; Brutus & Cassius’s armies; at Phillipi

· Parley—Generals have talk before the battle

· “Deus et Machina” has begun; beginning of many deaths, a consequence of their slaying of Caesar on the ides of March

· The Antony & Octavius vs. Brutus & Cassius

· Antony & Octavius see Brutus & Cassius see the armies approaching Phillipi and think how stupid that move is; it is a better advantage for the Roman armies

· C & B put down A & O as school boy and a partier

· Octavius says he was not born to die on Brutus’ sword

· A & O say when you have the “stomachs” (guts) to fight; B & O will start the war
· Cassius’ birthday; Romans believed that you come full circle; you die on the day of your birth (for soldiers); foreshadowing that this is the day Cassius will die
· Brutus & Cassius are on friendly terms near the end here
· Cassius sees symbols (eagles, crows, kites) that foreshadow deaths; he believes that he will die but he pretends the signs are good for the battle
· Cassius asks Brutus what will happen if they lose the battle; will he kill himself; Brutus doesn’t believe in suicide; Brutus doesn’t want to be lead through the streets of Rome as a trophy of victory
· Cassius & Brutus make a good parting and wish they knew what was going to happen but by the end of the day, they will know
Act 5, Scene 2
Characters: Brutus, 

Setting: Brutus on battlefield

· Brutus gives orders to Messala
Act 5, Scene 3
Characters: Cassius, Titinius, Pindarus, Messala, Cato, 
Setting: On the battlefield

· Cassius, seeing that his best friend get killed, Titinius, has Pindarus killed on the battlefield;  Cassius is killed by the sword that killed Caesar; he says that he is a coward and that Caesar is revenged; tells his servant to stab him; he is “ta’en” means he is taken—he was taken off his horse according to Pindarus and he heard the shouts

· Cassius feels guilty for Titinius’s death becomes he sends him on his own horse to check on the tents to see who is there; he should not have given up his horse that is trained w/ him; Cassius is being cowardly here and needs to take what is coming to him.

· Pindarus was taken prisoner in a battle at Parthia and had been his slave; he gets his freedom and will run far away from Rome

· Cassius discusses how it is his birthday, and his time has come around

· Brutus’s army has taken over Octavius’ army; Cassius’ army has taken over Antony’s

· Titinius and Messala talk about the events; Titinius is not dead; Titinius says that the shouts and wreath were given to him in celebration; Pindarus saw Titinius pulled down and assumed he was being killed; he was being pulled down to celebrate the winning of the battle; 

· Titinius kills himself on Cassius’ sword (Caesar was killed on this sword)

· Cato was Portia’s father; well known because he was a brave soldier that killed himself when he lost the battle; Young Cato is Portia’s brother, a noble soldier

· Brutus doesn’t have time to grieve over Cassius right now, but will at a later time

· (105)Brutus says that all the deaths that are happening on the same sword that killed Caesar are because of the deeds done on the ides of March (Caesar’s death)

· End of the scene at 3 o’clock; end of scene has a couplet “’Tis three o’clock, and, Romans, yet ere night, We shall try fortune in a second fight.”

Act 5, Scene 4
Characters: Brutus, Cato, Lucilius, Soldiers, Antony, 
Setting: Battlefield

· Lucilius is captured; Antony would rather have him as his friend; he realizes that he is so loyal to Brutus

· Young Cato dies, 

· Lucilius says “I am Brutus” to save Brutus; this would save him because they would not go an look for him
Act 5, Scene 5
Characters: Brutus, Clitus, Dardanus, Volumnius, Strato, Messala, Lucilius, Antony, Octavius, 
Setting: Battlefield
· Unusual to add a list of new characters in the last act of a play

· Brutus asked his friends to hold the sword so he would be able to run on it and kill himself

· Strato agrees to hold the sword; he had been asleep while Brutus asked Clitus, Dardanus, and Volumnius to kill him

· Antony says Caesar will be given an honorable Roman burial; because he killed Caesar because he killed him he genuinely thought what he was doing was to save Rome; the other conspirators killed him because they wanted the power
