CONSTRUCTION OF A DICHOTOMOUS KEY

What is available to help identify unknown organisms?

1. There are field guides--filled with photographs and information

2. There are dichotomous keys--a series of paired statements that describe the physical characteristics of different organisms.

To Make Dichotomous Key:

1. Look at objects you have separated

2. Think of a characteristic that can divide the objects into 2 groups (ex. can fly or cannot fly)

3. Divide these 2 groups into smaller groups

4. Keep dividing until you have one type of species

