Unit 1 Literary Elements/ Lesson 2-Structural Elements of Dramatic Literature



Dramatic literature is the plays you read and can see acted out on a stage. It has structural elements, or parts, that are found in no other texts. Some of these parts are scenes, acts, and a cast. 

The structural elements  of a written play give directions to the reader. A play consists of one or more acts. These are much like chapters in a book. The acts are further divided in to scenes. A scene has one main idea and is placed in one setting. The cast of characters includes all the people in the play. Actors are people who play the characters. Ideas about actions for the actors are in the stage directions. These ideas are placed in italics in the play. The lines, or the words, spoken by each actor are found after the actor’s play name.

Fill in the chart below

	Structural Element of a Drama
	Its  Definition

	
	The main sections of a drama; a play may have one, two, three, or more acts

	
	Smaller sections of each act.



	
	The people in a drama



	
	The people who act out roles in a drama



	
	Ideas for actions performed by the characters; usually placed in italics in the drama.

	
	Words spoken by the actors. 






Read this Scene 3 from a drama. Then follow the “Think Steps” to answer the question.

	LOUIS: I hear mother coming up the stairs.

WHITNEY: Quick, hide her Mother’s Day present before she comes into the room and sees the jewelry box. 

Louis grabs the box containing the necklace and hide it under the bed. The bedroom door is opened by the mother. 

MOTHER: Supper is almost ready. Wash your hands before you come downstairs.



	Which words tell who the characters are in the scene of the drama?

A)the words in italics

B)the words following the capitalized names in boldface

C)the capitalized names in boldfaced

D)The words Scene 3 at the beginning of the passage. 
	THINK STEPS

1. Reread the drama scene above. Think about the meaning of a cast of characters for a drama.
 [image: image1.wmf]The characters are the people from the drama.

2. Think about the people needed for this scence.

[image: image2.wmf]I know that character’s names are boldfaced and capitalized.

The answer is 
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Directions:  Write you own scene from a drama. Write words for the following cast of characters to speak in a scene.

Two children are hiking in the woods behind their house when they hear a strange noise nearby.

JUSTIN:_______________________________________________________________
MARIA:________________________________________________________________
JUSTIN:________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________                                  

MARIA:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Two children breathe a sigh of relief when they find out what is making the noise.

MARIA:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

JUSTIN:________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________



Read the scene from drama. While you are reading, think about how you might speak the lines if you were one of the actors in the cast of characters.

Sir Spearlot and the Dragon

Act 1

Scene 1

Cast of Characters

The King

Princess Jasmine

The king is talking to his daughter; Princess Jasmine, in her spacious bedroom high in the castle.

THE KING: You have not come out of your room for the past several days You have had all  y our meals brought to you here. What is wrong, my daughter?

PRINCESS JASMINE: I’m sorry, Father, but I am worried about Sir Spearalot. He has not returned with his men from hunting the fierce dragon in the dark forest.

THE KING: Is that all that is worrying you, my daughter?

The king laughs and shakes his head.
THE KING:Sir Spearalot is a mighty warriror. He has been in danger many times and has always proven himself worthy.
PRINCESS JASMINE: I know, Father, but we should have heard news form him by now. He has always sent a messenger in the past, telling you about his great deeds. 

The king looks worried, too, but tries to console his daughter.

THE KING: We must be brave and have faith in Sir Spearalot. He has often stayed away for long periods in the past and has never failed in one of his quests. 

A trumpet is heard coming from somewhere in the castle.
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Discuss: Why do you think Princess Jasmine might be so worried about Sir Spearalot?



Use the passage to answer each question. 

1. Where can a list of people in the scene be found?

A) in the cast of characters

B) in the stage directions throughout the scene

C) in the words spoken by the characters

D) in the heading

2. What information is found in the first set of stage directions?

A) It suggests the king laugh and shake his head.

B) It tells who is in the scene and the scene location.

C) It tells that a trumpet can be heard.

D) It shows the first words spoken by the king.

3. What is the last line spoken by Princess Jasmine?

  A)”I’m sorry, Father, but I am worried about Sir Spearalot.”

  B) “He has not returned with his men from hunting the fierce dragon in the dark 

     forest.”

  C)” I am worried about Sir Spearalot.”

  D)” He has always sent a messenger in the past, telling you about his great deeds.”

4. In which act does this scene take place?

A) the first act

B) the second act

C) the third act

D) the last act. 







