Unit 1 Literary Text- Lesson 5 Theme and Main Idea


The theme of a story is its deeper meaning or the insight it teaches about life. 

The main idea is the most important idea in the story.

Sometimes authors use the insights they have gained and write stories based on those themes. For example, an author who grew up working on her family farm might write a story with the theme, hard work brings success. The main idea of that story could be similar to the theme but more specific. The main idea might be, Jenna’s hard work helped save her family farm. Details would support the main idea. Sometimes the theme or main idea is stated, other times they are only implied. Look at the flow chart.

	Theme : Hard work brings success


	Main Idea: Jenna’s hard work helped save her family farm.

	Detail: Jenna got

up early to milk

the cows.
	Detail: Jenna

Gathered eggs

Each day
	Detail: Jenna 

Weeded the garden.




Read the paragraph. Then follow the “Think Steps” to answer the question.

Nate went to an art store to buy supplies for a school project.  He picked out a small canvas. He also bought a sturdy easel to set his canvas on. Seeing the sale on paints and paint brushes, he was able to buy more colors of paints and brushes than he had planned.

Then he hurried home. He was excited about starting his painting.
	What is the main idea of the paragraph?

A) Nate bought a small canvas.

B) Nate hurried home

C) Nate went to an art store to buy supplies for a school project.

D) Nate was able to buy more colors of paints and brushes than he had planned. 
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  A-This only give 1 detail about the story

   B-This also give one detail about the story.
   C-This tells what the story is about

   D- This tells only one detail about the story.
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Read the paragraph below. Circle the sentence that tells the main idea of the paragraph. Underline the details that support the main idea. 

Polly ran across the fields toward her neighbor’s house. She felt a cramp in her right thigh, but she kept on running. Ma was sick, and needed help right away. The faster Polly could get the message to their neighbor, Mrs. Ivers, the sooner Mrs. Ivers could help Ma get well. 


Read the passage. While you are reading, think about what the theme of the story could be. 

One Girl’s Dream
     Consuelo threw the ball across the empty lot to her little brother. She liked playing catch, but she wished her neighborhood had a place with playground equipment for kids.

      Later, Consuelo sat on her front porch withtow of the neighborhood kids, Julio and Rachel. She told hem about her wish. 

     “I wish we had that, too, “ said Julio, “but where are we going to get the money to buy slides and swings?”

     “Mr. Evert owns the lots,” she said. “Maybe he would let us build a playground>”

Mr. Evert gave his okay.

      Over the next several months, all of the children worked very hard and spent countless hours rainsing the money. With the help of their parents, they held bake sales, sold lemonade, and held garage sales. They reached their goal. The lot was now filled with two swing sets, a small slide and a large slide, and monkey bars. There was even enough money to buy a merry-go-round.

      “We really did it!” said Consuelo, sitting on the new merry-go-round with her friends.

      “I didn’t think we could do it at first,” said Julio. “We’re just kids.”

       Rachel nodded. “I know, but all it took was one person to have a dream.”

       Consuelo smiled. She was proud of her dream and all the hard work it took to make it come true.

[image: image5.wmf] Why do you think Julio didn’t believe the dream would    come true at first?


Use the passage to answer each question. 

1. What is the main idea of the story?

A) Consuelo had a dream.

B) The neighborhood now has a children’s playground.

C) With hard work from many people, Consuelo’s playground dream came true.

D) Fundraisers are projects that raise money.

2. Which answer is NOT a detail that supports the main idea of the story?

A) The children held bake sales to raise money.

B) The children sold lemonade

C) The neighborhood held garage sales to raise money.

D) The children played on the merry-go-round. 

3. How is a main idea different from a theme?

A) A main idea is more specific to the content of the story; a theme has a deeper meaning.

B) They are not different; they are the same thing.

C) A main idea has a deeper, broader meaning than the theme.

D) A main idea is always a sentence within the story.

4. What is the theme of the story?

A) One person can make a difference in the world.

B) A bake sale can raise money for a good cause.

C) Children should always brainstorm for good ideas.

D) Playground equipment costs a lot of money.
