Unit 1- Reading /Literary Text/ Setting, Character, and Plot



The setting is the location and time in which a story takes place. The characters are the people in a story. The plot is the events that take place in a story.

______________- Where  and  when  the story takes place

______________- The people in a story

______________-What happens in a story

Authors want their stories to have a big impact on the reader. A good setting will help the plot seem real. The plot’s conflict often focuses on one aspect of the main character such as shyness or lack of friends. It might also focus on a conflict between people and some aspects of nature such as bad weather. If these three parts work well together, the story will seem more real to the reader. 



READ THE PARAGRAPH. Then follow the “Think Steps” to answer the question.

Kellie watched her red kite fly high into the air above the city park. It almost look like it was flying all by itself. Suddenly the wind picked up and the kite string broke. Kellie tried to grab the flapping string, but it rose quickly above her. The kite soared higher and higher until it was just a dot in the sky.

	What is the setting of the pararagraph?

A. Kellie 

B. Kellie lost her kite in a strong 

Wind

C. the kite

D. the city park
	Think Steps

1. Reread the paragraph in the box and think about the meaning of setting.

[image: image1.wmf]setting is where and when a story takes place.
2. Think about where this paragraph takes place.
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A.- Kellie is the character, not the setting, so this cannot be the right answer.

B- This sentence tells the plot of the paragraph, so this cannot be the answer, either

C-The kite is what the paragraph is about, so this cannot be the right answer.

D- The city park is where the story takes place. 

Choose the BEST Answer.
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Read each sentence. The underlined word(s) in each sentence name either the setting or the characters. Circle the words in parentheses at the end of each sentence that describe the underlined words.

1. Jamie played in the tournament at Whitehall Field. (setting, character)

2. Allison played the flute in her first band concert last night. (setting, character)

3. I saw my teacher, Mrs. Albright, in the grocery store at noon. (setting, character)

4. Arthur worked in the king’s castle on Mount Robb. (setting, character)



Read the passage. While you are reading, think about how the setting, chararcters, and plot work together to make the story seem real. 

The Dust Bowl Days

“Are you almost ready to go, Rory ?” yelled Rory’s dad across the yard in front of their farmhouse. 


“Sure, Pa,” said Rory. “ I just want to go around back one more time to make sure I’ve loaded everything.”


Rory took off his hat and whacked it hard on his thigh. Sand flew off in a small cloud. He wiped his gritty face with the back of his hand and stared at their small wooden house. It wasn’t much to look at, but it was their home…..at least it had been their home for the past nine years. They were moving to California and away from all this sand and dust in Oklahoma. 


“It’s no wonder that people are starting to call this land the Dust Bowl,”said Rory to himself. Looking around him, all Rory could see was dust. It covered everything. It covered up the fields and crops couldn’t grow. Without crops, there was nothing for people or the farm animals to eat. The dust made the air look like it had a permanent haze to it. When the wind kicked up, it was hard to see anything more than ten feet away.


Rory headed back to the front of the house where his family was saying goodbye to relatives. “We’ll miss you,” said Ma, hugging Aunt Sally. 


Rory’s little sisters, Callie and Jessie, were already in the truck cab. They were excited, but too young to realize that they might never return. 


Aunt Sally gave Rory a big hug, and he jumped into the bed of the truck. There wouldn’t be room for him up front with the others. He hated leaving his aunt and uncle and his friends here in Oklahoma, but he was glad they were leaving. They would have a chance for a better life in California. 

*Interesting Facts

	In the 1930s, a drought in combination with bad farming practices caused dust storms in the Midwestern and southern plains in the United States. 
	The drought was the worst ever in the United States. It severely affected 27 states and covered 75 percent of the country. 
	Many farmers left the Dust Bowl and traveled to the San Joaquin Valley in California where they became migrant farm workers. Rain finally came in the fall of 1939, ending the drought. 
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 Discuss/ Why do you think Rory’s family moved to California rather than stay in their home and hope for for things to change in Oklahoma? 


1. Who is the main character of the passage?

A) Rory

B) Aunt Sally

C) Rory’s Ma

D) Jessie

2. What is the setting of the passage?

A) California

B) Rory’s new home

C) an Oklahoma farm in the 1930s

D) the home of Aunt Sally and Uncle Will

3. What is the conflict at the beginning of the passage?

A) The farm animals have died.

B) A drought has caused crops to stop growing and caused great dust storms.

C) The family needed a bigger place to live.

D) Rory’s Pa didn’t like farming.

4. How is the conflict resolved at the end of the passage”

A) The family is going to buy new animals.

B) The family is happy to be going on a trip.

C) The family is going to have a chance at a better life in California.

D) Rory’s Pa is starting a new job in California. 







