Unit 1 Reading Literary Text/ Common Structures and Stylistic Elements



Common structures and stylistic elements can be found in many texts. These parts of the text, such as figurative language, make dull text more fun to read.

Authors use elements to keep their text lively. One of these is imagery. It makes pictures with words. These can appeal to one or more of our five senses. A second element is personification, where animals or things can have human traits. A metaphor compares two unlike things. A simile compares two unlike things using the words as or like. Hyperbole exaggerates a fact. Authors can also make text more lively in the flow of words. Or, they can repeat a phrase or a verse in the text. This is called refrain. Look at the chart below. Read how to liven up dull text. 

	Stylistic Elements
	Examples

	Imagery
	Rain drummed a steady tempo on the roof.

	Personification
	Storm clouds threatened to flood the wheat fields in the Midwestern region.

	Metaphor
	The stars were candles guiding the weary travelers.

	Simile
	The tiny white flowers dotted the morning mountainside like patches of snow.

	Hyperbole
	The cat weighs a ton.


Refrain is _______________________________________________________________



Read the sentence. Then follow the “Think Steps” to answer the question. 

Jamal was so exhausted he could have slept a year.
	The phrase he could have slept a year is an example of 

A. simile

B. hyperbole

C. metaphor

D. personification
	[image: image1.wmf]1. Reread the sentence in the box. Think about the meaning of a stylistic element.

[image: image2.wmf]It is a way that authors use to liven up dull text.
 2. Think about what kind of stylistic element is used in the sentence.

[image: image3.wmf]I know “slept a year” is an exaggeration. 
[image: image4.wmf]The answer must be….




Read each sentence in the chart. Decide which stylistic element is used in the sentences.

	Example of Sentence
	Kind of Stylistic Element

	She was a whirling tornado in the soccer tournament.
	

	Her skin felt as smooth as silk.
	

	The grandfather clock chimed” hello” as they came through the door.
	

	The sweet perfume of the lilac bush drew buzzing insects closer.
	

	Her winning smile was a mile wide.
	

	I have a million errands to run today.
	

	The water was as blue as the sky.
	

	The dog mocked us with its bark.
	




Read the passage. While you are reading, think about how the stylistic elements make the story more fun to read.

THAT’S ONE SMART DOG !

       Heather held Maizey tightly in her arms as she lowered the terrier into the big bucket of soapy water. “Easy now, girl,” Heather said quietly. She know how much Maizey hated baths.

     A car door slammed nearby. As quick as greased lightning, Maizey squirted out of Heather’s arms. She was a world-class Olympic sprinter as she streaked across the yard. By the time Heather got to her feet to chase the dog, Maizey was almost three houses away and still running at top speed. Maizey was all legs now. Hearther knew she couldn’t catch her along.

     Running inside her house, Heather yelled to her brother. “Maizey is loose again! We’ve got to catch her!”

     Ryan rushed out of his room. “Okay, just hold on. We’ve got to think carefully about this. I’m sure that Maizey is probably planning a strategy right now to outsmart us.”

      “Maizey loves meatloaf. Heather said, “We can lure her home with last night’s left overs!”

      Soon the two children were walking down their street, looking around for Maizey. They spotted her coming toward them, beckoned by the meatloaf.

     “Gotcha,” said Ryan. Maizey tried to wriggle out of his grasp, but aHeather rushed up and pulled a leash out of the paper bag. She fastened it to Maizey’s collar.

     “You’ve got to get up pretty early to outsmart us,” Ryan said to Maizey.

     “I wonder,” began Heather. She looked at Maizey’s full stomach. “Maizey just finished eating tonight’s supper. I wonder who the smart one really is.”
[image: image5.wmf] Why do you think Heather thought that Maizey may have outsmarted the children?


Use the passage to answer each question. Fill in the best answer to each question.

As quick as greased lightning, Maizey squirted out of Heather’s arms.

1. The sentence above contains an example of 

A) metaphor

B) personification

C) simile

D) hyperbole

beckoned by the meatloaf

2. The phrase above contains an example of

A) simile

B) metaphor

C) hyperbole

D) personification

Maizey was all legs now.

   3.  The sentence above contains an example of 

A) hyperbole
B) refrain

C) imagery

D) simile

She was a world-class Olympic sprinter as she streaked across the yard.

      4.  The sentence above contains an example of 

E) refrain

F) simile

G) metaphor

H) rhythm

