Unit 1 Reading Literary Texts/ Lesson 4 Dialogue and Description



Dialogue is the part of a text that people speak. Description tells about a thing, such as how food looks and smells. It might tell how a person feels.
Dialogue looks different from description in text. It has quotation marks around words that are spoken, as in the next sentence. “I’m hungry,” said Jake. Also, each paragraph has words that only one person speaks. If someone else speaks, those words are place in the next paragraph. Description has no spoken words in it. It tells how a thing looks, sounds, taste, feels, or smells. It may even tell how a person thinks or feels about a subject. Look at the chart. 
	Kind of Text
	Examples

	Dialogue
	    “I studied all night for the math test,” said Elizabeth. 

    “Good for you,” said her mother. “I’m sure you’ll make a good grade on it.”

	Description
	     The busload of baseball players was excited to finally be on the way to the final game of the season. Laughter and shouts filled the air because the players were too wound up to sit quietly.




Read the passage. Then follow the “Think Steps” to answer the question.


Randy stood with a deflated basketball in his hands. “How are we going to practice shooting hoops now?” he said with a frown on his face.


“We have an air tank at my house,” said Manuuel. “My dad can help

us fill it up.” 

  
  The boys hurried across the street and into Manuel’s garage. They had only an hour to practice shooting the basketball before dark, and already the sinking sun was painting the garage windows a fiery red. 

	Which sentence is a description?

A) the second sentence

B) the fourth sentence

C) the first sentence

D) the sixth sentence
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Identify each sentence as either Dialogue or Description 
1. “Ride with my family to the piano recital,” said Mrs. Harrelson.

2. Several children piled out of the green vehicle.

3. “Dress warmly,” said Dad. “The weatherman forcasted snow today.”

4. The elephant pawed the ground where the lion had spent the night.

      5. The Mississippi River is traveled by thousands of boats each year. 



Read the story. While you are reading, think about how the dialogue and description make the story more interesting.

A Wish Fulfilled


“I’m bored,” said Dexter, lying on his back in his yard and staring up at the stars.


“Me, too,” said Randall. He turned his head and squinted at his friend’s face in the dim porch light. “Do you want to go inside and play video games?”

 
“No,” Dexter sighed, “ I wish something exciting would happen.”


“Like what?” asked Randall.


“I don’t know, just something different.”


Suddenly a bright light slashed the sky, then another and another. Soon the night sky was filled with dozens of lights racing overhead.


“It looks like fireworks!” said Dexter. “But this is August!”


“Do you think it’s alien spaceships?” whispered Randall.

He glanced around as if spacemen might hear him and land a spaceship at his feet.


Dexter shook his head, “ No, it’s pretty cool.”


Racing into his house, he pulled his dad into the yard.


“Wow!” said his dad. “I think it’s a meteor shower.”


“What causes it?” asked Dexter.


“When a comet passes close to the sun, it melts some of the comet’s icy center, making the comet disintegrate. That produces a visible tail.”


Dexter grinned. He wondered what would happen if he wished for a brand new ten-speed bicycle next time.
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Use the passage to answer each question. 

1. What is dialogue in a text ?

A. It tells how something looks. 

B. It tells what words people speak.

C. It tells how people feel.

D. It describes the sound that something makes.

2. What does description NOT include?

A. periods

B. commas

C. people’s names

D. quotation marks

3. Which of the following is an example of dialogue from the passage?

A. Suddenly a bright light streaked across the sky.

B. He glanced around as if spacemen might hear him and land a spaceship at his feet.

C. Just as suddenly it disappeared.

D. “It sure did,” said Dexter
4. Which of the following is an example of description from the passage?

A. Racing into his house, he pulled his dad into the yard.

B.  “Wow!” said his dad. “ I think it’s a meteor shower.”

C. “That’s good.”

D. He wondered what would happen if he wished for a brand new ten-speed bicycle next time.







