Biology I-2
Syllabus (SO1106)

Welcome to a Class That’s Wild & Wonderful! 

Teacher:  Mr. Allen, room 156, e-mail: wva@vigoschools.org
                 Webpage: http://www.quia.com/pages/mrallenbiology2.html

Textbook:  Biology, by Miller & Levine
Class Goal:  Learn concepts, principles and theories that will enable you to understand the biosphere around us.  You will use reading, writing, problem solving, and laboratory skills to develop your knowledge of evolution and the natural ecosystem.
Class Standards: 

1. Be ON TIME. (In your seat by the bell.)

2. Come PREPARED to learn. (Come with textbook, science notebook, pencil, paper, and class assignments.) 

3. PARTICIPATE in learning. (Listen, ask questions, answer questions, do your best on all assignments.)

4. ALLOW OTHERS to learn. (Be respectful, keep hands to self, act safely.)

5. Have FUN.

Class Schedule: 

Week
Topic



    Text Chapter
State Standard 

                          1st Grading Period

1 
Nature of Science & Inquiry           1    

Spt Themes,B1. 
2
Classification


        18

B1.33,35; 2.1
3
Darwin & His Theory                     15

B1.30,31,34; B2.1,2,3,4
4
Evolution of Populations
        16

B1.32,33,34,35,36 

5
Bacteria & Viruses

        19

B1.32,33
6
The Immune System & Disease      40 

B1.20,32,33
                        2nd Grading Period         

7
The Biosphere


       3

            B1.7,16,17,37,40,43,44,47
8
Ecosystems 


       4


B1.7,16,17,37,40,43,44,47
9
Communities

       
       4

            B1.37,38,39,40,41,43,44,46 10
Populations


       5

            B1.31,32,36,37,46: 2.2
11
Humans in the Biosphere
       6


B1.15,17,37,38,39,46
12
Humans in the Biosphere               6


B1.15,17,37,38,39,46
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Grade Components:  
25% = 6 Week exam (covers each grading period)




   
25% = Weekly quizzes 




25% = Daily classwork & homework





10% = Science notebook





5%   = Research report (Infectious disease)





              (Environmental challenge) 




10% = Class participation, effort, & behavior 

                                                100% (A’s 90%, B’s 80%, C’s 70%, D’s 60%, F<59.9)
Other important stuff to know: 

· Mr. Allen’s door is always open to help, make an appointment to be sure. I want you to succeed. 

· My time & your time most days. Plan & use your time wisely or loose it.

· I expect you to take notes during class to help you learn. 

· You MUST HAVE a Science Notebook. I recommend a 3-ring notebook.  This notebook must include your daily class notes, reading study guide worksheets, any returned assignments/homework, reference materials and personal reflections. It should be organized in date order and will be graded periodically. You may use your notebook on some quizzes.  A convenient storage shelf is available in class.

· We will use cooperative learning (Partners or groups) sometimes, everyone must do his/her fair share to earn credit for the group’s work.

· Assignments are due the next school day after they are given unless you are absent or have a valid excuse. Late work penalties: -10% 1-5 days late, -20% for any longer, do it, some credit beats a 0. All work is due 1 week prior to the end of a grading period.

· Make-up work is your responsibility.  See the class schedule board and review book (it has all Mr. Allen’s class notes). 

· Extra credit (Earn Bonus Bucks (BB) (special class achievements, win on homework spins (70% grade), Bonus Baffler problem solutions, Ready Reader Rewards Cards) (1 BB = 25 points or 1% of total grade)(no more than 10% of total grade). 

· You are responsible for keeping your current grade (I’ll provide a record form), I will provide progress reports halfway through each grading period.  

· 3 free passes per term. Sign out on the pass control clipboard. Extra passes cost 1 BB. 

· The only food/drink allowed in class is what I may give you.

· Discipline process: Contract, verbal warning, written warning, 5 detention and you may be removed from the class. Attendance violations follow the School policies.

· Snooze and lose slip = -1% of grade or cost 1 BB fine.

· I expect academic honesty.  Don’t plagiarize. I’ll tell you when group efforts are OK.

· Enter Mr. Allen’s desk, files, or storage cabinets only with special permission.

· Feel free to use student support materials on the table by the classroom front door.

· I welcome suggestions and questions in person or in the suggestion box.

· Safety is everyone’s responsibility. Removal from class is possible for 1 safety violation.
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