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U.S. History – Midterm Study Guide

Unit 1 – Exploration and Colonization

· Jamestown – 1st permanent English settlement

· Differing views about land ownership created the most conflict between Indians and early European settlers

· European diseases killed millions of Native Americans
· Europeans brought mumps, measles and smallpox

· New England Colonies

· was settled by Puritans

· Mayflower Compact – Pilgrims created a “covenant community”

· Economy based on shipping and fishing

· Society based on religious standing and was intolerant of dissenters

· Middle Colonies

· Religious tolerance led to religious diversity

· Southern Colonies

· Virginia House of Burgesses – 1st elected assembly in the New World

· Slavery introduced to New World b/c of agricultural economy and plantations

· Economy based on plantations and subsistence farming

· Indentured servants – worked on plantations in order to relieve their debts

· 1st Great Awakening
· Rapid growth of Evangelical religions

· Challenges to the existing religious and governmental order

· Development of a social foundation for the American Revolution

· A strong belief in private ownership and free enterprise developed in the colonies

· Middle Passage – voyage that brought Africans to the West Indies and North America 
Unit 2 – Revolutionary Period

· John Locke’s “Social Contract” 
· Government’s power comes from the people

· The government exists to serve the needs of the people

· The people have the power to change the government

· Pontiac was known as “King Philip” 

· “natural rights” are reflected in the Declaration of Independence

· Thomas Paine’s Common Sense
· blamed King George III for all the colonies’ problems and urged America to declare independence
· explained logical reasons for American Independence

· Declaration of Independence 

· Written in response to increasing British actions that violated the rights of the Americans

· Based on the idea that governments are founded on the consent of the governed

· “Taxation without Representation” was a problem Americans had with the British government

· French and Indian War led to the French being driven out of Canada and the lands b/w Appalachian Mts. And Mississippi
· Proclamation of 1763 – banned settlement beyond the Appalachian Mts.

· Patriots

· Supporters of independence during the Revolution

· Believed in complete independence from Britain

· Inspired by Locke, Paine and Patrick Henry

· Provided troops for the American Army
· Thought individual liberties were as important as the needs of the government

· Loyalists

· Sought to reform British policy without achieving independence

· mercantilism – economic system which looked at the colonies as a source of raw materials which could be used to make England wealthy

·  We won partly b/c Benjamin Franklin negotiated a treaty of alliance with the FRENCH
· Battle of Saratoga 

· Proved to the world that America could win

· Convinced France to help the US

· Americans captured large qty. of military supplies

· 1st Battle was Lexington and Concord

· George Washington  -- Commanding general of the Continental Army

· Battle of Yorktown – French army and navy helped insure American victory
Unit 3 – Constitution and Early Government
· Nullification – states may repeal any federal law they deem unconstitutional

· Articles of Confederation lacked the power to tax and regulate interstate commerce
· Shay’s Rebellion led to a fear of anarchy and to the Constitutional Convention

· The 3 Branches of Government all have some powers over the other 2

· George Mason wrote, Virginia Declaration of Rights
· Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom abolished the special status of the Anglican Church in Virginia

· Great Compromise – 2-House legislature, one represented equally the other by population
· 3/5 Compromise – A Slave counts as 3/5 of a real person for representation purposes

· The national government holds some powers and the states hold others

· Federalists – supporters of a strong central government

· Did not believe that individual rights needed to be guaranteed specifically

· Believed in a strong national government that shared some powers with the states

· Believed a strong national government was needed to regulate interstate commerce, foreign trade, national defense and foreign relations

· National Bill of Rights would be redundant

· Anti-Federalist

· Would not ratify Constitution unless Bill of Rights added

· Constitution assigned judicial powers by establishing a separate and independent court

· George Washington presided over Constitutional Convention

· James Madison is considered the “Father of the Constitution”

· George Washington was NOT an Anti-Federalist

· Marbury vs. Madison – Judicial Review

Unit 4 – Early Nationalism and Jefferson

· Jefferson’s Democratic-Republicans were supported by farmers, artisans, and frontier settlers in the South
· Jefferson’s election of 1800 was the 1st presidential election in which power peacefully transferred from one party to another

· Supreme Court Chief Justice John Marshall enhanced the power of the federal government

· Lewis and Clark expedition --  authorized by Jefferson to explore new territories west of the Mississippi
· McCullock vs. Maryland – “The power to tax is the power to destroy”

· Monroe Doctrine 

· US wouldn’t interfere in European affairs

· Western hemisphere should no longer be considered for further colonization by Europe

· US would regard as a threat any attempt by European powers to impose their will on western independent nations

· Western nations and Europe are different by nature

Unit 5 – Jackson and Expansion

· Study Western Expansion map and know which states came out of the new territories
· Migration of Americans to Texas resulted in a revolt against Mexican Rule

· Western Movement influenced by:

· Manifest Destiny – belief that US would inevitably expand from Atlantic to Pacific
· Opportunity for cheap land and resources

· US gaining control of the Mississippi River and New Orleans

· Primary reason for building canals in 1820s was to ship farm goods to eastern markets and manufactured goods west more efficiently 

· Eli Whitney’s Cotton Gin helped spread slave-based economy in the Deep South

· Trail of Tears – forced relocation of eastern Indian tribes including the Cherokee

· Spoil’s System – awarding political supporters with government jobs

· Panic of 1837 

· Led to bank closings and collapse of the credit system

· Bankrupted hundreds of businesses

· Put 1/3 of the population out of work

· Election of 1828 saw an increase in eligible voters due to the elimination of property restrictions

· Andrew Jackson vetoed the National Bank in 1832 

· Elizabeth Cady Stanton held convention at Seneca Falls, NY that called for women to be treated equally to men

Unit 6 – Civil War and Reconstruction

· Southern Economy opposed high tariffs

· High protective tariffs increased price of foreign made products to give American made products and advantage
· Missouri Compromise preserved the balance of free and slave states by admitting Missouri as a slave state and Maine as a Free state

· William Lloyd Garrison’s publication, The Liberator called for the immediate and uncompensated emancipation of the slaves

· Uncle Tom’s Cabin stimulated anti-slavery feeling in the North

· Nat Turner’s Rebellion resulted in harsher and more repressive slave laws being passed

· Compromise of 1850 

· Slavery was abolished in the District of Columbia

· California entered as a free state

· Kansas-Nebraska Act  decided that popular sovereignty would determine whether or not slavery would be permitted in the territories
· Dred Scott decision ruled that blacks were not citizens and therefore had no rights under the Constitution

· Southern states began to secede from the Union in protest of Lincoln’s election 

· Bombardment of Ft. Sumter was the spark that started the Civil War

· Emancipation Proclamation

·  was issued after the Union victory at Antietam 

· Changed Union goal to freeing the slaves

· Battle of Gettysburg was the turning point of the Civil War

· Gettysburg Address described the Civil War as a struggle to preserve the nation

· Confederate army surrendered to Grant at Appomattox

· Frederick Douglass was a former slave that became a prominent black abolitionist prior to the Civil War

· Lincoln believed:

· Secession was illegal

· Reconstruction should quickly restore legitimate state governments that were loyal to the Union

· The federal government should not punish the South

· Radical Republicans’ Reconstruction Act

· Divided South into military districts

· Set requirements for readmission to the Union

· Outlawing racial segregation

· 13th Amendment – outlawed Slavery in the United States

· 14th Amendment – states cannot deny equal rights under the law to any American
· Compromise of 1877

· Ended military occupation of South

· “Jim Crow” Era began

· Confederates that controlled the Democratic party regained power

· Post-war Northern economy’s business was weakened by overproduction and lack of demand

· South’s economy was ruined and a large class of poor tenant farmers developed

