Project Overview - Food on the 15th

Objective:
Our goal is to deliver free bags of groceries to economically challenged seniors and to teach children about philanthropy.

Issue 1:  There are literally hundreds of hungry, economically challenged senior citizens in Howard County.  A major lack of financial resources occurs around the third week of each month when one social security check runs out and before the new one arrives.  Many of these seniors are choosing between buying food or purchasing their prescription drugs.  No one should have to make such a choice!

Solution to Issue 1:  Deliver free bags of groceries directly to the seniors’ homes around the third week of each month.  We chose one economically challenged senior residential building that is about 15 minutes from Clarksville Middle and Pointers Run Elementary.  Everyone in this building lives on less than $29,100 per year – some on just $9,000 per year.  There are food banks in the area, but many seniors have transportation and physical limitation issues that make it difficult for them to get to the food banks.  

Issue 2:  It is important to teach children the art of philanthropy as well as the importance of community service.  It’s wonderful to be able to donate money to organizations, but it’s also an incredible feeling to be able to donate your time, energy and creativity to a project – especially when it’s a team effort.  

Solution to Issue 2:  Our goal with this project is to have the children heavily involved in collecting the food, assembling the grocery bags and going with their parents to deliver the groceries to residents.  We want to create an experience for them that will show (1) positive results in a timely manner and (2) that they can make a difference in our community.  Parents and children work together on this project, creating more family time and getting the family involved in philanthropy.  Our goal is to get children involved in community service at a young age so they will continue philanthropic endeavors when they are adults and so that they, in turn, will teach their children about giving.

Project Name:  Food on the 15th.  We’ve chosen Food on the 15th to remind students/faculty/staff to bring in non-perishable items on the 15th of each month, but food can be donated on any day throughout the month.  This is an on-going year round project.  New Hope Adventist Church delivers the food over the summer.

Partnerships:  The rapid response to our memo asking building residents to call if they wanted to participate in our program was overwhelming – 60% of the residents signed up in just 72 hours, so there is a large need for this project.  We’re looking for sponsors to donate $10 gift cards to Weis Market to be given to residents monthly so that they can purchase fresh meat, dairy products and produce.

Current Sponsors:  Pat Hiban Real Estate, Eileen Robbins - Realtor, New Hope Adventist Church, Dunkin Donuts – Clarksville, JoJo and Reagan and the MIX 106.5 Morning Show, Columbia West Kumon, Great Harvest Bread Co, Sandy Spring Bank and The Coalition of Geriatric Services (COGS).  To become a sponsor, call Julie Rosenthal at Prochek Home Inspections, Julie@prochek.net or 410-740-8288.

Results:  This program is an overwhelming success!  The children are very involved and the seniors are absolutely delighted.  Special thanks to New Hope Church for coordinating the project over the summer.  This project is going into its second year.  To date we have delivered over 600 bags of groceries.

Project Leaders:

Clarksville Middle School – Julie Rosenthal (Mandl), Chair – Julie@prochek.net or 410-531-0128
Pointers Run Elementary School PTA Community Outreach Committee – Angie Bernard, Chair aabernard@cincere.com, 301-854-3889
Prochek Home Inspections - Proud Coordinating Sponsor of Food on the 15th


