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2010-2011 School Year

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to Ms. Wondergem’s 6th grade math class!  I am extremely excited about the year ahead, and I am looking forward to getting to know your child and you.  Provided in this packet is a description of the activities and policies your child will be involved in for 6th grade math.  You may keep this packet, but please return the last form with your signature for my records.

I have been teaching in the Johnson City Schools for 20 years.  For most of those years I have taught math.    I have a bachelor’s and master’s degree in elementary education that services grades kindergarten through 8th grade.  I earned my undergraduate degree from Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan and my graduate degree from East Tennessee State University, Johnson City.  
Middle school education and teaching mathematics are my passions.  With your child’s 100% effort and positive outlook in learning mathematics and my dedication to my profession and subject area, your child will be able to be successful in learning and applying mathematics.  I am looking forward to seeing your child succeed this school year.









Sincerely,









Jacquelyn Wondergem
6th Grade Math Class @ Indian Trail Middle School

Mrs. Jacquelyn Wondergem
Room 325: Bear Hall

School # 610-6000     
E-mail:  wondergemj@jcschools.org
Website:  www.quia.com/pages/wondergem.html
Required Books:

McDougal Littell Middle School Math: Course 1 
Workbook

Required Materials:  The required textbook materials for math class will be listed on the board outside of class each day.  It is the student’s responsibility to bring the listed materials.  Students should always bring:  Timetracker, homework, pencils, math notebook, paper, and a personal reading book. 

Classroom Rules

All students are expected to follow the rules listed in the Timetracker and the rules in the Code of Conduct book. In order for all students to have the opportunity to learn and benefit from class, appropriate behavior is always required. The following rules apply in the classroom:

Respect everyone at all times.

Be prepared and follow directions.

Follow appropriate listening behavior guidelines.

Math Class

Warm-up:  Math skills are reviewed and reinforced each day.  The students are expected to walk in class quietly and to begin working on the warm-up problems.  The problems will be discussed and corrected in class.

Daily and in-class assignments and activities:  Most of my lessons contain an activity, game, or in-class assignment as reinforcement or extension of the lesson. Students may be asked to work independently, in pairs, in small groups, or as a class.  It is important and required for all students to stay on task, follow directions, and give 100% effort.      

Vocabulary: Students are required to learn key math vocabulary to enhance their learning of the lessons.  I will discuss the words and their definitions as well as use the vocabulary throughout the unit and school year.  Vocabulary games will be used to reinforce understanding of key terms.
Math Lessons:  The math lessons are correlated with the skills set forth by Johnson City Schools and the State of Tennessee.  I will explain and write down key components and vocabulary as well as work a variety of problems that include the skill.  Students are expected to write the notes and examples in their math notebook.  The math notebook will contain all the notes on the skills we learn in class.  This is an excellent tool in refreshing the student’s memory of how to repeat the skills on homework or for review.  
Problem Solving:  Students will be asked to solve word problems that contain the math concepts we have learned in class.  When solving, each student is required to show their calculations, answer, and give a brief written description on their solving process.  

Quizzes and Tests: Math quizzes, chapter tests, or benchmark tests are given weekly.  Students can review and study for them by looking over the skills in their math notes, reworking problems they have missed in the workbook, or completing the problems in the math textbook.  The textbook is a great study tool and the publisher has a website, classzone.com, which can be used for study purposes.  It also provides a tutorial which can be useful if a student is absent or needs additional instruction.
Homework:  Homework is expected to be complete and in the classroom.  All problems in the homework should be attempted (including word problems).  Students must show all work when applicable, and the work must be organized and readable.  Questions about the math concept should be asked prior to the conclusion of the school day.    Homework counts as 25% of the math grade, classwork makes up 25% of the math grade, and quizzes and tests count for 50% of the math grade.
Classroom Website:  The website: www.quia.com/pages/wondergem.html 
is designed to inform parents and students of the concepts that are being taught in math class.  The website may be accessed on any computer with internet access.  This is a great study tool for students at home and to keep parents connected to the classroom.

Absentee Students

Attendance is one of the keys to success in math class.  If your child is absent please call 610-6005 to report the absence.  You may request homework when you make the absentee phone call, and the work will be in the office at 3:00 P.M.  It is the student’s responsibility to make-up and turn in any class work or homework missed in a timely manner. Being absent is not an excuse for not completing work or learning the concepts that were taught in class.    If the work is not turned in a zero will be earned.  

Final Note:  I expect all my students to give their 100% effort and participation in class as well as behave appropriately.  I also encourage the students to ask questions if they are confused or need help.  I am dedicated to making this school year a positive experience for all my students.  I appreciate all of your help in encouraging your child to be successful!  Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
PLEASE CUT AND RETURN TO Mrs. Wondergem.  Keep the other papers for your records.  

Student Name:_________________________________(printed)
I have read the math expectations and descriptions form.

Date _____________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature:______________________________________________

Student Signature:_________________________________________________ 

