Aim: What is meant by cultural context, and why is it important to understand? 
(Do Now:  Write -

1. Ask students for some examples of things they would never want their friends to do in the presence of their parents. Ask why a particular behavior would be considered unacceptable. Ask if this rule is written down anywhere, or whether one just knows it. 

2. Ask students for examples of things they would never want their parents to do when they were in the presence of the students' friends. Ask why a particular behavior by their parents would be considered unacceptable. Ask again if this rule is written anywhere, or whether they and their friends just know it.
(Discuss with the class the meaning of "context." Generally speaking, context means the circumstances in which a particular event or action occurs. In reference to culture, context refers to the often unwritten rules or norms that have evolved and become a part of a group's expected behavior in various situations. Provide some examples:

1.  Explain that if you "just know" a rule, it is a cultural norm. This norm guides behavior and lets everyone know what's right and what's rude, for example, when one is in the presence of someone's parents. 

2. Explain that just as there are cultural norms at home, in school, in the community, or in the country, there are cultural norms in other countries. Stepping out of one culture and stepping into another one is called "crossing cultures." Crossing cultures is not an easy thing to do. It's a complex process where understanding the context is fundamental to getting along effectively within the new culture.

(Ask students if they 


-have their own cultural norms that do not cross over to the US/classroom.  


-have experienced crossing cultures and been reprimanded for something that they thought wasn’t fair (at the end of share out, explain that understanding US norms will help them)

( Explain: Here in the US, all though we don’t have laws about these minor guides, we have summarized them so that you can be aware of them and their importance in interaction:
-Holding the door open for others, - Saying “please” and “thank you”, -looking someone in the eye when you shake their hand, - introducing yourself, - not cursing,  - not chewing gum, -smiling, - don’t interrupt or talk over people, -being on time, - being well dressed and groomed (etc. etc.)

Take away message for today:
· There are aspects of culture that are fundamental but subtle, yet important to grasp if one is to function effectively within a new cultural context. 

· Crossing cultures isn't easy. It's a complex process where understanding the context is everything. 

· In order to achieve the goals you set forth last week, you must be aware and follow the cultural context in which you are living.  People’s perceptions of you transform.  People will take you more seriously and will be impressed by you.  These interactions, however small, can make a huge difference.
Vocab words:

Manners
Etiquette

Courtesy

Respect

