Australopithicus Afarensis..."Lucy"
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Australopithecus afarensis "LUCY" – A half complete skeleton was discovered in 1974 by Donald Johanson who named it after the Beatle's song, "Lucy in the Sky With Diamonds." A year later, thirteen  similar skeletons were found. Remarkably, the skull was even more ape-like than other australopithecenes. 


In his book "Lucy, The beginnings of Human Kind," Johanson said, “I had no problem with Lucy. She was so odd that there was no question about her not being human. She simply wasn't. She was too little. Her brain was way too small and her jaw was the wrong shape. Her teeth pointed away from the human condition and back in the direction of apes. The jaws had the same primitive features." 
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On the basis of a hip and knee joint found later, however, Johanson "decided" that Lucy did walk in an upright, bipedal fashion. He deduced Lucy was an ancestor of man, as well as an ancestor of A. africanus (the original Australopithecus).  Great science at work here! 
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The australopithecines were all found in Africa and are believed to be the earliest true hominids. None has ever been found in Europe or Asia. They had ape-sized brains; their average cranial capacity ranged from 413 to 530 cc. They had strong jaws with large teeth. Like modern gorillas the adult males were much larger than the females. The babies probably took approximately the same length of time to grow up as a modern chimpanzee and gorilla. 

Size: 8"L, 6"W, 7 1/4"H 
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Origin: Africa 
Age: 3.6 to 2.9 million years ago
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Why did scientists name the Australopithecus afarensis’ skeleton,  “LUCY”?


Was Lucy human ? Why or why not?


How did Lucy walk? How do we know this?


Who are the earliest known true hominids?


Where did they live?


Describe their traits.


When did Lucy first appear and when did Lucy become extinct?


Describe similarities and differences in jaws and hipbone in Human, Australopithecus, and Chimpanzee.








