Course Syllabus
Algebra 1 (Course Code 1200310)
Algebra 1 Honors (Course Code 1200320)
2011-2012
Mrs. Z. Cardet
Email: zpcardet@dadeschools.net
Class websites: http://www.quia.com/pages/zcardet/algebra1
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A.  COURSE DESCRIPTION
The purpose of this course is to provide the foundation for more advanced mathematics courses and to develop the skills needed to solve mathematical problems. Topics shall include, but not be limited to: sets; variables; structure and properties of the real number system; first-degree equations/inequalities; relations and functions; graphs; systems of linear equations/inequalities; integral exponents; polynomials; factoring; rational algebraic expressions; irrational numbers; radical expressions; quadratic equations and mathematical problems.
Algebra 1 Honors provides a more rigorous, in-depth study of algebra with an emphasis on deductive reasoning skills.
For a complete list of the benchmarks covered in these courses, please visit the following links:

Algebra 1 Regular: http://www.floridastandards.org/Courses/PublicPreviewCourse1.aspx
Algebra 1 Honors:  http://www.floridastandards.org/Courses/PublicPreviewCourse2.aspx
B.  ASSIGNED TEXTBOOK
The assigned textbook for both courses is Pearson Prentice-Hall Algebra 1 Honors Gold Series (Florida 2011 edition).  The student edition and study resources are available at www.pearsonsuccessnet.com.  Each student will receive a username and password to access the online textbook and study tools.
C. HOME LEARNING
A homelearning assignment will be assigned every day, with very few exceptions.  Students are responsible for copying down the assignment in their learning journal (binder) at the beginning of class.     Homelearning assignments must be kept in the “Daily Activities” section of the learning journal and be completed in pencil (see the “Learning Journal Contract”).  Homelearning will be self-checked and logged each class period, for a total of 10 possible points every two weeks.  Students need to earn a minimum of 8 homework points every two weeks.  Not completing homework is considered to be “unprepared for class” and will be subject to disciplinary action as per the discipline plan.   Regular homelearning quizzes will be given with questions that come directly from recent homelearning assignments, so it is important to keep up with homelearning on a regular basis.  More detailed information on the homework check procedure is available in a PDF file on the class website.
D.  ATTENDANCE/MAKE-UP WORK
Only students with excused absences will be allowed to make up missed assignments (excused means they bring an admit marked “Satisfactory” from the attendance office).  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain any missed assignments and/or notes.  Make-up work will be due the next class period, unless otherwise instructed by the teacher.  An absence prior to a test day does not excuse the student from the scheduled test or quiz.  Excessive absences and/or tardies (excused or unexcused) can have a detrimental effect on learner progress.  Repeated unexcused tardies are subject to disciplinary action as per the discipline plan.
E.  GRADING POLICY
	GRADE
	NUMERICAL VALUE
	VERBAL INTERPRETATION
	GRADE POINT VALUES

	A
	90-100%
	Outstanding Progress
	4-3.5

	B
	80-89%
	Above Average Progress
	3.49-2.5

	C
	70-79%
	Average Progress
	2.49-1.5

	D
	60-69%
	Lowest Acceptable Progress
	1.49-1.0

	F
	1-59%
	Insufficient Progress (Failure)
	0

	Z
	0%`
	Assignment not turned in
	0


The quarterly grade is a weighted average of the grades earned in different assignment categories as follows:
	CATEGORY
	% OF QUARTERLY GRADE

	Graded Classwork /Notebook Check
	10%

	Homelearning Quizzes
	10%

	Lesson Quizzes
	20%

	Chapter/Unit Tests
	30%

	Projects
	30%


F.  REQUIRED SUPPLIES

· Three-ring binder (1.5 inch minimum)

· 4 dividers

· LOTS of loose-leaf notebook paper (no composition or spiral notebooks)

· LOTS of Graph paper

· LOTS of Pencils and erasers (all work is to be done in pencil only!)

· Colored pens for grading (any ink color is fine, except black, yellow, or invisible ()

· Colored pencils or markers

· Scissors

· Glue stick

· 12-inch ruler with metric and customary measurements

· Scientific calculator (TI30 models are inexpensive but well-equipped)

· A pouch or Ziploc bag to keep supplies in class (optional)
Repeatedly being unprepared for class is subject to disciplinary action as per the discipline plan.
Discipline Plan for Mrs. Cardet’s Math Class
RULES
· Be courteous and respectful of EVERYONE.
· Be on time.

· Be prepared for class.

· Listen and follow directions the first time given (please ask if you need clarification of directions).
· Follow all school and district rules (pay special attention to rules regarding cell phones/iPods/other electronic devices, permanent markers and gum)** 

**See the Student/Parent Handbook for specific school and district policies.
REWARDS
· A positive classroom atmosphere
· A positive relationship with your teacher
· A positive relationship with your classmates
· Class will be more fun!
PROGRESSIVE DISCIPLINARY ACTION
1. Verbal warning.
2. Parent contact (by phone or email).
3. One-hour detention after school; parent contact (by phone or email).
4. Referral to administration (may result in a 3-hour Saturday detention, or indoor/outdoor suspension as determined by administrator); in-person parent/teacher conference will be requested.
5. SEVERE CLAUSE:  An immediate detention or referral will be issued in the event of willful disobedience, open defiance of authority, violence against persons or property, or any other act which substantially disrupts or has a detrimental effect on the orderly conduct of the class and/or the school.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT – PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN BY 8/30/11
STUDENT:  I have read Mrs. Cardet’s course syllabus and discipline plan and understand them. I will adhere to the classroom rules and procedures.

Print Name: ____________________
Period # ___________

Signature: _____________________
Date: ______________

PARENT/GUARDIAN:  My child has read the course syllabus and discipline plan with me.  I understand them and will support them.


Print Name: ____________________


Signature: _____________________
Date: ______________

TEACHER:  I will be fair and consistent in administering the academic and discipline plans with my students.

Signature: Zulema Cardet

Date: 
8/22/11



(electronic signature)

NOTE: There is a separate “Learning Journal Contract” that must also be signed and returned. (
