	Curriculum Area:  Civics and Economics
	  Grade Level:  7


	Influences on Americas Government … digital projects

	In this lesson, students will examine the rights granted to American citizens by the Bill of Rights and identify from which documents these ideas were borrowed (reasons for these rights in the Declaration of Independence, and similarities between the Bill of Rights and the Virginia Declaration of Rights).  Students will present their findings in a digital format


	SOLs:  CE- 1a,b,d- CE-2a,b

NETS*S: Grades 6-8 (#'s  3,4,5,10)



	Technology Required:  one computer per student with internet access, LCD projector, SmartBoard 





Lesson Activity Template

	Teacher(s) submitting lesson: 
	Todd Zetwick

	Date: 
	11-20-06

	Time to Complete Lesson:
	4-5days

	Curriculum Area: 
	Social Studies


	Subject Area: 
	Civics and Economics

	Grade Level: 
	7

	Correlation to the SOLs: 
	SOLs:  CE- 1a,b,d- CE-2a,b

	Learning Objective(s): 
	*Students will utilize a mnemonic device to create an illustrated (“digital”)Bill of Rights 

*Students will be able to list rights protected by the 1st amendment and the Bill of Rights

*Students will be able to explain how the Bill of Rights protects against abuse of government power

*Students will be able to describe how the Bill of Rights protects the rights of the accused

*Students will be able to discuss how the Bill of Rights protects other rights the Constitution does not specifically address

*Students will be able to explain the significance of the Va. Declaration of Rights, and the Declaration of Independence as they relate to the Bill of Rights.


	Materials Required: 
	1.  One computer per student with internet access.

2.  Copies of Virginia Declaration of Rights, Declaration of Independence, and US Bill of Rights (or paper copies of the Bill of Rights in pictures hand out).

3.  Constitutioncenter.org website


	Technology Required: 
	One computer per student with internet access (if available).

LCD projector

Smart Board


	Goals and Objectives this plan meets from our District Technology Plan:

(http://www.shenandoah.k12.va.us/pdf/techplan0308.pdf)
	II.B.1, II.B.3, IV.A.1, IV.B.1, V.A.1, V.C.1.2.3

	Procedures/ Activities: 
	1.
As an Anticipatory set have students draw pictures to represent the 5 freedoms granted by the 1st amendment to the Constitution.

2.
As students complete anticipatory set assignment, distribute Bill of Rights in pictures packets OR OPEN AND DSIPLAY DIGITAL VERSION ON THE SMART BOARD.

3.
Allow a few minutes for students to share responses to antic set

4.
Remind/review with students:  The Framers of the Constitution believed in the principle of limited government, an idea that gave the people the ability to check the national government.  They believed that the rights of the people should be expressly written into the Constitution of the United States of America.  In 1791, the 1st ten amendments of the Constitution were ratified.  These were known as the Bill of Rights.  These amendments placed limits on the amount of power the national government could exercise over the people.  They also listed the specific, and nonspecific, powers that would be given to the people to help limit the government’s power.  Many of these amendments reflect the reasons listed in the Declaration of Independence for America’s insistence on independence from England, and the framers of the constitution utilized such documents as Va declaration of rights, Virginia statue for religious freedom to assist them in writing the Bill of Rights.

 5.
Explain to students that this is a huge amount of information that will be very difficult to remember. But:
A great way to remember large quantities of information, like the powers of the people given by the Bill of Rights, is by using a mnemonic device.  Another great way to help learn these large quantities of information is by creating a picture that represents facts, definitions, or in this case the Bill of Rights, to help you to recall the information.  Dale Carnegie developed this mnemonic device to help people remember the rights and powers given to them by the Bill of Rights.

6.
Explain what a mnemonic device is and give several examples to help them to focus on the mnemonic that will be used.

7.          Introduce the mnemonic device that is being used for this lesson.  in this case a sset of paired rhymes.

one-run, two-zoo, three-tree, four-door, five-hive, six-sticks, seven-heaven, eight-gate, nine-dine, ten-hen.  (each rhyme represents and amendment in the bill of rights.  and students will create visual representations of the paired rhyme combined with the rights protected by that amendment to help them to remember their rights granted by the bill of rights)

8.
Refer students to the packet and begin explaining the rules of the assignment.  (Choose your own, but I always give these:  Best work, must be in color, must either draw/cut out pictures/use computer/use digital camera/use scanner).  Also, review the contents of the packet with the class (Be sure to bring attention to the rubric, the written assignment, the vocabulary section, the individual amendment pages, and the end of packet review.

9.
At this time, if you have prepared an example packet you can share this with the class and allow them to see the teachers interpretation (This is very time consuming but highly recommended)

OR


Lead the class in a brainstorm session of how to non-linguistically represent the 1st amendment (you can make a class poster on poster board, demonstrate some of the clip art/internet ideas available, use the magazines to have different groups cut out different “parts” of the 1st amendment, or utilize the digital camera to create a candid photo that represents the 1st amendment non- linguistically.

10.
When finished introducing the assignment,  Allow students to set a reasonable DEADLINE FOR COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT.  Then allow students the remainder of the period to work on the packet.



IMPORTANT:  IF YOU ARE ALLOWING STUDENTS TO USE THE COMPUTER CREATED OPTION TO COMPLETE THE ASSIGNMENT:  

1)  BE SURE TO RESERVE THE COMPUTER LAB FOR THE DAYS THAT YOU WILL ALLOW THEM TO WORK ON THE PROJECT IN CLASS

2)PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH DIGITAL COPIES OF THE PACKET AND A MEANS TO SAVE  THEIR WORK.  GOOGLE FOR EDUCATORS PROVIDES A GREAT FILE SHARING APPLICATION CALLED “DOCS & SPREADSHEETS”.  I USUALLY USE MY SCHOOL’S NETWORK SHARED DRIVE. 


	Method of Assessment:
	BILL OF RIGHTS IN PICTURES DIGITAL PACKET.  

IF YOU LACK ACCESS TO RESOURCES THAT ENABLE THE COMPLETION OF THIS PROJECT, ALLOW STUDENTS TO DRAW THE PICTURES AND THEN USE A SCANNER TO PLACE THE PICTURES IN THE DIGITAL VERSION, WHICH CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS THROUGH QUIA.COM SITE (GOOGLE FOR EDUCATORS "DOCS & SPREADSHEETS" FILE SHARING APPLICATION)


	Conclusions/Observations: 
	USE THE CONSTITUTIONCENTER.ORG WEBSITE TO ALLOW STUDENTS FIND INFORMATION NEEDED TO UNDERSTAND THE RIGHTS THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENS 

In the event that there are problems with the wireless lab an alternate assignment can easily be adapted to use with a paper version of the "digital packet" and primary resource documents can be found in the library or textbooks. 


	NETS*T Performance Indicators:

(http://cnets.iste.org/teachers/t_stands.html)
	II.A, II.B, II.E, III.A, III.C, III.D, IV.A, VI.E








