U.S. Government

Syllabus

Teacher:

Coach Mullins


Room #:

M-105
Planning Period:
5th period (2:25-3:07)
E-mail:

nmullins@wcs.k12.va.us
School Phone:
276-642-5300

Course Description:
This is a course designed to provide the student with a firm understanding of the structure and functions of state, local, and national government.  The class will cover the fundamental concepts of democratic theory and philosophy, we will examine the structure, and institutions of the national government, analyze the Constitution and amendments, and investigate political beliefs and behaviors, party politics and interest groups.  Civil rights and civil liberties and the interplay of freedom and equality are also primary areas of content and class discussion.  
Text: Magruder’s American Government 2009 

Resources Utilized:
This class will utilize resources such as the textbook, videos, resource books, maps, newspapers, the Internet, historical documents, and guest speakers.

Topics Covered:
1st Nine Weeks:
Foundations of American Government and Political Behavior/ Legislative Branch
2nd Nine Weeks:
Legislative Branch/Executive Branch/Judicial Branch
3rd Nine Weeks:
 Executive Branch/Judicial Branch/Comparative Political Systems
4th Nine Weeks: 
Comparative Political and Economic Systems/State and Local 



Government & Final Exam.

Grading

Tests:



50%




93-100
A   

                  







85-92

B

In class participation
10%




77-84

C

Homework and quizzes
40%


                   70-77

D


   







below 70
F

Student: Students will need a notebook for handouts and notes.  

John S. Battle Make Up Policy: 
Every student is expected to make up all worked missed in each class regardless of the reason for the absence

Students are responsible for finding out from the teacher what work they have missed immediately upon returning to school

At no time is a student to miss additional class time or another class to make up work

Students have two school days to make up work if they have been absent two or fewer consecutive days

After two consecutive days of absences, students have one additional day to make up their work for each additional day’s absence

Failure to complete makeup work within the allotted time will result in a lower student grade
Discipline Problems: Will be handled on a case-by-case basis in accordance with policy.

Class Rules:
1. Be polite and respect others and their property

2. Tardiness will not be tolerated.  Tardiness is defined as not being in your seat when the bell rings

3. All assignments must be turned in on the assigned day.
________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature: _______________________________  Date: ____/____/____

Parent Signature:  ________________________________ Date: ____/____/____

