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Introduction
Put on your thinking caps! You are curious about inventions and want to someday make your own. (You secretly want to be as rich as Bill Gates) You have had some great ideas in the past but nothing seems right when you start to create your own. What is it that has made some of the greatest inventions great? Do they use other inventions to create new inventions? Who were some of the greatest inventors? There have also been some pretty dumb inventions. What are they and why would someone want to create such a goofy thing? It's time to use the internet and other research tools to get some answers to these perplexing questions. Oh yeah, what does perplexing mean anyway?
The Task
1. Explore inventions that have been significant over the last 200 years.
2. Find the names of the inventors and research what their inventions were and how they have helped mankind.
3. During your search, you'll find some really dumb or goofy inventions.
4. Who are the inventor of these dumb ones and why did they invent them?
5. You may use the worksheet provided for the information that you collect. (One worksheet for each inventor)
Resources
The Internet:
· http://www.ideafinder.com/history/
· http://totallyabsurd.com
· http://inventors.about.com/library/bl_by_state_inventors.htm
· http://www.enchantedlearning.com/inventors/usonly.shtml
· http://www.teacheroz.com/inventors.htm
· http://inventionreaction.com
· http://greatachievements.org

The Process
1. Find 5 inventions
·  List two inventions that you think are the most significant over the last 200 years
· List one invention that you are interested in.
· Find 2 inventions that you think was really dumb or stupid
2. For each of the five inventions, you must do the following
· The name of the inventor
· Where the invention was from (city, state and or country)
· The year it was invented
· Give a description of the invention
· Find a picture of the invention
· Interesting tidbits about the inventor
· Uses of the invention
· Inventions that evolved from it
· Historical context of the invention
· Discuss the inventions impact upon society and how it made life easier or expanded American’s knowledge at that time.
The Presentation
The report is to be presented using a Power Point presentation.
Include:
· Title page
· Information about all 5 inventions
· Pictures
· Work Cited page
Evaluation
The Rubric!
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	content
	1 invention/inventor
	2 inventions/inventors
	3 inventions/
inventors
	4 inventions/inventors
	All 5 inventions/inventors

	Spelling and grammar
	Very poor
	Many mistakes
	A few mistakes
	One or two mistakes
	No mistakes

	Work Cited
	none
	incomplete
	satisfactory
	good
	complete

	Power Point
	None
	incomplete
	satisfactory
	Good
	excellent




Grading Scale: 0-3 points = F, 4-6 points = D, 7-9 points = C, 10-12 points = B, 13-15 points = A

Conclusion

When you are finished with this Web Quest you will have learned about Inventions and Inventors. You will also have learned how to use your word processing skills to set up an electronic report. Know this will help you in other classes to properly set up and use Microsoft Word to create report and papers that are required.
Some suggestions:

Inventors List
	Edwin Armstrong
Leo Baekeland
Matthias Baldwin
John Bardeen
Andrew Beard
Alexander Graham Bell
Emile Berliner
Otis Boykin
John Browning
Vannevar Bush
Chester Carlson
Wallace Carothers
Willis Carrier
George Washington Carver
Samuel Colt
Peter Cooper
Glenn Curtiss
Gottlieb Daimler
John Deere
Lee DeForest
Joseph Dixon
The Brothers Duryea
George Eastman
	Thomas Edison
John Fitch
Henry Ford
Benjamin Franklin
Robert Fulton
Richard Gatling
Robert Goddard
Charles Goodyear
John Gorrie
Bette Graham
John Gregg
John Holland
Robert Jarvik
Thomas Jefferson
Steven Jobs
Fredrick Jones
Edwin Land
Samuel Langley
John Larson
Hudson Maxim
Cyrus McCormick
Garret Morgan
Samuel Morse
	Ransom Olds
J. Robert Oppenheimer
Elisha Otis
John Pemberton
George Pullman
James Ritty
Jonas Salk
Jacob Schick
Alexander De Seversky
Igor Sikorsky
Igor Sikorsky
Isaac Singer
Charles Steinmetz
Frederick Taylor
George Westinghouse
Edward Weston
Eli Whitney
Daniel Williams
Granville Woods
Brothers Wright
Linus Yale
Vladimir Zworykin






Inventions list

	FM Radio
Steam Engine
Transistor
Jenny (Train) Coupler
Plastic
Steam Locomotive
Telephone
Gramaphone
Pacemaker
Browning Rifle
Analog Computer
Transistor
Nylon
Air Conditioner
Peanut Products
Colt Revolver
Locomotive
Airplanes
Motorcycle
Tractor
Vaccume Tube
Pencil
Horseless Carriage
Dry Plate Photography
	Light Bulb
Steamboat
Model T (Car)
Lightning Rod
Steamboat
Gatling Gun
Rockets & Liquid Fuel
Vulcanized Rubber
Ice Machine
Bette Graham
Shorthand
Submarine
Artificial Heart
Swivel Chair
Desktop Computer
Automobile Air Conditioner
Polaroid Camera
Bolometer, Early Airplane
Polygraph
Maxim Machine Gun
Mechanical Reaper
Gas Mask
Morse Code
	Oldsmobile
Atomic Bomb
Elevator Brakes
Coca-Cola
Pullman Sleeping (Train) Car
Cash Register
Polio Vaccine
Razor
Bombsight
Helicopters
Helicopters
Sewing Machine
Alternating Current (AC)
Scientific Method of Assembly
Rotary Engine
Electrometer
Cotton Gin
Open Heart Surgery
Railway Telegraphy Stations
Airplane
Locks
Electron Microscope
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