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Important accidents in Science History

The following substances were discovered either completely by accident, or were originally intended for other uses.
 
Gelignite by Alfred Nobel
Silly Putty by James Wright.
Pittacal, the first synthetic dyestuff, by Carl Ludwig Reichenbach.
Mauve, the first aniline dye, by William Henry Perkin.
Teflon, by Roy J. Plunkett.
Cyanoacrylate-based Superglue (a.k.a. Krazy Glue) by Dr. Harry Coover.
Scotchgard moisture repellant by Patsy Sherman. 
Cellophane by Swiss chemist Jacques Brandenberger.
The chemical element helium by British chemist William Ramsay .
The chemical element Iodine was discovered by Bernard Courtois.
Celluloid by British chemist and metallurgist Alexander Parkes.
Rayon, the first synthetic silk, by French chemist Hilaire de Chardonnet.
Acesulfame, an artificial sweetener, was discovered accidentally in 1967 by Karl Claus.
Another sweetener, cyclamate by US chemist Michael Sveda.
Aspartame (NutraSweet)  by chemist James Schlatter.
Penicillin by Alexander Fleming.
Minoxidil's action on baldness.
Retin-A anti-wrinkle action
The first benzodiazepine, chlordiazepoxide by Austrian scientist Dr Leo Sternbach.
The anesthetic nitrous oxide (laughing gas). by British chemist Humphry Davy. 
Mustine, a therapy for Hodgkin's lymphoma.
Bioelectricity, by Luigi Galvani.
The mydriatic effects of belladonna extracts, by Friedrich Ferdinand Runge
Vaccination, discovered by English physician Edward Jenner.
Interferon, by two Japanese virologists, Yasu-ichi Nagano and Yasuhiko Kojima.


Select one of the discoveries on the previous pages and research its origins. Write a brief (1 paragraph) explanation of the discovery.
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