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	There are clues that many years ago the chinese tried to invent a sort of "roof tent" for jumping. But the paracutes we know were not made until the 1700s. (Ted Terrance, A History of Flying, Glenmore Press, New York, 1980, p. 104.) Balloonists worked to build a chute because they wanted a safe way to land if the balloon burst. 


	With the use of air planes in World War I, we were able to drop supplies by chute to our forces deep in hosstile lands. The parachute pack has saved the lives of lots of pilots.Today there are lots of people who enjoy the sport of sky diving. In france a man by the name of Garnerin made the first drop in a cone-shaped parachute. (Scot Webber, "Sky Diving," Sports Today, May 1981, pp. 5-6.) He made many jumps but got airsick because of the wobbly ride down. Then a friend told him to cut a hole in the top of the chute, allowing air to flow though. This cone shape with a hole in the top is still used today.























