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The First Typewriter
The first typewriter was called the “Sholes & Glidden Type Writer”.  The idea of the typewriter started in 1868. Christopher Latham Sholes was eager to participate in the “Age of Invention” to produce devices benefiting Mankind. A friend of Sholes suggested that a device that could print the entire alphabet would be useful. They agreed that this could be the wave of the future.


Sholes created a demonstration model in 1868. It consisted of a piece of printer’s type mounted on a little rod. The rod was mounted so that it struck a flat plate that held a piece of carbon paper sandwiched with a piece of stationery. He then built a prototype, which was sent as the patent model to Washington. The commercial product was produced by the gunmakers E. Remington & Sons in New York from 1874-1878. While only 5,000 models were sold, it founded a worldwide industry. Many office tasks now became mechanized.


Many different models of typewriters have been created over the years. Mechanical or manual typewriters were eventually replaced by electric typewriters. New features were added to the typewriter. In 1981, personal computers started replacing typewriters in many offices. Today, word processing is considered a replacement of the typewriter in most offices.
