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Ages:

Give your age

To say your age in Japanese, you add ~ sai (才) to the number
Watch! Some numbers (1, 8 &10) have sound changes when you add ~ sai

	· 1 year old
	· issai
	· 一才才



	· 2 years old
	· nisai
	· 二才

	· 3 years old
	· sansai
	· 三才

	· 4 years old
	· yonsai
	· 四才

	· 5 years old
	· gosai
	· 五才

	· 6 years old
	· rokusai
	· 六才

	· 7 years old
	· nanasai
	· 七才

	· 8 years old
	· hassai
	· 八才


	· 9 years old
	· kyuusai
	· 九才


	· 10 years old
	· jussai
	· 十才




Notice there is a special word for 20 years old


	· 11 years old
	· juuissai
	· 十一才

	· 12 years old
	· juunisai
	· 十二才

	· 13 years old
	· juusansai
	· 十三才

	· 14 years old
	· juuyonsai
	· 十四才

	· 15 years old
	· juugosai
	· 十五才

	· 16 years old
	· juurokusai
	· 十六才

	· 17 years old

	· juunanasai
	· 十七才

	· 18 years old
	· juuhassai
	· 十八才

	· 19 years old

	· juukyuusai
	· 十九才

	· 20 years old
	· hatachi
	· 二十才
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Ages:

Ask how old someone is

Atarashii tango:
Mackenzie College Languages Department		Year 7 & 8 Japanese
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· 
· ~ sai (才)  – ages suffix
· nan – what



·  (Person) wa nansai desu ka

             How old is (person)?


·  (Person) wa _____ sai desunumber


             (Person) is ____ years oldnumber




·  (Person) wa  hatachi desu

             (Person) is 20 years old


れい：
1. Nansai desu ka
2. Watashi wa十四才 desu

3. Michiko san wa nansai desu ka
4. Michiko san wa hatachi desu
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Ages:

Ask how old someone is

れい：
Asking someone’s age	(♪♪６)

1.  	A:	nansai desu ka
B:	juurokusai desu

2.  	A:	nansai desu ka
B:	juusansai desu.	Junkun wa?
A:	boku mo juusansai desu

3.	A:	nansai desu ka
	B:	juukyuusai desu
	A:	Kentasan mo juukyuusai desu ka
	B:	iie. Boku wa hatachi desu

In kanji

1.  	A:	nansai desu ka
B:	十六才 desu

2.  	A:	nansai desu ka
B:	十三才 desu.	Junkun wa?
A:	boku mo 十三才 desu

3.  	A:	nansai desu ka
B:	十九才 desu
A:	Kentasan mo十九才 desu ka
B:	iie. Boku wa 二十才desu
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Age


Age is very important to Japanese people and it will often be one of the first questions they ask you – nansai desu ka.
They need to determine your age to know how to behave towards you – even to the point of which language to use. We have different levels of politeness in English too but maybe not as extreme as in Japan. By knowing someone’s age you can determine whether they are your せんぱい (senpai) or こうはい (koohai), and therefore how you should interact. The older you are, the more ‘mana’ you have in your family and in society. Often an elderly person will still be running the family business from his hospital bed!
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