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[bookmark: _GoBack]Earth Science- Block
Course Syllabus
Teacher- Ms. Andrea Helton		Room- M-106 (Mason Building)
Phone Number- 276-642-5300 (JSB Office)
Email-  andreah@wcs.k12.va.us
Text- Holt McDougal: Earth Science
Required Materials- Textbook/Workbook, 3 ring binder, loose leaf paper, dividers, colored pencils, pens and pencils
Course Description:
Students in Earth Science will apply basic concepts in all branches of the field, which include geology, meteorology, astronomy, and oceanography. Problem-solving and decision-making will be stressed as well as interpretation of maps, graphs, tables, and charts in each of these areas. The scientific method and the development of scientific thought is emphasized in connecting key concepts involving the Earth’s structure, processes, history, atmosphere, hydrosphere, and its position in space. Major topics of study include plate tectonics, the rock cycle, Earth’s history, the oceans, weather, climate, the solar system, and the universe. A primary goal of these objectives is to prepare students for making informed decisions in matters involving the Earth, its natural resources and space. 


Curriculum: The following is a general outline of the class, which is subject to change based on student need, student understanding, and class disruptions. Subject matter may overlap into the next quarter.
1st 4-1/2 Weeks- Scientific Investigation, Interpreting Data, and Reasoning; Maps, Globes, Models, Charts, etc.; Minerals; Rocks and Rock Cycle
(SOL- ES 1a-f, 2a-d, 4a-b , 5a-c,)
2nd 4-1/2 Weeks- Plate Tectonics; Earth’s History; Earth’s Renewable and Nonrenewable Resources; Fresh Water Resources
(SOL- ES 6a-d, 7a-e, 8a-e, 9a-d
3rd 4-1/2 Weeks- Oceanography; Atmosphere
(SOL- ES 10a-e, 11a-d, 12a-d)
4th 4-1/2 Weeks- Meteorology; Astronomy
(SOL- ES 3a-d, 13a-b,)


Assessment:
Grading:
A= 93-100	B= 85-92	C= 77-84	D= 70-76	F= Below 70
Daily grades include homework, bell ringer assignments, labs and lab reports, notebook checks, and class participation. Test grades will include assessments, quizzes, and major reports or projects. The daily average will count for 40% of the final grade and the test/quiz average will count as 60% of the final grade.

Honor Policy:
Academic Misconduct--receiving or giving unauthorized aid on any assignment--will be dealt with most severely.  You are not allowed to use books, notes, or notebooks to take any quiz or test in this course unless instructed otherwise.  You are not allowed to copy answers from a neighbor's quiz, test, or other assignment.  If you violate the honor code you will receive a zero.  Disciplinary action will also be taken and parents will be notified

Make-Up Policy:
In keeping with school policy, any work missed due to student absence should be made up within 2 schools days upon the student’s return to school. (Refer to student handbook for full explanation.) Work not completed within a reasonable period of time will be recorded as a zero. It is the responsibility of the student to get all missed work at the teacher’s convenience. 

If a student misses a lab activity he/she may be required to stay after school to make up the missed lab. 

Homework Policy:
Homework Assignments are expected to be completed on time. Homework will not be accepted late if the student was present on the day it was assigned.  Students will need to work with the teacher to make up missed assignments. Make up work will only be accepted in the 4-1/2 weeks in which it was assigned. 
















Class Room Rules

·  Respect yourself and others.  Keep hands, feet and other personal property to yourself.  Obscene language is not allowed!

· Bring your notebook, textbook, and pencil each day to class.  

· Be in your assigned seat with materials out when the bell rings. 

· Do not touch lab equipment unless you are instructed to do so.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please detach this portion and returned signed to your teacher.

I have read this syllabus and understand all expectations and rules of this class. 

__________________________ Student Name	Parent Name___________________

__________________________ Student Signature  Parent Signature ______________________
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