Course Syllabus
Local Math Elective/Algebra I

Teachers:	    Buffy Milhorne & Sharlene Warren
Room:  	    409
School Phone:  (276) 739-3200
E-mail:  	    bmilhorn@wcs.k12.va.us
		     swarren@wcs.k12.va.us
Webpage:  	    http://www.quia.com/pages/bmilhorne/page3

Course Description

In Algebra I, you will be building on the things you have learned in your middle school math courses.  You will learn how to solve problems by hand as well as by using the graphics calculator.  The topics you will study this year will include:
· Expressions and Operations
· Relations and Functions
· Solving Equations and Inequalities in One Variable
· Linear Equations and Slope
· Graphing Linear Inequalities
· Solving Systems of Equations and Inequalities
· Laws of Exponents
· Adding, Subtracting, and Multiplying Polynomials
· Factoring Polynomials
· Graphing and Solving Quadratic Equations
· Simplifying Square Roots and Cube Roots
· z-scores
This course is an SOL course which means that you will take the SOL End-of-Course test in May.  This course is required for graduation.

Materials

The following materials should be brought to class each day:
· Workbook
· A three ring binder with loose leaf paper
· Pencils


Classroom Rules & Expectations

1. Be on time for class.  Class will begin at the bell.  Each student must be in his/her seat when the bell rings.  I will follow the school tardy policy.
2. Be prepared – Bring all materials to class every day.
3. Respect others.
4. Listen carefully, and follow directions.
5. Because of the potential for spills, please leave all food and drinks outside the classroom.  If you bring a drink to class, please place it on the file cabinet before class begins.  You may retrieve the drink at the end of class.
6. Be respectful of school property.  Leave things as you found them.
7. Participate in class and complete all assignments.
8. Mobile devices are not permitted in class.
9. Work hard and accept responsibility for your learning – if you give us your best effort every day, we won’t let you fail.  The only way that you can truly fail is to refuse to do the things that this class requires.


Grading Criteria

Your grade in this class will be based on a points system.  At the end of each nine weeks, I will add up the points that you have earned and divide that number by the total number of points possible.  This percentage will be your final grade for the nine-weeks grading period.  I encourage you to keep up with your current grade in class.  If you find that your average is slipping, see me for some extra help.

Your grade will be based on:

· 5-Minute Checks:  A five minute check assignment will be given at the beginning of each class.  As soon as the bell rings, you should begin working on this assignment.  I will grade these daily.  At the end of each week, you will receive a cumulative grade for the five minute checks completed during that week.  This grade will be worth a possible 10 points. 

· Quizzes:  In order to determine how you are progressing as we move through each unit, frequent quizzes will be given.  Quizzes will be announced at least one day before they are given.  Please take time to prepare for the quiz by looking over your notes and your completed  assignments.  Working practice problems is also a good way to prepare for the quizzes.  We will have at least two quizzes each week.  Quizzes will be worth 10 to 20 points each.  Please think of quizzes as another way to practice and assess your learning as we move through each chapter.  If you don’t do well on a quiz, don’t panic.  Look at what you missed, and get extra help on the areas where you are struggling.  You will be given an opportunity at the end of each unit to improve your quiz grades, so use your performance on quizzes to guide your learning.  I’ll give you more details about this later.

· Tests:  A test will be given at the end of each unit.  Each test will be worth 100 points.  We will have 2 or 3 tests per nine week grading period.  Please make sure to prepare for each test.  Review the notes you have taken in class daily.  Reviewing your quizzes is also a good way to prepare for test.  


Attendance & Make-up Work

One of the best ways to ensure that you are successful in this class is to attend class each day.  If you aren’t in class, it will be difficult for you to catch up on everything you miss.  If you miss class, it is your responsibility to obtain all missed work and assignments.  It is also up to you to set up a convenient time with me to make up missed quizzes and/or tests.  You will have two school days to make up work if you have been absent 2 or fewer consecutive days.  After 2 consecutive days of absence, you will have 1 additional day to make up work for each additional day’s absence.  Failure to complete your make up work within the allotted time will result in a lower grade.


Extra Help

Algebra builds from one day to the next.  If you don’t understand one day’s lesson, it can make tomorrow’s lesson more difficult to understand.  Actively listen in class and make sure you are paying attention to the lesson.  Please ask questions if you need to.  We welcome your questions because we want you to learn and to be successful.  We will be happy to arrange a time to work with you before or after school if you need extra help.  Remember that we are in this together.  We are here to help in any way that we can. 




 






