Evaluation and Analysis Assignment

Events to address: 

The March on Washington, D.C., August 28th, 1963 when Dr. Martin Luther King gave his “I Have a Dream” speech and The Terrorist Attacks, September 11th, 2001.


Task:  To write a compare and contrast essay about the events of August 28th, 1963 and September 11, 2001.

The March on Washington, D.C. and the September 11th terror attacks both had a significant impact on our Nation.  The events of each day changed the history of our country in some positive, as well as negative, ways.  

Write an informative essay that explains, compares, and contrasts these events.  Focus on the purpose of each event, the process of each event, the leaders of each event, and the outcome of each event, and how these things have impacted our society.

Please use the following introduction paragraph:


Both the March on Washington, D.C. and the terrorist attacks of September 11th, 2001 are significant events in the history of our Nation.  These events permanently changed and shaped the people of the United States of America, and because of this, our country will never be the same. The impact that these events has had is similar in some ways and different in others. (Thesis statement)

Please use the following introduction sentences for each body paragraph:

The purposes of these events are very different from one another.


In addition, the processes that were undertaken in both situations are extremely different. 


While the leaders of both The March on Washington, D.C. and the terrorist attacks were highly influential men, that is where the similarities end.

Finally, the outcomes of both The March on Washington, D.C. and the terrorist attacks were quite different.  

Overall, after The March on Washington, D.C. and the terror attacks of 9/11 things in our nation did change.


This is to be a 6 paragraph essay.  The structure is as follows:

Paragraph 1- Introduction (done for you)

Paragraph 2- About the purposes

Paragraph 3- About the processes

Paragraph 4- About the leaders

Paragraph 5- About the outcomes

Paragraph 6- Conclusion-summarize and wrap up


We will work on this in class.  You will type it on the ipads and submit it through Google Apps.  The due date is not determined yet.  This is a 100 point assignment.




















Both the March on Washington, D.C. and the terrorist attacks of September 11th, 2001 are significant events in the history of our Nation.  These events permanently changed and shaped the people of the United States of America, and because of this, our country will never be the same. The impact that these events has had is similar in some ways and different in others. 
	
	The purposes of these events are very different from one another.   The purpose of the March on Washington, D.C. was to gain equal civil rights for all of the citizens of the United States.  This was an admirable goal to try to achieve.  However, in contrast, the purpose of the terror attacks was to wreak havoc on our country by destroying the main location of our financial trading, while also killing many of our citizens.  Clearly, two very different purposes are seen here.

	In addition, the processes that were undertaken in both situations are extremely different.  The March on Washington, D.C. was a peaceful demonstration, one filled with songs, joy, love, and inspirational speakers.  It was during this demonstration that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his famous “I Have A Dream” speech, which talks about an idyllic land of equality and harmony among races-his dream.  In a very dramatic opposite, the terrorist attacks of September 11th utilized aircraft to crash into the World Trade Center and the Pentagon in an attempt to paralyze the economy of the United States while also brutally murdering over 3000 of our citizens. This is quite the contrast to a simple, peaceful demonstration.

	While the leaders of both The March on Washington, D.C. and the terrorist attacks were highly influential men, that is where the similarities end.  The leaders of The March on Washington, D.C. were educated, well-respected individuals who believed that a peaceful process of change was the best way to go about major shifts in the thinking of society.  They knew that in order for there to be equal rights for all citizens of this nation that the mindset of our citizens, as well as the laws, needed to change.  Forcing change upon people doesn’t usually go over well, so by slowly educating people about the civil rights problems and inequalities, the leaders of The March on Washington, D.C. felt that they could begin to make progress and changes.  In contrast, the leaders of the terrorist attacks used violence and scare tactics to attempt to accomplish their goals. As is usual, brute force failed.

	Finally, the outcomes of both The March on Washington, D.C. and the terrorist attacks were quite different.  The March on Washington, D.C. ended as it had started, peacefully and with no loss of lives.  The information shared that day was processed, and laws were changed as a result.  Ultimately, the Civil Rights Movement was successful from the events of that day in August 1963.  On the other hand, the September 11th attacks were not successful.  While Al Qaida wanted to shut down the economy of the United States, that failed to happen.  They also wanted to scare us into backing down on fighting the war on terror and supporting the spread of democracy, but that failed to happen as well.  In fact, the main leaders of the terror attacks were themselves held accountable for their actions and are no longer leading the organizations that devised the 9/11 plan.

	Overall, after The March on Washington, D.C. and the terror attacks of 9/11 things in our nation did change.  Many things changed for the better.  Job and schools became equal and safer.  Families became stronger. Citizens of our nation united for the good of all people, and together we stood strong against evil.  While change is sometimes hard to accept, and it comes about through sometimes very differing measures, it isn’t always for the worst.  Our nation has moved forward and changed due to significant events in our history, and The March on Washington, D.C. and the terror attacks of September 11th, 2001, are just two of the many that our nation, by the people and for the people, has withstood, for the people of this nation’s future.
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