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Marijuana Seminar

Introduction and background:  In November 1996 voters passed Proposition 215 which legalized the medicinal use of marijuana.  Prop 215 made it legal by state law to cultivate (grow) and possess (own) marijuana for personal use as long as it was used for the treatment of disease and prescribed by a doctor.   It is still against federal law to own or grow marijuana, but currently people who possess medical marijuana are not being prosecuted as long as they are prescribed the marijuana by a doctor.  

Assemblyman Tom Ammiano has written a bill, AB 390, to legalize the sale and growth of marijuana for personal/recreational use.  His plan is to tax the sale of marijuana.  

Medical Marijuana Videos
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HW3W_e3okUw (National Geographic Taboo)
http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?section=news/iteam&id=6802270 (CA’s most prolific doctor)

Pro medical marijuana


Con Medical Marijuana




Seminar Preparation Questions

Please read the following papers carefully.  You may take notes in the margins and highlight important sections of the text.  Your text will be collected and your comments graded as part of the seminar grade.

1. How does marijuana affect the brain?

2. How does marijuana affect on the lungs?

3.  How does marijuana affect learning and social behavior?

4. Who is smoking pot?

5. What is your opinion on Prop. 215 (the legalization of medicinal marijuana)?  Support your opinion with facts.
6. Based on the drunk driving information and what you know about marijuana’s effect on the brain and body, is driving while high dangerous?  What do you think will happen in regards to driving if marijuana is legalized for recreational uses? 

7. Imagine a marijuana store opened here in Menlo Park selling marijuana to those with a prescription.  What would the affects be on the city, our community and downtown?

8. Alcohol and tobacco are legal, and now we’ve learned how deadly they are and realize that they are very damaging to society. We learned through prohibition it is very hard (or impossible) to make a legal substance illegal.   In 1937 we made marijuana illegal, but slowly parts of that legislation are being overturned, and marijuana is now becoming legal (under certain conditions).  If we make marijuana completely legal like alcohol and tobacco, will it only be a matter on time before we regret that decision?  Why or why not?

9. Do you think marijuana should be legalized for recreational (fun) use, why or why not? 
10. Do you think its ok for adults to do drugs?  Why or why not?    Is it more ok for one group of people (adults, teens etc) to do drugs than another?

11. Is any use abuse?  What amount of use do you think constitutes abuse of marijuana?

12. Why do you think teens smoke pot?
