8th Grade English/Language Arts Syllabus
Mrs. Weideman
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Class Description: 
English/Language Arts is an exciting block class that incorporates and connects reading and writing. Students will attend class for two periods making one English block. We have the privilege of reading, writing, studying grammar, mechanics, and speaking / listening in this class! The block is structured so that students will experience a variety of different activities in one session. The overall goal of ELA is to improve each student as a reader, writer and communicator.

Goal:
· The English block is structured around students meeting the South Dakota Common Core Standards related to Literature, Informational Text, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language.

Grading:
This class follows the school wide standards based grading below. A majority of a student’s grade is based on final projects, quizzes/tests, essays, etc. Feedback will be given on daily work, and assignments may need to be revised or redone since they are used as practice for final assessments

Grading Scale:
Meets Standard (M) 		90% and above
Progressing (P)			80 - 89.5%
Emerging (E)			70 – 79.5%
Standard Not Met (N)		69.4% and below
Incomplete (I)			Inadequate Work: Final Grade Not Assigned
Standard Not Assessed ( )  	No Scores in Gradebook
	


Reading List:
(Novels):
The Giver by Lois Lowry
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
Night by Elie Wiesel
Holocaust Lit Circle books outlined in SB
Tears of a Tiger
Possible Lit Circle Books:
i.  Forged by Fire
ii. Darkness Before Dawn
(Other written works, some books may be added or changed as the year progresses)

Free Reading:
Students are responsible for bringing a free reading book with them to every class.  Each student will complete one book project per quarter from a list of project ideas. Free reading books will be chosen early in the quarter and I will keep a list of what books students are reading for their project. We will also have opportunities for free reading in class, typically on Fridays.

Supplies:
You are expected to bring your Springboard book, a writing utensil, a notebook(s), device and a free reading book to every class. 

Absences:
Plan for makeup work in advance if you know you will be gone. You are responsible for completing assignments on time that are announced before you are absent. If you are gone for an unplanned reason, pick up the makeup assignments when you get back.

Redo Work:					
You are allowed and encouraged to redo daily assignments for a better grade and will be required to revise essays since that is the best way to learn how to write.

Late Work:
[image: MCj03972040000[1]]Late assignments follow the Homework Recovery Policy outlined in the assignment notebook. When an assignment is late, students will be placed on the ICU list until it is turned in.


Classroom Behavior:
Learning can be a fun and positive experience when students act appropriately. Here are the rules we will follow in this classroom as created and agreed upon by students:

1. Be kind.
2. Be respectful.
3. Use technology appropriately.
4. Be respectful of other people’s things.
5. Be helpful.
6. Have a positive attitude.
7. Be on time and prepared for class.

Plagiarism
[bookmark: _GoBack]Plagiarism is defined by Dictionary.com as: the unauthorized use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of another author and the representation of them as one's own original work. Plagiarism includes copying someone else’s writing or thoughts from a book, journal, encyclopedia or the Internet. Changing some of the words of another author’s writing and passing it off as one’s own is also plagiarizing. Plagiarizing is a form of cheating and may result in a zero for that assignment.


Contact Me: 
Please feel free to email or call me anytime with any questions or concerns you may have: allison.weideman@k12.sd.us, (P) 743-2567 ext. 5290.
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