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 Course Description: In biology, you observe and analyze the characteristic properties of living organisms, including becoming familiar with homeostatic functions, exploring cellular structure and function and mechanisms of transport within cells, classifying organisms, and surveying the kingdoms of living organisms. You will utilize critical thinking skills to develop a greater appreciation of life and man’s role in preserving life and the environment. You will also analyze the cause and effect of the physical of the physical environment on the health and well-being of organisms.

Proper laboratory techniques will also be a major component of this course.  Laboratory activities in the course include microscopy, use of dissection instruments, and handling of laboratory chemicals and specimens.  We may also explore modern advances in scientific investigation such as forensic science. 
There will be occasional projects in the general Biology I courses, as well as periodic tests, quizzes, and research activities.  Finally, because Biology is an SOL tested class, we will be taking benchmark tests each nine weeks.

Class Expectations:
1. Everyone is expected to enter the classroom in an orderly manner and take their seats before the end of the bell.
2. Everyone is expected to be prepared for class before they take their seats.  You will be expected to have your textbook, paper, and pencil each day.
3. Everyone is expected to follow all laboratory procedures and safety protocols.
4. Everyone is expected to do their own work. Homework should be completed before class time and is due at the BEGINNING of class.  Cheating will not be tolerated and will result in a ZERO on the assignment for both students involved.

Grading Policy:

Tests and Quizzes:  40%

Quizzes:  10%

Homework, Class work, Labs:  50%

In the event of an absence:
If you know you will be absent from school, it is your responsibility to be sure to ask for work prior to the absence.  Otherwise, my assignments are updated weekly on my website and should be used to complete work for an unexpected absence.  According to school board policy, you have three (3) days after the absence to turn in all missing work.  

GRAD:

GRAD referrals will be utilized in this class when a student has 3 or more missing assignments.  If you do not make up work from an absence, do not turn in homework, fail to complete class work, etc, you will be referred to GRAD.  Any work completed in the GRAD program will receive partial credit upon completion.  Partially complete GRAD work will not be accepted.

