World History II:  World History, 1500 A.D. to the Present
Ms. Amy Looney







Rm. 221

“History is unchangeable.  What we do is look at the beauty marks and the warts, and we learn from them.”







--Dr. James “Bud” Robertson

E-Mail:  looney@wcs.k12.va.us
Websites:  
http://www.quia.com/pages/looneyworldhistory2.html


Please also visit our Moodle page and look for Ms. Looney on Facebook!
Course Description:  
World History II examines the history and culture of the world from 1000 A. D. to the present. Students will recognize the contributions made during major time periods, including the Industrial Revolution and its lasting impact, the Renaissance and Reformation, and major military revolutions.  World History I (to 1500) is a prerequisite for this course.

Textbook and Supplementary Materials: Glencoe World History by Spielvogel

This year, we will be using a classroom set of textbooks; books will be stored in Ms. Looney’s classroom.  Ms. Looney will provide other handouts and/or supplementary material.  

Materials to be supplied by student:
You are required to purchase a three-ring binder [at least 2”] and notebook paper and pencils and/or pens (blue and black ink only, please).  Please also purchase a planner or agenda in which you will record assignments and due dates.  If you want to use pens, you should also purchase correction tape or correction fluid, either in a bottle or pen.  If you cannot afford such supplies, please see Ms. Looney at your convenience.  Always come to class prepared!
Class Mission
Our mission is to become effective and responsible student-citizens who actively participate and take pride in our classroom, our school, and our community.
Classroom Rules:  In this class, you are considered “student-citizens.”  On the first day, we will talk about the meaning of citizenship, as well as classroom goals and objectives.  Two basic rights and responsibilities exist in this classroom.  They are:
· Everyone has a right to be respected.

· No one has a right to interfere with learning.

Consequently, our classroom rules reflect these rights and encourage you to emulate the behaviors of a model citizen.

1. Be respectful.  Treat your teacher and fellow students with politeness and respect.  Speak in a normal tone of voice, and listen attentively.  No swearing, teasing, rude remarks, rude gestures, or put-downs.
2. Be prompt and prepared for class each day.  Be ready to learn when class begins.  Have materials with you and know due dates.  Students are not expected to waste class time going to lockers or asking for loans of class materials.  
3. Be productive.  Turn in work on time, and always do your best.  
Conferences and Homework Help:
Students and/or parents with questions and/or concerns may e-mail Ms. Looney at looney@wcs.k12.va.us.  Ms. Looney will also be available for after-school meetings each day until 3:30 p.m., or by appointment.  Please arrive promptly to your scheduled meeting.  If you cannot attend, you should notify me as soon as possible, preferably within 24 hours.
__________________________

Assignments

On all assignments, quality is job one.  Our goal is to always produce quality work, the kind of work which will be required when you enter the work force as an adult.  Value and respect yourself, and reflect this in the work you produce for our class.

Classwork & Homework:

Classwork and homework assigned in this class is meaningful and has a purpose.  Ms. Looney will explain the requirements of any homework assignment, including the importance of the assignment and the method of evaluation.  Assignments are to be turned in on the due date.  
Each day late = loss of 5 points per day
Students are responsible for keeping up with and turning in daily assignments. Late work is detrimental to your grade…avoid it!

Make-Up Work:


I expect students to follow the directions provided and complete and turn in assignments on time.  Every student is expected to make up all work missed in class regardless of the reason for the absence.  You are responsible for finding out from Ms. Looney what work you missed immediately upon returning to school.  At no time are you to miss additional class time or other classes to make up work.  You will have three (3) school days to make up work if you have been absent three (3) or fewer consecutive days.  After three (3) consecutive days of absences, you will have one (1) additional day to make up work for each additional day’s absence.  Failure to complete make-up work within the allotted time will result in a lower student’s grade.  This policy is strictly enforced, with exceptions determined at the discretion of the teacher and only after a parent-teacher conference.

If you are gone for an extended period of time or have other extenuating circumstances, discuss the situation with your teacher to make alternative arrangements.  In the absence of other arrangements, the above standards apply.

Missing Assignments:

Students who complete their assignments usually do well in high school.  Because I want you to succeed, I notify parents of excessive missing assignments.  

Course Website:

Ms. Looney has a Quia website for World History II, which is accessible through the school’s website.  Included on this website are copies of the course syllabi, a weekly calendar, and the pacing guide for the course.  You will also find lists of links and books for further information and reading from each unit.  Ms. Looney also maintains a Moodle site for the course.  Please check each of these sites frequently.  The addresses for each site are listed on the first page of this syllabus.

__________________________

Tests
1.  Written materials
All books and other materials must be closed and stored under tables or desks during tests unless otherwise specified.
2. Silence during tests
All students are expected to remain absolutely silent during tests unless asking the teacher a question.  Anyone talking or making noise during a test will have five points deducted for each incident.  Copying or cheating will result in a zero for the test and a discipline referral for scholastic dishonesty.
3. Make-up tests
Tests are scheduled well in advance.  If you are absent on test day, you will know we are taking a test in your absence.  You will be expected to make up the test immediately upon your return to class.
__________________________

Grading Criteria

Grades are divided into four major components in this class:
1.  Homework and classwork assignments are counted once.

2. Quizzes are counted with a scale of 1.5 (one and a half times).

3. Tests are counted with a scale of 2 (twice).
4. Projects are counted with a scale of 2 (twice).
Grading Scale:

100-93 A

92-85 B

84-77 C

76-70 D

69-below
F

__________________________

Classroom Policies
Expectations of Student Behavior:

Students are expected to demonstrate respectful behavior towards their teacher and their classmates.  Your informed opinion is valued.  One of the goals of this course is for you to develop your own “interpretations” of history.  Thus, it is important that you respect the informed viewpoints of others.  Please note that bigotry and intolerance are not behaviors demonstrated by respectful student citizens.  
1.  Be in your assigned seat, quiet, and working on the bell-ringer when the bell rings.
Students not sitting in their assigned seats when the bell rings will be counted tardy.  When the bell rings, students are to stop talking and begin their work.

2.  No talking during presentations.

The only person to be talking during presentations of information is the person doing the presentation, whether it is the teacher or a student.  Extraneous conversation is inconsiderate; it is distracting to the speaker and to people trying to listen.  If you have a question, please raise your hand.  Do not ask to go to the restroom while the teacher is presenting notes.
3.  No swearing, teasing, rude remarks, rude gestures, or put-downs.
There is no room in my classroom for this type of interference; I expect respectful behavior.  There is to be no name calling in my class.  
4.  Keep hands, feet, books and other objects to yourself.
Leave other people and their property alone.  Throwing ANY object, including paper, across the classroom is a rule violation.

5. Bring materials to class.

Bring with you to class every day your 3-ring binder, blank paper, agenda or planner, and pencil or pen with blue or black ink only.  Students are not expected to waste class time going to lockers or asking for loans of class materials.  Do not bring food, drinks (with the exception of plain water), or personal audio systems to class.
6. Follow all teacher directions, oral or written.
When I give a direction it is to be followed immediately without being repeated.  If I say, “No talking”, it means NO talking!
Never challenge a teacher’s decision in front of the class.  I am happy to discuss any situation or concern with you privately on a one-to-one basis.  If you approach me in a reasonable manner, I will listen to what you have to say, and I will do my best to address your concerns.
Tardy Policy:

1.  Students will be marked tardy if they are not sitting in their assigned seats when the bell rings.  Class begins when the bell rings!
2. The third tardy per semester will result in a one-hour detention.  The fourth and subsequent tardies will be processed by the attendance office.  
Policy about plagiarism & cheating:

I absolutely detest plagiarism & cheating!  You will learn how to cite materials in this classroom, and I expect you to utilize this knowledge.  Cheating & plagiarism will be handled at the teacher’s discretion and may involve a meeting with parents or guardians and/or the school administration.

Overall, I encourage you to see me before or after class, or by appointment if you have questions about course readings, assignments, or other course related matters.  I am here to help!  I love history, and I look forward to sharing my excitement about history with you this school year!
Class Period:______________
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