SPANISH II OVERVIEW 

	

Sra. Deborah Doyle

Upper School Spanish

E-Mail: ddoyle@gerstell.org
Telephone: 410-861-3000 Ext. 2134 (school)

410-461-7340 (home)




LEMA DE LA CLASE (class motto):



Where there is a will, there is a way!

Spanish II Course Description

The Spanish Program at Gerstell Academy subscribes to a proficiency-based curriculum.  Such a curriculum stresses goals that enable students to function in real-life situations.  The curriculum integrates language functions, linguistic forms, and cultural context.  Since language learning is a cumulative process, Spanish II students may expect to use and build on the Spanish they learned in Middle School and continue to develop their listening, reading, writing and speaking skills.
 In addition to following the Spanish academic curriculum, each student will be challenged to think critically.  Leadership education will be integrated into class on a daily basis. Leadership skills and characteristics are explored through both demonstrable actions and through the study of historical Hispanic figures.  Guided by Gerstell Academy’s Leadership Principles and Attributes, students develop their own leadership qualities through group and individual projects, presentations, and classroom interactions.  In addition, students study Gerstell portrait leaders and learn of the importance Spanish has played in their success as a leader.

Course Goals

*Communicate with others in Spanish by:

1. Listening to others speak and responding orally

2. Initiating increasingly longer conversations

3. Reading  narratives, explaining them to others and expressing brief opinions

4. Writing emails, postcards, letters and short narratives

*Recognize the importance of accepting individual and cultural differences to develop global awareness.  Students will demonstrate an awareness and sensitivity to differences and similarities in attitudes, habits, values, customs, among various Spanish speaking cultures.

The Gerstell Motto: Liderazgo, Honor y Valor (Leadership, Honor and Courage)

     Leadership, encompassing the Gerstell Principles and Attributes, is integrated in to the classroom procedures and expectations, as well as the Spanish curriculum.


Listen- to the sounds of the language: learning a new language will open new doors!


Enthusiasm- for the varied perspectives of Hispanic cultures increases!


Ability- to communicate and express yourself to become more proficient in

                 Spanish will be yours!


Develop- an appreciation for diversity in the world around you!


Enhance- your learning through cross-curricular activities with art, history, math

                 and music!


Respond- in Spanish during real-life scenarios

Skills(interpersonal) will develop during “charlas” (open discussion), debates and
                 everyday practice of conversational Spanish!

            Hispanic- cultures are compared and contrasted to our English-speaking culture

                 when we learn about artists, musicians, athletes and other historical figures!


Immerse- yourself in the culture and traditions of the Spanish-speaking world!


Practice- makes perfect because the more you listen, the more you say, the more

                 you read, the faster you will acquire your new language!

Portrait Leader:  Roberto Clemente
Materials of Instruction
· Textbook: Realidades II– Prentice Hall

· Realidades II  Practice Workbook
· Realidades II  Writing, Video and Audio Workbook

· Interactive CD Rom or Textbook to keep at home

· Additional course material which will be provided in class includes

handouts, worksheets and books
Classroom Supplies Needed

1. 1” white binder that will be kept in our classroom. 

2. One black or blue pen at all times.

3. Package of 3x5 index cards (which you may cut in half) to make vocabulary flashcards.

4. Highlighter

5. Spanish-English dictionary 
Schedule

A days  9:20-10:35 
PAC room 6
                                    
B days  9:20-10:35     PAC room 6
Tutorials

Tutorials will be offered any day after school by appointment.  Please speak with Sra. Doyle or email her so that we can arrange a time to work together.

Grading Policy

Grades – Grades will be computed as follows:

First Semester:
· 25% Quizzes: Announced and unannounced; both oral and written.

· 20% Daily Grades: Homework, class work, and notebooks.

· 25% Tests

· 20% Projects/Compositions
· 10% Semester Exam


      Second Semester:
· 25% Quizzes: Announced and unannounced; both oral and written.

· 20% Daily Grades: Homework, class work, and notebooks.

· 25% Tests
· 20% Projects/Compositions

· 10% Final Exam 
Exams – There will be a mid-year exam at the end of first semester, testing all the major concepts covered throughout that semester.  There will also be an end-of-the-year final exam.
Tests – Generally, tests will be given at the end of a unit and will be announced.  

Quizzes – You can expect short quizzes weekly, some announced and some unannounced.  These are to ensure you are keeping up with the material.

Homework – Homework is essential to prepare for class and have an understanding of the material.  Homework will be graded based on completeness and effort.  

Projects/Compositions – Projects are an opportunity for academic growth, including higher order thinking skills of analysis and synthesis.  Also, group projects involve students in cooperative learning. Compositions are an opportunity to logically put your thoughts on paper and demonstrate your critical thinking skills in the target language.

Spanish Class Procedures

a.  Entering class

          Sit in your assigned seat.  Take out your class notebook, pen, and 

     homework/assignment.  Start working as soon as you come in the classroom. 

     Then review your notebook.  No talking please.

b.  Arriving late/Leaving during class/When you are absent

          If you are tardy to class, sign the “Late Book” in front of the room.  Please

     review the Student-Parent Handbook for further information.

c.   Finishing class work early

          Take responsibility for your own learning – Be proactive, have a “Can-Do

     Attitude” (QUERER ES PODER) and preview your textbook for the next

     day’s class.

d.  Ending class

         Class is over when the teacher dismisses you.  Until that time, please stay in

    your seat and continue to work.  Do not put away your materials early, line up 

    at the door, or walk around the room.  

Student Responsibilities

a.  “Práctica preliminar”: At the beginning of each class, students will receive a warm-up classroom activity which we call “Práctica preliminar”. This activity should be done daily as soon as you enter the classroom.
b. Homework and Assignments: Students will receive a weekly homework assignment sheet. The homework sheet and all written assignments will be collected each week.   Late homework will not be accepted.  In case of absence, it is the student’s responsibility to turn in all assignments immediately upon return to school. Homework sheets are posted on the Quia website.  (Sra. Doyle will be providing you with the link.) 
c. Refrán/dicho de la semana-  Each week the class will focus on a different proverb , saying or idiomatic expression. Students maintain a cumulative list in their notebooks.
d. Lista personal de vocabulario- Each day during class students will maintain a personal Spanish-English vocabulary list.  The list will be cumulative and consists of words which may not be part of our scheduled unit of study.  Maintaining this list will help students sharpen their listening skills in Spanish.  Sra Doyle will help each student set up and maintain a list.   
Leadership in the Classroom

1. Be on time and ready to work.

2. Be prepared.

3. Participate in class each day. 

4. Volunteer to help other students.

5. Volunteer to assist Sra Doyle with attendance, the distribution of books and handouts.

6. Show respect for other students’ questions and respect to each other at all times. 

7. Respect the teacher. Raise your hand to speak. Follow all instructions.

8. Discipline will be in accordance with Student/Parent Handbook.

How to Do Well in Spanish

1. Pay attention in class!

2. Speak Spanish in class – You’ll be amazed at the results!

3. Use your class time well!  

4. Practice aloud every night for 10 minutes!

5. Post vocabulary cards around your house.  Memorize!

6. Teach your family what you learned in class each day!

7. Don’t get behind.  Turn assignments in on time!

8. Follow the Honor Code on a daily basis!
Quia Webpage and ClassPak
a. What are Quia and ClassPak?

Quia and ClassPak are online learning sites where you can find activities and games related to what we study in class as well as quizzes to take online.

b. How to enter these sites:

QUIA:   www.quia.com; then enter your username and

            password which will be given to you during the first few weeks of school.

CLASSPAK:  http://www.classpak.net; then enter your username and

            password which will be given to you during the first few weeks of school.

c. How to take a quiz from home or the computer lab:
     In order to have access to quizzes, each student will be assigned a user name and a password.  It is important that you do not share this information with your classmates as you will be graded on some Quia assignments.

d. How to do homework in Quia

     Look on our webpage for the weekly homework assignment and follow the directions.  Some of your weekly homework assignments will be accessed through Quia.  Weekly homework sheets will also be posted on Quia.  This will help students who have been absent to catch up.
Content Outline Topics

You will be using Spanish in the context of: 

· Classroom objects and activities
· Classroom rules

· Extracurricular activities

· Daily routines

· Clothing and fashion

· Shopping

· Asking for and giving directions

· Good driving habits 

· Neighborhoods

· Childhood toys and games
· Childhood songs

· Holiday celebrations

· Family 

· People and situations in the past

· How people interact

· Emergencies, rescues and heroic acts
Trips and Guest Speakers
     There will be several opportunities for field trips which will expose students to Hispanic cultures.  From time to time, depending upon their availability, college students who are studying Spanish and members of the Spanish-speaking community will be available to visit our classes.
Sra. Doyle’s Contact Information
You are always welcome to contact me with any questions or concerns.


Sra. Deborah Doyle









Middle School/Upper School Spanish Teacher








E-mail: ddoyle@gerstell.org








Telephone: (866) 861-3300 (school)

                  

       (410) 461-7340 (home)

Please note:  This course overview is a planning document and is subject to change

_________________________


_________________________

Student Signature




Parent Signature

FYI:  Inserting Spanish characters into Microsoft Word

There are several ways to insert Spanish characters into documents.  This is just one of them:

	Character
	Number Pad

	á
	Alt-0225

	é
	Alt-0233

	í
	Alt-0237

	ó
	Alt-0243

	ú
	Alt-0250

	ñ
	Alt-0241

	Ñ
	Alt-0209

	¿
	Alt-0191

	¡
	Alt-0161


