Imperfect

the imperfect is used for past actions that are not seen as completed. Use of the imperfect tense implies that the past action did not have a definite beginning or a definite end.
	
	          ar
	                er
	                ir

	yo
	        aba
	               Ia
	             Ia

	tu
	        abas
	              Ias
	             Ias

	Èl, ella y usted
	        aba
	              Ia
	             Ia

	Nosotros
	        ábamos
	             Iamos
	            Iamos

	Ellos, ellas, ustedes
	        aban
	             iamos
	            iamos



The imperfect is used for actions that were repeated habitually.
Almorzábamos juntos todos los días.
We would lunch together every day.
Las señoras siempre charlaban por las mañanas.
The ladies would always chat in the mornings.
The imperfect is used for actions that "set the stage" for another action.
Yo leía cuando entró mi papá.
I was reading when my papa entered. (note that "entered" is preterite)

The imperfect is used for telling time and stating one's age.
Eran las siete de la noche.
It was seven o'clock at night.
La niña tenía cinco años.
The little girl was five years old.

The above examples all fall within our general rule for using the imperfect:
The imperfect is used for past actions that are not seen as completed.
Good news! There are only three irregular verbs in the imperfect. You must simply memorize them.
	ser
	ir
	ver

	era
	iba
	veía

	eras
	ibas
	veías

	era
	iba
	veía

	éramos
	íbamos
	veíamos

	
	
	

	eran
	iban
	veían



Preterite vs Imperfect:

Remember, Spanish has two past tenses: preterite and imperfect. Most verbs can be put into either tense, depending upon the meaning. The preterite tells us specifically when an action took place. The imperfect tells us in general when an action took place.
words and phrases indicate repetitive, vague or non-specific time frames, and therefore signal the use of the imperfect.
a menudo  (often)
a veces  (sometimes)
cada día  (every day)
cada semana  (every week)
cada mes  (every month)
cada año  (every year)
con frecuencia  (frequently)
de vez en cuando  (from time to time)
en aquella época  (at that time)
frecuentemente  (frequently)
generalmente  (usually)
muchas veces  (many times)
mucho  (a lot)
nunca  (never)
por un rato  (for awhile)
siempre  (always)
tantas veces  (so many times)
todas las semanas  (every week)
todos los días  (every day)
todo el tiempo  (all the time)
varias veces  (several times)


