“The Yellow Wallpaper” study questions
LA 11- Klein/Perry

 Completely answer each question on your own paper. 
1. What is the narrator’s name? 

2. What is the narrator’s husband’s profession? 

3. What seems to be the medical treatment prescribed for the narrator’s “nervous depression” and “slight hysterical tendency”? 

4. Why won’t John agree to take down the “yellow wall-paper” from the room? 

5. What does the narrator believe is trapped in the wallpaper? What happens to it and her at the end of the story? 

6. In “The Yellow Wallpaper” we see a woman teetering on the brink of insanity. In your opinion, what or who is responsible for her break with reality? Explain why you think this using specific examples from the story. 

7. In your opinion, why does Gilman have the main character hallucinate the image(s) that she does? In other words, what is the symbolic value of her hallucination? Explain why you think this using specific examples from the story. 

8. What does this story suggest is the role of women during the story’s time period (late 19th or early 20th century)? Explain using textual examples. 

9. Is John a good guy, bad guy, or a little of both? Explain why you think so; use examples. 

10. What do you think Gilman suggests by ending her story the way she does? In other words, what message is Gilman trying to present by leaving her main character in the bizarre situation we find her in at the end of the story? 

