COURSE TITLE: FUNDAMENTALS OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH 2008-2009:   
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course explores the fundamentals of the Catholic Faith and promotes faith development through academic study, practical application and experiential opportunities.  Topics include faith, Creed, Sacraments and morality.

COURSE MATERIALS:

Textbooks: 
 The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth, Second Edition 


By Brian Singer –Towns, St. Mary’s Press, 2008


9th Grade Survival Guide by Chris Wardwell
                    
Binder and selected materials distributed during class

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

A Saint Viator High School Student in Fundamentals of the Catholic Faith will:

1. learn a theological foundation which will support their continuing religious education,

2. explore the Sacraments through theological, historical and experiential perspectives,

3. reflect  on their personal experience of the Catholic Faith, 
4. be challenged to apply faith principles which promote moral integrity.

COURSE OUTLINE:

Unit I:

A. Introduction to course

B. Viatorian History

B.  Respect
       Unit II: Faith


A. Faith and doubt


B. Revelation


C. Faith and the role of Prayer


C. Faith / Prayer Experience

       Unit III:  Sacraments


A. Introduction


B. Church as sacrament


D. Christ as sacrament

E. Liturgy and the liturgical cycle 

       Unit IV: Sacraments of Initiation:

A. Baptism



1. Background information



2. Faith experience


B. Confirmation



1. Background information



2. Faith experience


C.  Eucharist



1. Background information


2. Faith/ Sacramental  Experience

Unit V: Sacraments of Healing


A. Reconciliation



1. Background information



2. Faith/ Sacramental experience  


B. Anointing of the Sick



1. Background information



2. Faith experience

Unit VI: Sacraments in the Service of Communion


A. Sacrament of Holy Orders



1. Background information



2. Faith Experience


B. Matrimony



1. Background information



2 Faith experience

 Unit VII: Morality

A. Introduction to Morality


B. Conscience


C. The Beatitudes


D. Virtue


E. Sin


F. Grace


H. Social Teaching of the Church

Unit VII: The commandments and Morality, Part I



A. Commandment One: The Lord alone is your God


B. Commandment Two: Do not take the Lord’s name in Vain


C. Commandment Three: Honor the Sabbath


D.  Prayer Experience:  Adoration

Unit  VIII: The Commandments and Morality, Part  II

A. Commandment Four: Honor your Mother and Father


B. Commandment Five: You shall not Murder, Honor and respect Life


C. Commandment Six: You shall not commit adultery


D. Commandment Seven:  You shall not steal


E. Commandment Eight: You shall not Lie


F. Commandments Nine and Ten : You shall not covet


G: Prayer experiences: Peace and Walking with the Poor

Unit XI Creed

A.  Trinity



1. Father



2. Son



3. Holy Spirit 
B. Marks of the Church


C. Communion of Saints


D. Mary, Mother of God


E. Heaven and “end times”


F. Catholic Prayer traditions 


F. Faith experience of Mary and the Saints

