America History Syllabus
Mr. Armilio 736-5340 X2043
Vince.armilio@lps53.org
I am very excited about getting this semester off to a great start.  To make sure this is a great semester for everyone, I have set some rules and guidelines that will be followed in my classroom.  I feel these rules are fair and easy to follow and understand.  My expectations for you include academic achievement and the responsibility that goes along with maintaining a safe and respectful classroom environment.

COURSE OBJECTIVE

· To study major events in history from Reconstruction to the present through the use of a variety of activities.

· To understand how the past made the United States what it is today, and the role the U.S. plays in the world.

· To prepare students with the skills for future education, work, citizenship, and becoming lifelong learners.
Units
· Overview/Review of Reconstruction
· Westward Expansion

· Industrialization & the Gilded Age

· Immigration and Social Issues

· Reform & Reaction: Progressive movement

· Imperialism

· World War I

· America between the Wars

· World War II

· The Cold War: Foreign and Domestic

· Civil Rights

· 1968 through Persian Gulf War
STUDENT ASSESSMENT

· Students will be assessed through a variety of different measures that include but are not limited to tests, quizzes, in-class/out-of class assignments, class presentations, and projects.
· Dividing the total number of points earned by the total number of points possible and then multiplying that figure by 100 will determine the student’s percent score.

	Total # of points earned

                                              x 100 = % Score

Total # of points possible
	100 – 89.5 % = A

  79.5 – 89.4 % = B

  69.5 – 79 .4% = C

  59.5 – 69.4 % = D

    0 – 59.4 % = F


CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS/ STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES


* BE ON TIME, BE PREPARED, BE RESPONSIBLE *

DAILY MATERIALS/SUPPLIES

· You are required to bring to class every day the following materials:

1. Paper/Notebook
2. Pencil/Pen (BLUE/BLACK ONLY!)
3. Computer

Coming to class unprepared is unacceptable, because it not only hinders you, but it also disrupts the flow of everyone in the class. 
ATTENDANCE/MAKE-UP WORK

· Liberty’s attendance policy states that once you miss eleven (11) days in one class, excused or unexcused, you will not be able to earn credit for that class.  I highly recommend that you familiarize yourself with Liberty’s attendance policy by reading the Student Handbook. Ignorance is no excuse. 

· Attendance is also important in that it directly affects your achievement.  If you are not in class, you miss out on class discussion and group work, which is impossible to make-up.

· It is the responsibility of the STUDENT who has missed class to obtain any notes from another student. Material will only be covered once in class.  Therefore, it is also your responsibility to make up any and all missed work.  Be sure to check with me when you return what you need to do to get caught up with your work.  Homework or in-class assignments are due the day after you return, unless the assignment was due the date you where absent, these are due upon your return.  Major assignments and assessments that have required extended work are due on the due date.  Extended illnesses or absences should be worked out with me as to the dates your assignments are due. (Usually an additional day for each day absent)  
Retake Policy

· Retakes are not allowed and any unit tests or final exams. Exam grades will be final once they are graded unless something has been prearranged with me as the teacher. We are allowing opportunities for growth certain assignments that can be used to improve grades on certain assignments. In order for an assignment to be attempted again the student must show up for tutoring before they will be allowed to retake the assignment. If you choose to retake the approved assignment the highest you can get is an 80% on the retake. I will let you know which assignments can be retaken.  
Late Work
With keeping in mind the course’s major objectives of preparing students with the skills for future education, work, citizenship, and becoming lifelong learners it is imperative that students finish and turn in all assignments on time. Homework or in-class work will be accepted for 60% of its original value starting the day after its due date until the day of the exam or assessment for that unit.  After the test or assessment has been given, no work from that unit will be accepted for credit.

The reasoning behind this policy comes from the nature of homework or in-class work.  Homework or in-class work is designed to help students learn or master material for an exam or assessment, not to “boost” a grade in the course.  In the social studies department, exams and assessments are derived from specific learning goals set for the unit and are, therefore, the most important and culminating feature of measuring a student’s success in the course.  Accepting homework or in-class work after the exam or assessment might raise the student’s grade but would not support the belief that homework and in-class work serve to help a student succeed on an assessment or exam, which in turn shows proficiency in meeting learning goals.

· Talk to me with individual concerns before or after school/class, not during class time.
TARDIES

· You are expected to be in the room with all required materials when the bell rings or you will earn a tardy.  If you come to class unprepared you will receive a tardy.  Students will not be allowed to go to their lockers once class has begun.

· Again, I strongly recommend that you are familiar with policies set forth in the Student Handbook in regards to Tardies.
CLASS BEHAVIOR

· We all know what makes the climate of a classroom a good one.  This course is designed to incorporate class discussion and group work.  For this to be effective, it is extremely important that students are respectful of other’s ideas, opinions, and right to learn in an environment that promotes mutual trust.  I expect students to act appropriately in interacting with eachother and me.

· Please raise your hand to speak.  It is impossible to have a good class discussion when more than one person is talking at a time. Give others your full attention when they are talking.

· Disruptive talking and behavior will not be tolerated.  You do not have the right to affect other student learning due to the lack of your own self-control.

· Remain in your seat unless you have been instructed otherwise.

ELECTRONICS POLICY - No electronic devices should be used in class. If working on independent projects students may wear headphones after receiving permission. 
· 1st OFFENSE – Warning and put away.
· After Warning – Device will be taken and held by me till the end of class.
HONESTY

· Cheating, plagiarism (the taking of another’s ideas or words and using them as your own), dishonesty, lying, stealing, etc. will not be tolerated in this class.  Cheating or plagiarizing on assignments, projects, papers, tests, etc. will result in a zero for the assignment as well as any applicable disciplinary actions taken by the school.
· If you are not sure if something would be considered plagiarized check your Writing Handbook or ask me.

If you follow these simple rules, which are really just common sense, your experience in America History will be both successful and enjoyable.  Do not hesitate to see me if you are having problems in this class.  My door is always open, both before and after school, to help my students achieve success.

