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Driver Education is taught in accordance with all laws and regulations established by the Virginia Department of Education and the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles.

Goals:

The  purpose of driver education is to provide students with a detailed understanding of the fundamentals of driving and foster responsible attitudes and behaviors.  As a result of the traffic safety instruction, students will be able to:

· Demonstrate a working knowledge of the rules and procedures of a motor vehicle.

· Identify and analyze the physical and psychological conditions that affect driver performance.

· Display responsible driving behaviors.

· Apply knowledge processes and skills to become safe, competent users of  highway transportation system.

Course Topics:

· Virginia driver licensing responsibilities

· Preparing to operate a vehicle

· Basic maneuvering tasks

· Information processing

· Driver performance-personal factors

· Driver responsibilities and adverse conditions

· Driver responsibilities and vehicle function

· Driver responsibilities and making informed choices

· Behind-the-wheel and in-car instruction

Standards of Learning 
DE.1  The student will demonstrate and understand Virginia traffic laws, licensing procedures, and  other responsibilities associated with the driving privilege

DE. 2  The student will demonstrate an understanding of basic vehicle operation procedures.

DE.3  The student will recognize the effects of momentum, gravity, and inertia on vehicle control and balance, and the relationship between kinetic energy and force  of impact.

DE. 4  The student will demonstrate the ability to manage visibility, time and space to avoid conflicts and reduce driving risks.

DE. 5  The student will demonstrate appropriate adjustments when approaching controlled and uncontrolled intersections, curves, railroad crossings, and hills with line-of sight or path-of-t ravel limitations.

DE.6  The student will identify the characteristics of an expressway and apply risk-reducing expressway driving strategies.

DE. 7  The student will demonstrate the ability to communicate presence and intentions with other highway  transportation users.
DE 8.  The student will analyze and describe the physiological and psychological effects of alcohol and other drugs and their impact on a driver’s awareness of risks and involvement of collisions.
DE. 9  The student will identify and analyze the legal, health, and economic consequences associated with alcohol and other drug use and driving.

DE. 10 The student will recognize the consequences of aggressive driving and other emotions that influence driving behaviors.

DE 11 The student will identify the effects of fatigue and other physical conditions on driver performance.

DE. 12 The student will identify distractions that contribute to driver error.

DE 13  The student will identify changes in the environment that affect visibility and traction and demonstrate an understanding of appropriate driver reaction to these risks.

DE.  14  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the proper use of vehicle occupant protection features and analyze how they reduce injury severity and increase collision survival.

DE.15  The student will identify and evaluate emergency response strategies to reduce  the severity of or avoid a collision in high-risk driving situations.

DE.16  The student will identify and describe the performance characteristics of other road users and apply problem-solving skills to minimize risks when sharing the roadway with:

DE. 17  The student will compare vehicle-braking systems and explain proper braking techniques for various weather and roadway conditions

DE.18  The student will analyze how preventive maintenance reduces the possibility of vehicle failures and recognize the warning signs that indicate the need for maintenance, repair, or replacement.

DE. 19  The student will identify and describe the legal aspects of and calculate the financial responsibilities associated with purchasing, operating, maintaining, and insuring a motor vehicle.

DE. 20 The student will demonstrate competency in map reading and trip planning necessary to be an informed consumer.

DE. 21 The student will research and evaluate personal transportation on the environment and demonstrate skills necessary to be an informed consumer.

DE. 22 The student will use vehicle reference points to establish vehicle position and execute basic driving maneuvers

Assessment:  The assessment will be made up of daily grade (s) tests and notebook work.
RETURN THIS SHEET SIGNED TO YOUR INSTRUCTOR
Driving is a privilege.  It is the responsibility of the student to keep up with daily work and assignments.  Grades will be determined from daily work, quizzes, participation and tests. Driver Education only meets two times per week.   Each student will be asked to keep a driver education notebook/folder.  Students must be prepared to participate in the regular wellness program or classroom if behind the wheel or classroom driver education is cancelled. Students are responsible for making up all work within 2 weeks of absence. There is an hourly minimum requirement to receive credit for the class, so you must show up on your designated days. 
If you are behind in work or not in good standing with your classroom or wellness teacher, you will not be pulled out to drive. It is a privilege!

