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Writing topic: 

Compare/Contrast Paragraph or Essay (Washington and Lincoln)
Instructions/Requirements:

Identify and discuss (with examples) 3 major differences between George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.  Use the reading from Week 2 to give you some ideas for your writing.
· You may consider differences in:
-Childhood; family and/or economic backgrounds
-What areas of the U.S. they were originally from.

-The time periods in which they lived

-Occupations before becoming President

-Wars that influenced their legacies
-Important documents they signed
-Their legacies—why is each one remembered and honored?

· Finish your essay with one major SIMILARITY between the two, 
for example, that they were both very important Presidents.
· You may type your writing on the computer; if you don’t type your work, make sure your writing is neat and legible.  
Transition Words/Expressions:
These are transitions that show opposition or contrast.  You will practice using them with your teacher and classmates, before you start writing your essay.
[image: image2.wmf]
but
however

in contrast

while
whereas
Structure of a Compare/Contrast Essay:
*indent each paragraph (5 spaces to the right)
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln were both great American leaders.  However, they had very different lives, and there were some major differences between them.  For example, (list generally) . . . 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________.
    One major difference between George Washington and Abraham Lincoln is . . . (explain): _________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

_____________________________________________________.

     Another difference between these two leaders is . . .  (explain): _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Finally, Washington and Lincoln . . .  (explain): 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

     In conclusion, . . .  (review differences and give a similarity): _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________.
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Paragraph 1:





Introduction: What are you writing about?








Paragraph 2:





1st Body Paragraph.  


Give 1st major difference with examples / explanation.








Paragraph 3:





2nd Body Paragraph.  


Give 2nd  major difference with examples / explanation.








Paragraph 4:





3rd Body Paragraph.  


Give 3rd  major difference with examples / explanation.








Paragraph 5:





Conclusion: 


End with a review of major differences AND an important similarity.











