Latin Essay Guidelines
Below are my general guidelines on what makes quality writing.  Please use in tangent with the AP guidelines provided with your prompt as well as the Voorhees High School Research Paper Manual available online.

	Mechanics & Format
	Supporting Evidence
	Organization
	Critical Thinking

	EXCELLENT

•correct spelling

•correct grammar

•avoid pronouns whenever possible

•define nebulous/subjective terms such as “good”, “evil”, “just”, etc

•don’t use parenthesized phrases: either make the phrases part of the text or omit them

•proof-read and do not just run spell & grammar check

•is not redundant

•has a formal, as opposed to colloquial, style

•use transitional words between paragraphs

•heading as shown in VHS manual

•page header with page number

•footnotes as needed
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

For advanced notice

•MLA source citation

•typed

•size 12 Times New Roman font

•double spaced text

•single spaced heading

•1 inch margins
	EXCELLENT

•does not just merely state an opinion

•draws information from a variety of sources

•uses verifiable data whenever possible

•preemptively responds to reasonable objections to thesis statement

•uses supporting paragraphs which each give support to the thesis statement
•accuracy of facts

 •relevancy of facts
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

For advanced notice

•frequently employs quotes
•effectively uses relevant quotes
•consults secondary sources, especially academic articles

•consults primary sources, especially Latin texts

•exercises good judgment in usage of internet sources

	EXCELLENT

• addresses the question

• presents arguments in a logical order

•thesis statement appears at the end of intro

•has a thesis statement as defined below

•each supporting paragraph connects to the thesis statement

•hooks audience with an effective and informative introduction

•ends essay with a conclusion that provides closure by summing up all important points and reconnecting to the “hook” in the introduction
	EXCELLENT

• demonstrates an accurate and complete understanding of the question

•ability to apply and interpret information

•effectively makes connections to related or contrasting events or personal experiences

•is able to draw general conclusions

•shows an ability to “read between the lines”

	GOOD

•1-2 missing or inadequate mechanics components
	GOOD

•1 missing supporting evidence component
	GOOD

•1 missing or inadequate organization component
	GOOD

•1 missing or inadequate critical thinking component

	ADEQUATE

• 3-4 missing or inadequate mechanics components
	ADEQUATE

•2 missing supporting evidence component
	ADEQUATE

•2 missing or inadequate organization components
	ADEQUATE

•2 missing or inadequate critical thinking components

	POOR

5-6 missing or inadequate mechanics components
	POOR

•3 missing supporting evidence component
	POOR

•3 missing or inadequate organization components
	POOR

•3 missing or inadequate critical thinking components

	UNACCEPTABLE

7+  missing or inadequate mechanics components
	UNACCEPTABLE

•4+ missing supporting evidence component
	UNACCEPTABLE

•4+ missing or inadequate organization components
	UNACCEPTABLE

•4 missing or inadequate critical thinking components


Heading (from Voohees English Department’s Research Paper Manual)
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Center the Title:  Do Not Underline Your Words
A thesis statement…(from http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/thesis.html) 
· tells the reader how you will interpret the significance of the subject matter under discussion. 

· is a road map for the paper; in other words, it tells the reader what to expect from the rest of the paper. 

· directly answers the question asked of you. A thesis is an interpretation of a question or subject, not the subject itself. The subject, or topic, of an essay might be World War II or Moby Dick; a thesis must then offer a way to understand the war or the novel that others might dispute. 

· is usually a single sentence somewhere in your first paragraph that presents your argument to the reader. The rest of the paper, the body of the essay, gathers and organizes evidence that will persuade the reader of the logic of your interpretation.

Tips for an effective introduction “hook”

· Summarize a related story

· Give a surprising fact or seemingly contradictory statement

· Use a pertinent quote

· Ask a rhetorical question

Source Citation (from Voohees English Department’s Research Paper Manual)
Jones 15
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