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Lorenzo’s Oil – Movie Questions

For more information about Lorenzo, myelin, and ALD check the website of The Myelin Project (www. myelin.org).

1.  As you watch the movie, list symptoms of ALD:

2.  What causes these symptoms?  What kind of fatty acid causes problems and why? 

3.  What is myelin?  How is it important to the nerve cell?

4.  Using your textbook ( see page 1013), draw a normal neuron in the space below.  The myelin sheath surrounds the long axon that extends out from the cell.

Now draw what the axon of Lorenzo’s neuron looked like with ALD..

5.  Why do patients like Lorenzo lose myelin around their nerves?

6.  How does a person get ALD?  How is this disease transmitted?

8.  Removing the very long chain saturated fatty acids from the diet did not reduce the level of these in Lorenzo’s blood.  They must come from another source.  Redraw Augusto’s sink model and explain how it represents what happened in Lorenzo’s body.

9.  A single enzyme has the job of elongating both saturated and unsaturated fatty acids by adding two carbons at a time.  Describe the meaning of the paper clips Augusto used in the library.  What does Augusto’s dream reveal about the paper clips?

11.  Why does Aunt Dee put the combination oleic-erucic oils on her salad at the same time Lorenzo is fed the same oils?

12.  What happens to both Aunt Dee’s and Lorenzo’s fatty acid blood levels after consuming oleic-erucic oils for a month?

Lorenzo’ Oil Ethical Essay Questions:  These questions will be on the final, you will select one to write a full paragraph (at least 5 sentences) regarding your view on the issue. (5 ps)

1.  Patient informed consent:  When the results of a study trial (like the diet study) aren’t promising, should the researcher tell the patient? What if the patient is a child, and can’t decide for himself?  Should parents be allowed to make these decisions for their kids?  How much should kids be told?

2.  Government support of research.  Do you think it is wrong that “orphan diseases” do not get much funding?  Should our government focus on more common illnesses, in order to help more people or fund rare diseases that cannot get private funding?

3.  Prolonging life at all cost:  Mr. Muscatine said “If you didn’t have all this denial, you wouldn’t do a thing to prolong your boys suffering one minute longer.”  Is there a point where life is no longer worth living?  Do you think Lorenzo’s parents should not have put Lorenzo through so much suffering?
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