Syllabus - Integrated Science, 2007-2008

St. Pius X High School - Kansas City

Teacher:  Mrs. Beth Schmidt, Room 350

Contact Information:  Email:bschmidt@stpiusxhs-kc.com; Phone: 453-3450, Ext. 350

Planning period:  5th hour, 11:15 – 1:00 (nonblock days)

Website:  www.quia.com/pages/spxschmidt.html - click on link to Integrated Science class page.

Course Overview

This is a required course for all entering freshmen. The course will introduce chemistry, life science, physics, space science, earth science, geology, and meteorology using an integrated curriculum. 

First Semester

Introduction to Scientific Method

Unit One:  Understanding Weather and Weather Prediction  

Unit Two:  Ecology – Science of Living Communities  

Unit Three:  Chemistry and Biochemistry 

Second Semester

Unit Four:  Geology and Earth Science
Unit Five:  Force, Energy and Motion

Unit Six:  Physics of Flight, space exploration

Tentative First Semester Unit Test Schedule 

Practical Methods Test

Weds- Thurs, August 29 – 30

Methods Unit Test 


Friday, August 31

Weather, Chapter 1


Monday, September 17

Weather, Chapters 2-3

Friday, October 5

Ecology, Chapters 4-5


Monday, October 29

Ecology, Chapters 5-6


Tuesday, November 13

Chemistry, Chapter 7


Monday, December 10

(Check the website in January for the second semester schedule)

Makeup Work and Late Assignments

Assignments must be turned in at the start of the class period when due.  Late work will not be accepted for full credit, partial credit depends on circumstances.

Make-up work due to illness or other excused absence will be accepted for full credit.  It is the student’s responsibility to make up any missed work in a timely manner.  The student will be allowed the same number of days as the absence to turn in assignments or make up tests, exceptions can be made depending on circumstances.  Students and parents can check the website for weekly assignments, and to obtain copies of handouts and study guides.

Grading Policy

The final semester grade will be determined from the following proportions:

40 % Unit Tests (and some mid-unit tests)

15 % Final Examination

35 % Daily Work (lab reports, quizzes, homework, worksheets, class activities.)

10 % Class participation – (classroom behavior, notebook checks, preparation for class.)

Grading Scale

	 94 - 100 %
	A

	 90 - 94 %
	A-

	 87 – 90 %
	B+

	 83 - 87 %
	B

	 80 - 83 %
	B-

	 77 - 80 %
	C+

	 73 - 77 %
	C

	 70 - 73%
	C-

	 67 - 70%
	D+

	 63 - 67 %
	D

	 60 - 63 %
	D-

	Below 60%
	F


Supplies

Students should bring their textbook to class every day.  They need a separate notebook for Science class notes, which will be collected and graded at intervals.  They also need a folder for organizing handouts and other class materials.  Markers and/or colored pencils will be used for some projects

Laboratory Safety Contract

The safety of students is a top priority.  Toward this end, the students will receive and sign a contract specifying the basic laboratory safety rules that must be followed.  They must also have the parents read and sign the contract.  Unsafe or reckless behavior will result in a grade penalty for the day, or possibly more serious consequences.  This includes any kind of horseplay during labs that involve hazards like glassware, chemicals or delicate equipment (such as microscopes.)

Expectations for Written Work

All written work must include the student’s first and last name, “Science” and the class Hour, written legibly at the top of the paper (right or left corners.)  Points will be deducted for missing information, and papers without names will receive half-credit at best.

Expectations for Student Behavior

Students will come to class prepared to work, this means:

· dressed appropriately,

· has pencils/pens, text, notebook and all other necessary supplies,

· has completed any assignments that are due on that day, and

· has taken care of creature comforts (bathroom, drink).  

Do not come to the classroom to ask Mrs. Schmidt for permission to use the restroom, the answer will be “No.”  If you are late to class because of the restroom, show your demerit card when you come in.  Repeated or excessive (> 2 min) tardiness will result in a demerit.

In the classroom students will 

· be quiet and working in their seats, before and during class!

· behave in a manner that shows respect for the teacher, the classroom, and their classmates, 

· follow established procedures for beginning and ending class, turning in work, etc.

· follow the general lab safety rules, and will study the specific procedures for a lab activity before starting the lab.

Before leaving class students will clean up any trash and return any supplies that were used in class.  Students will be in their seats or cleaning when the bell rings (not waiting at the door.)

***Copying another person’s daily work is cheating.***

If this occurs in the classroom, the work of both students will receive a score of Zero.  Subsequent offenses will merit additional consequences, including disciplinary referral. 
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