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1. Bankruptcy is when the courts declare you are   broke.

2. One of the major weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation was the lack of a national court system.

3. Article 3 of the constitution created a Supreme Court and gave Congress the power to create inferior courts.

4. U.S has a dual court system, which means we have a federal court system and state court systems, which are completely, separate.

5. Jurisdiction is the right of a court to hear and decide a case.

6. Subject matter:

7. 
 A.   is an interpretation  of the constitution or a federal law.

8.           B.   Questions of admiralty or maritime law are questions that arise at sea.


9. Parties involved:


10. A.  United States

11. B.  foreign ambassador

12. C.  a state suing another state

13. D.  citizen of one state suing a citizen from another state

14. E.  An American citizen suing a foreign government or a foreign citizen.

15. Exclusive jurisdiction are cases that can only be heard in a federal court.

16. Concurrent jurisdiction are cases that could be heard in either courts, federal or state.

17. The plaintiff is that person who is bringing or initiating the case.

18. The defendant is the person being sued or charged.

19. Original jurisdiction is the first time a case is heard.

20. Appellate jurisdiction is a case being re-heard.

21. Federal judges are appointed by the President, and confirmed by the Senate.

22. Senatorial courtesy is when the President asks the Senate whom to appoint as federal judges to their state.

23. The US Constitution sets the term of a federal judge as life or good behavior.

24. The Constitution states that a federal judge’s salary can’t be reduced.

25. The pension plan for federal judges, they can retire at the age of 70 if they have been a federal judge for 10 or 65 and 15 at full salary.

26. Inferior Courts

27. The Judiciary Act of 1789 created our district court system.

28. Presently there are 91 district courts,  at least one per state, plus a district court in Puerto Rico and Washington D.C. 

29. One or three judges hear cases.

30. The district courts have original jurisdiction over most federal cases.

31. The district courts uses grand juries to gather evidence and to indict defendants (formal charges).

32. The petit jury is used to try a defendant.

33. The court of appeals were created in 1891 to relieve the burden of the Supreme Court.

34. The court of appeals have appellate jurisdiction.

35. There are 11 court of appeals circuits and one court of appeals for Washington D.C.

36. The Supreme Court

37. The Supreme Court is the only court created by the constitution; it is made up of 8 associate justices plus a chief justice.

38. John Roberts is chief justice of the Supreme Court.

39. Sandra Day O’Connor is the first woman to be a Supreme Court justice.

40. Ruth Bader Ginsburg was the second female on the Supreme Court.

41. Thurgood Marshall was the first black Supreme Court justice.

42. Clarence Thomas is the second black on the Supreme Court.

43. John Marshall was the Supreme Court Chief justice for 35 years; he shaped the Supreme Court.

44. Marburry v. Madison in 1803 established judicial review, which gives the courts the power look over a law and see if it is constitutional.

45. John Marshall’s 3 reasons for his decision

a. The constitution is the supreme law of the land.

b. All laws must agree with the constitution.

46. 3)Judges are sworn to enforce the constitution.

47. Supreme Court has both original and appellate jurisdiction, mainly appellate.

48. About 6,000 cases are appealed to the Supreme Court each year, only about 100 case are heard and given full opinions.

49. A writ of certiorari is when the Supreme Court tells the lower court to send up the records.

50. Certificate is when the lower asks the Supreme Court for advice.

51. How Cases are heard in the Supreme Court.

a. Each lawyer can make a 30 min oral argument.

b. Each side presents a written document called a brief.

c. The court reads the records of the original case.

52. The court decision is by majority rule.

53. The court will present a majority opinion, which tells why they voted the way they did.

54. A concurring opinion voted with the majority but for a different reason.

55. The dissenting opinion tells why they voted against the majority.

56. These opinions are used as a precedent in future cases. 

57. The three constitutional courts are:  The Supreme Court, the US District Courts and the US Court of Appeals.

58. Special Courts 
59. Deal with non constitutional matters.

60. The U.S Federal Claims Court: this is were you would sue the U.S but only with consent of the U.S.

61. Redress is satisfaction of the claim or payment.

62. Territorial Courts:  are the minor courts in the territories.

63. The Courts of the District of Columbia:  these are the minor courts in Washington, DC.

64. The Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces:  this is the soldiers court of appeals for court marshals.

65. The Court of Veterans Appeals:  is for ex soldiers having a complaint.

66. The U.S Tax Court: deals with taxes.

67. John Jay:  The first US Chief Justice.

68. John Marshall:   He shaped the Supreme Court, and made the decision in Marbury v. Madison.

69. Roger Taney:   He was the Chief Justice in the court case Dred Scott v Stanford.

70. Salmon Chase:   He was the Supreme Court Chief Justice that approved Lincoln's denial of Habeas Corpus.

71. William Howard Taft:  The only former US President that was Chief Justice.

72. Earl Warren:  Led the report on JFK's assassination.

73. Warren Burger:  He was the Chief Justice in the court case Roe v Wade and US v Nixon.

74. Thurgood Marshall:  The first African-American Justice.

75. Sandra Day O’Connor:  The first female Justice.

76. William Rhenquist:  Chief Justice from 1986 through 2005.

77. Anthony Kennedy:  Appointed by President Reagan, but has become the swing vote on the court.

78. Antonin Scalia:  This Reagan appointee is the justice with the longest tenure.

79. Ruth Bader Ginsburg:  Second female on the US Supreme Court.

80. Clarence Thomas:  The second African-American on the Supreme Court.

81. John Roberts:  The present Chief Justice.

82. Sonia Sotomayor.  This was the first person appointed to the Supreme Court by President Obama.

83. Elena Kagan:  The newest Supreme Court Justice.

