French I- Mr. Brent Fiedler -- Course Objectives, Policies & Schedule  Fr 5110  2010-2011
Welcome to French I.  French is a challenging course of study that combines elements of listening, speaking, and writing as well as exploring the culture of this language.

The text for French I is Glencoe French  Bonvoyage 1.  We will use a variety of resources for our class.  Students will need a 3-ring binder  & blue or black ink pens or pencils with erasers, and college ruled notebook paper.  I expect each student to bring his or her textbook and all of the above materials each day.  There will be disciplinary action if there is a pattern of irresponsibility.

The Virginia Standards of Learning (SOLs) for French are currently being formed, although there is no current Standards of Learning exam.  A great deal of material is covered each day, and good attendance is vital to your success.  If you have at least a C average in your previous language courses, if you come to class ready to learn, and if you are willing to study and work on a regular basis, you can succeed in this course.

First semester topics will include: greetings, time, days of the week, dates, weather; as well as some irregular verb conjugations.  There will be vocabulary to memorize on a regular basis that will be required before the next level may be attained.

The grading scale follows Washington County policy, with the following scores:  A = 93 - 100; B = 85 - 92; C = 77 - 84; D = 70 - 76; F = below 70.  There will be frequent daily grades consisting of pop quizzes or graded homework.  Completing homework well and handing it in on time is an important part of this class, both to cover sufficient material and to prepare your student for college.  I DO NOT accept late homework. Leaving your homework at home is the same as not having it.  Daily grades will be averaged at the end of a nine weeks and the average will count as a test.  I use a total points system for the nine weeks that has plenty of extra credit already built into it.

Cheating will not be tolerated and will result in a zero for the work and disciplinary action.  Copying another student's homework will result in a lowered grade for both students involved.  Do not allow someone else to copy your work.

Since French is a cumulative study, the nine weeks grade, semester grade, and final grade are all based upon an average of the numerical scores, not grade point averages.  It is the student's responsibility to maintain a record of all grades in the notebook and to retain all graded work until after the second semester exam.
I send home a mid-nine weeks report to be signed for every student in the nine weeks.  All students must get this signed by a parent or guardian.  It counts as a daily grade.  However, if the mid-nine weeks report is not signed and returned and the student has a D or F for the mid-nine weeks, I will assign an after-school detention.  Parents and students must make arrangements to leave notes to be signed if your schedules conflict (refrigerator magnets help a lot!). If a parent is out of town, a student may have another designated adult sign and indicate that the parent will be informed of the grade.  If the student loses the report or if the parent wishes to keep it, the student may return a parent signed note that indicates the letter grade of the student.  A report card is sent home at the end of each nine weeks.  Please consult the calendar for the schedule.  If a parent does not receive a grade report, I welcome a telephone call.  The office will take a message.  Please give your child's name and times and phone numbers where I can reach you.

If a student is absent the day of a quiz, or test, the JSB make-up policy will be followed.  I reserve the right to substitute a different assignment.  If a student fails a test or pre-announced quiz, he or she may immediately make arrangements to take a second test or quiz on that subject within three days and receive the average of the two for the grade.  If a student will be gone for a pre-arranged absence, including school-related absences, the student is expected to ask for assignments before leaving and to be ready for any test or quiz assigned for the day of return immediately upon returning.  If a test or quiz is announced prior to the student's absence for any reason, then the student is expected to take the test with the class upon return.  Students who have been absent are expected to obtain assignments from other students and to be ready to turn them in or take pop quizzes upon return to class.  There will be homework assignments.  Take your book home.  It is the student's responsibility to check with the instructor immediately upon returning to class after an absence of any kind to arrange make-up work.

My make-up time will be selected afternoons after school.  You must schedule with me on the posted make-up sheet to make up any missed work.  Make-up work takes priority over any other scheduled activity, including work, sports, and band.  Making up work missed is mandatory.  If make-up work is not done in the allotted time, the grade will be lowered.  Missed tests or quizzes can also be made up in after-school detention on Tues. or Thurs. when there are students assigned in detention with Mr. Peltier.  You must check with me to use this option.  If you cannot make arrangements to make up work, don't miss class.  All make-up work is due by the last day in the nine weeks.

Since French is a particularly challenging course, extra-credit points will be included in tests and other assignments throughout the nine weeks.  The best way to succeed in the course is to study regularly and to hand in on time all assignments.  Gum chewing is NOT allowed! It makes it difficult for the student to learn to pronounce words correctly.  Texting or use of electronic communication devices during class is forbidden!
The chapter readings and assigned exercises will be posted on my Quia page.  I strongly recommend that each student obtain the phone number of at least 2 other students in the class in case of missed classes.  Available times for out-of-class assistance will be posted in the room, but it is the student's responsibility to sign up for help. If parents wish to talk to me, please call during my planning period, sixth period (usually from 1:20 to 2:10).  I am eager to work with parents and students at any time to facilitate a student's success, and I welcome calls with questions or requests for conferences.  You can reach me at work at (276) 642-5300.  Please leave a message including your student's name and where and when I may call. My e-mail address is:  bfiedler@wcs.k12.va.us

I welcome e-mail from parents and will reply as quickly as I can.  If you do not hear back from me within a couple of days please call the school.  I want to respond to you promptly.

I am looking forward to this year and will be happy to assist parents and students in ensuring success.

Sincerely,

Brent Fiedler

French I

Please send this page back to me at school, signed by you and your student.

If you have access to e-mail that you check fairly regularly, please send me a test e-mail with your student's first and last name in the subject.
bfiedler@wcs.k12.va.us

I have read the syllabus for French I.

_____________________________________        ____________________         ___________________

                (Student's Name-Print)                               (Student's e-mail)

Student cell phone #

_____________________________________        ____________________        

                          (Student's Signature)                                     (Date)

_____________________________________        ____________________        ____________________

                (Parent/Guardian Signature)                       (Parent's e-mail)


Parent cell phone #

