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Required Texts: 
Cohen, Samuel, ed. 50 Essay, 2nd edition. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007. 

Lunsford, Andrea A., John J. Ruszkiewicz, and Keith Walters. Everything’s an Argument 
with Readings, 4th edition, 2007. 

Murphy, Barbara and Cohen, Estelle. 5 Steps to a 5, AP English Language,2nd Edition.


Strunk, William, White, E.B., and Angell, Roger.The Elements of Style. 4th Edition.


Hawthorne, Nathaniel.  The Scarlet Letter.


Twain, Mark.  The Adventures of Huckelberry Finn.


Fitzgerald, F. Scott.  The Great Gatsby.


Miller, Arthur.  The Crucible

Summer Reading:


King, Stephen.  On Writing, a Memoir of the Craft


One of the following:


Roderiguez, Richard.  Hunger of Memory


Walls, Jeannette.  The Glass Castle


Wright, Richard.  Black Boy
The course is organized by modes of discourse with assigned readings, followed with students writing compositions in the various modes. 

FIRST SEMESTER

The first semester focuses on basic rhetorical strategies and the various modes of discourse. 

First Quarter

Introductory Information 

Highlights of Course: Challenges and Expectations 

Avoiding Plagiarism/Plagiarism Contract 
Diagnostic Tests AP Multiple-Choice 

AP Writing Sample 

Basic Rhetorical Terms 

AP Scoring of Essays 

Weekly Practices includes any of the following: 

Critical reading: annotation and identifying points of the Rhetorical Triangle 

Identifying the rhetorical appeals: Ethos, Pathos, Logos 

Lessons in Voice: Diction, Detail, Imagery, Syntax, Tone 

Working with common errors: pronoun/antecedent agreement, the ambiguous “it,” and the like 

Sentence variety through imitation and practice 

Evaluating sources, including visual texts 

Cartoon analysis worksheet 

Timed writings focusing on essays read in 50 Essays, Samuel Cohen, ed.
Conversation on Culture

In order to become informed citizens, it is imperative to become fluent in the discussion of culture. Students will select an article from Time magazine or Newsweek and write a précis – a summary of the article, state the thesis, select 3 rhetorical devices supported by quotes, and explain how the quotes relate to the author’s argument.  This assignment will be typed and several students will present their findings every Friday that the class meets. 


Rhetoric of Letters with focus on the Rhetorical Triangle: writer, audience, subject, purpose, context, and genre. A variety of letters will be read and will include a couple from past AP Exams. 

Assignment to follow daily reading of letters and identification of key points of the rhetorical triangle. 
Students will write a letter of two-three pages for a clearly identifiable audience with a distinct purpose. They will follow a required letter format. 



Modes of Writing (Essays or page numbers of those listed will be revised to meet alignment with the second edition of the 50 Essays text.) 

Students will read several essays in each mode, followed with writing a composition in each mode. (Assessments follow at the conclusion of the listed essays.) 

1. Description 
“Dwellings,” Linda Hogan, p149 (50 E) 

“The Stunt Pilot,” Annie Dillard, p87  (50 E)
“Once More to the Lake,” E.B. White, p444 (50 E) 
2. Narration 
“Graduation,” Maya Angelou, p. 9 (50 E) 
“Shooting an Elephant,” George Orwell, p. 276 (50 E) 
“No Name Woman,” Maxine Hong Kingston, p190 (50 E)

 Exposition: Prose writing that explains (or exposes) its subject. Its function is to inform, to
 instruct, or to set forth ideas. Expository writing that we will cover include at
 the following exposition modes: definition (1st quarter), cause and effect, process
analysis, comparison and contrast, example, classification, and argument/persuasive (2nd quarter).
3. Definition 
“How to Tame a Wild Tongue,” Gloria Anzaldua, p22 (50 E)

“Notes of a Native Speaker,” Eric Liu, p205 (50 E)

“On Being a Cripple,” Nancy Mairs, p231 (50 E)

“On Being Black and Middle-Class,” Shelby Steele, p366 (50 E)

Major Book Study:  The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne

Essential question:  How does one define himself/herself in a society that does not recognize him/her as an equal?
