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AP Language & Composition
Course Syllabus and Expectations
2008-2009

Ms. Hilbrecht 

Email: hilbrechtb@duvalschools.org
Course Description:

AP Language & Composition is a course designed to prepare students for rigorous college and university work and to be fluent in the discussion of culture.  AP English Language and Composition is a course in both effective writing and critical reading.  This course, therefore, emphasizes a study of a variety of texts and writing tasks.  Students are taught an array of writing styles with an emphasis on understanding and analyzing the semantic, structural, and rhetorical resources of language and the principles of effective writing.  Students will learn to respond personally and reflectively to a range of literature, focusing primarily on American literature.  They will learn to analyze, summarize and interpret the works they encounter.  A range of literary works is studied in order to familiarize the students with the terminology of the  AP exam.  Students will also have frequent practice in order to become acquainted with the types of multiple-choice questions and the format of free response questions that appear on the AP Language and Composition Exam.

Course Format:

This course meets every other day (A/B schedule) third period for the entire school year.  One half credit is earned for successful completion of the first semester, and one half credit is earned for successful completion of the second semester.  The course will begin with a study/review of the required summer reading text(s).  AP Language students will use two texts throughout the course of the school year: NORTON FIELD GUIDE TO WRITING and 50 ESSAYS: A PORTABLE ANTHOLOGY.  The texts offer a variety of fiction and non-fiction selections. These are provided by the school district.  Other texts, such as the summer reading and quarterly novel studies should be purchased by the student to insure that the material is closely read and is a tangible reference for the student.   Miscellaneous essays will be available on the internet.  Students will also refer to other print media such as newspapers, magazines, etc.   Throughout the year, students will practice extensively the high-level reading analytical skills and the high-level writing skills needed to succeed on the AP English Language and Composition exam given in May.  

Text & Supplemental Materials

Bullock, Richard, The Norton Field Guide to Writing with Readings

Cohen, Samuel, 50 Essays, A Portable Anthology

Douglass, Frederick, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American

     Slave: Written by Himself
Franklin, Benjamin, The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Glencoe, McGraw-Hill, American Literature

King, Jr. Martin Luther, I Have a Dream: Writings and Speeches that Changed 

     the World

King, Stephen, On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft

Longknife, Ann, The Art of Styling Sentences

McCuen, Jo Ray and Anthony Winkler, Reading for Writers

O’Brien, Tim, The Things They Carried
Payne, Lucille Vaughan, The Lively Art of Writing
Rosenwasser, David and Stephen, Jill. Writing Analytically
Roskelly, Hephzibah, and David Joliffe, Everyday Use: Rhetoric at Work in Reading

     and Writing
Strunk and White, Elements of Style
Williams, Joseph M., Ten Lessons in Clarity & Grace
Yagelski, Robert P., The Informed Argument

**Hawthorne, Nathaniel, The Scarlet Letter 
**Miller, Arthur, The Crucible
**Faulkner, William, As I Lay Dying

**Fitzgerald, F. Scott, The Great Gatsby

**Twain, Mark, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
* *Wilson, August, The Piano Lesson
Additional Teacher Resources – College Board and AP Central

**Required reading

Materials Needed:

Three-ring binder

One to two spiral notebooks

Pencil, pen (blue or black)

Post-it Notes

Hi-Liter pens (multiple colors)

Paper – college ruled

Grading Policy:
The quarter and semester grades are averages of your total points on essays, tests, homework, class work, and participation in class discussion.  As a general rule, essays and tests are worth 100 points and are therefore, weighted more heavily than homework assignments.  Writing will contribute to over 50% of the student’s grade. Grades are calculated as follows:
90 – 100
A
Superior

80 -   89
B
Above Average

70 -   79
C
Average

60 -   69
D
Passing

0   -   59
F
Failing
Attendance Policy

The pace of the course is demanding and for this reason it is important for students to attend class regularly and turn in papers on time.

In accordance with the attendance policy of Duval County Public Schools, any student who misses more than four (4) days on a block schedule during one grading period must meet both criteria below to be eligible for a passing grade (A-D) in that course:

1. The student passes the required comprehensive quarter exam (Master Exam) or the required comprehensive project in the course.  A comprehensive exam (Master Exam) or comprehensive project will be given to all students in all courses for each grading period 

2. The student has an overall passing grade in the course for the grading period.

Homework Policy

Be prepared for a significant amount of homework each night.  Remember, homework includes reading for understanding and will be reflected in your ability to participate substantively in class.  This is a highly academic and challenging course and I teach it accordingly. 
Writing

Be prepared for a lot of writing in this course!  The entire first semester will be devoted to composition.  In-class essays are the norm and outside essays are always announced well in advance.  I use a rubric for grading and every student will be given a copy.

All formal essays must be word processed, double-spaced with one inch margins and submitted to turnitin.com.  They must follow MLA format to receive full credit.  If you do not have a computer at home take note of the media center hours and plan accordingly.  I will not accept “computer failure” excuses.  I will not accept thumb drives in lieu of a final draft. 
Students will keep a portfolio of written work prepared for the course.

Students will actively maintain a reading and response journal for the year.

There will be informal, timed, and formal papers.  Students will present articles of their choice to the class for discussion.

Class Participation and Draft Workshops

You should arrive to class prepared to discuss that day’s reading and writing assignments and participate in any assigned group work.  While from time to time I may volunteer you for certain questions, I rely on you to voice your opinions and participate in class discussion.
Additionally, before submitting final drafts of  your major papers, you will work in small groups or in pairs evaluating each other’s work in peer review workshops.  How seriously you evaluate, how specific your comments, and how helpful you are will be evaluated by your peers as well as me.  If you do not have a rough draft on the day of the workshop or you are absent without turning in your draft, a full grade will be deducted from your paper.

Late Work

All of your work must be completed and ready to be turned in at the beginning of class time on the day it is due.  This means that you should not put off printing your paper until five minutes before class time, nor should you show up late to class because you were working on your paper.  Furthermore, do not assemble your formal papers in class. If you do not have your paper at the beginning of class time submitted to the assignment folder, it is late.  Ten points will be deducted from the grade earned for each day that the paper is late.  These major assignments will only be accepted for five days after the initial due date.  No papers will be accepted past that point.

Missed quizzes:  Oftentimes we will have pop quizzes to verify you have completed the reading.  If you are absent on the day of a quiz, your next quiz will count double.  (You need to make up vocabulary and other tests, however.)

Plagiarism/Ethics – Parents/Guardians – PLEASE READ! 
I consider it unethical under any conditions to use another student’s work or published author’s work and pass it off as your own.  Helping another student to be dishonest by giving him/her your work or homework is just as unethical.  
Stanton Academic Integrity Program:
Statement to the Student Body from the Honor Review Board

1. Cheating is not gamesmanship; it is unethical.

2. Cheating may affect not only the individual but others as well, and, hence, is more than the concern of one person.

3. In addition to verbal or written instructions concerning cheating, a student should implement common sense and rational judgment so as not to bring about any question of his/her integrity and honesty.

Description and Judgment of Cheating

· studies (more than a glance) or provides advanced acquaintance with  questions or prohibited material

· studies (more than a glance), actively reads, makes notes, copies another student’s answers

· has test questions or prohibited material

· uses material from a source not credited (plagiarism)

1. The teacher’s judgment is final.  This does not mean that the teacher cannot change that judgment later, but that there is no debate about the behavior.

2. The term “prohibited material” MUST BE defined by each teacher.  For teacher A, a student’s homework response may be prohibited material while for teacher B it may not be; collaborative work in or out of class, and how it is or is not a violation, should be clearly explained. This section should be edited by each teacher to include specifics of how integrity can be violated in his/her course. For example, if students will work on an in-class project or science lab together, when does the work a student hands in become a violation of the Integrity Policy? 

Consequences as School Policy

1. No credit (0) on the assignment

2. An Integrity Referral written by the teacher which is also a Class 2 Discipline Offense

3. The Dean of Students will handle the discipline regarding the Class 2 offense

4. A copy of the Integrity Referral is kept on file

5. A copy is sent home, and verbal contact with parents will be made.

6. Any additional class consequences at the discretion of the teacher.

Behavioral Expectations

► I expect you to treat each others, including (and especially) me, with respect, courtesy, and kindness at all times.
► While I respect freedom of expression, please dress APPROPRIATELY for class.  Please refer to the DCPS web site for the county dress code.  This is an academic forum, not a social gathering. 
► You are late to class if you are not in your seat when the bell rings.  Be prepared for consequences if you are continually tardy.  I do not argue tardies!

► Use your lunch break and free time to use the restrooms.  I will generously give each student 9 extra credit points per quarter.  However, each trip to the restroom will cost the student 3 extra credit points.  Three trips mean zero extra credit points for the grading period.  Your fourth trip to the restroom will be accompanied by a referral to see Mr. Johnson in the office.
► The class is dismissed when I say it is dismissed.  The bell is irrelevant.  Do not start putting your books away until I have dismissed you.
The following items are not allowed in class:

► Other homework – the idea of homework is to do it at home!  Do not attempt to do your math homework or history homework in my class.  I take offense to this.  If I see it, I confiscate it!  I will return items to the appropriate teacher at my convenience.  Learn to manage your time and this should not be a problem.
► Cell phones – These are absolutely prohibited in my class.  If I see or HEAR one, I confiscate it and you may pick it up at the end of the day in the Dean’s office.  Further offenses will result in parental/ guardian contact and possible referrals.  

► ipods, graphing calculators or other electronic devices.   Again, if I see them, or hear them, I will confiscate them and you may pick them up from the dean.

Communication

Although I have a school phone number (904/630-6760 ext.316), I am a traveling teacher and am rarely able to sit down at a phone to check voicemail.  The best way to reach me is via the email address listed at the top of this document.  I will be happy to have an ongoing dialogue with parents/guardians via email to discuss student performance.  I am also available for conferences in person at the school.  Please make arrangements through the counseling department.  Students, my desk/cubicle is located at the back of the Media Center.  I can be found there or in the vicinity daily fourth period.

****************************************************************************
Return Receipt
I have read the expectations and syllabus and understand what 
Ms. Hilbrecht expects from my son/daughter/student.

Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________________
Phone #________________email_________________________  
I have read and understand Ms. Hilbrecht’s expectations.
Student Signature_____________________________________
Student Name (please print)______________________________ 

Student email________________________________________  
