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 4. Symbols that can be combined in an inflnite num-
ber of ways to communicate abstract thought is a 
 deflnition of

 a. language
 b. symbolic culture
 c. communication
 d. numbers

 5. Sociologists would not say that “talk is just talk”  
because talk

 a. is more than just talk
 b. is never finished—some people can go on forever
 c. is a way that people express themselves
 d. allows us to build shared understandings of events

 6. The sociological signiflcance of language is  
that it

 a. consists of words that communicate abstract thought
 b. provides an endless flow of information
 c. allows culture to develop
 d. can be translated from one language to another

 7. The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis challenges our common 
sense because it indicates that rather than objects 
and events forcing themselves into our minds

 a. we make sense of our world by classifying objects  
and events

 b. our language contains ways of perceiving objects and  
events

 c. our thought process is based on collective experiences
 d. we do the perceiving as we navigate our everyday  

lives

 8. Sociologist Eviatar Zerubavel says that his native  
language, Hebrew, does not have separate  
words for jam and jelly. When he learned English,  
he understood the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis better  
because he

 a. was able to see the difference between jam and jelly
 b. learned that they existed
 c. learned that one comes from trees and the other from  

bushes
 d. found out that his native language was wrong

 9. Fred thinks of girls as pretty, plain, and ugly. Bob 
thinks of girls as smart and dumb. Harry thinks of 
girls as big, just right, and skinny. (Phil just thinks of 
girls all the time, so we won’t count him.) Fred, Bob, 
and Harry

 a. could broaden their categories, and life will be better  
for them

 b. will not approve of one another’s girlfriends
 c. could put their heads together and have a more complete 

perception of girls
 d. will have different perceptions of the same girl
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After you have read this unit, you should be able to

WHAT AM I SUPPOSED  
TO LEARN?

 State what gestures are and to what extent 
they are universal.

In addition to language, we use gestures, movements of the 
body, to communicate with others. Gestures are shorthand 
ways to convey messages without using words. Although 
people in every culture of the world use gestures, a gesture’s 
meaning may change completely from one culture to another. 
North Americans, for example, communicate a succinct mes-
sage by raising the middle finger in a short, upward stabbing 
motion. I wish to stress “North Americans,” for this gesture 
does not convey the same message everywhere.

I was surprised to Thnd that this particular gesture was not 
universal. I had internalized it to such an extent that I thought 
everyone knew what it meant. When I was comparing gestures 
with friends in Mexico, however, this gesture drew a blank 
look. Afler I explained its intended meaning, they laughed and 
showed me their rudest gesture—placing the hand under the 
armpit and moving the upper arm up and down. To me, they 
simply looked as if they were imitating monkeys, but to them 
the gesture meant “Your mother is a whore”—the worst pos-
sible insult in that culture.

Gestures not only facilitate communication but they can also, 
because they differ around the world, lead to misunderstand-
ing, embarrassment, or worse. One time in Mexico, for exam-
ple, I raised my hand to a certain height to indicate how tall a 
child was. My hosts began to laugh. It turned out that Mexicans 
use three hand gestures to indicate height: one for people, a sec-
ond for animals, and yet another 
for plants. They were amused be-
cause I had used the plant gesture 
to  indicate the child’s height. (See 
Figure 3.1.)

gestures the ways in 
which people use their 
bodies to communicate 
with one another
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To get along in another culture, then, it is important to learn 
the gestures of that culture. If you don’t, you will fail to achieve 
the simplicity of communication that gestures allow and run 
the risk of appearing foolish, and possibly offend people. In 
some cultures, for example, you would provoke deep offense 
if you were to offer food or a gift with your left hand, because  
the lefl hand is reserved for dirty tasks, such as wiping afler going 
to the toilet. Lefl-handed Americans visiting Arabs, please note!

Suppose for a moment that you are visiting southern Italy. Af-
ter eating one of the best meals in your life, you are so pleased 
that when you catch the waiter’s eye, you smile broadly and use 
the standard U.S. “A-OK” gesture of putting your thumb and 
foreThnger together and making a large “O.” fie waiter looks hor-
riThed, and you are struck speechless when the manager asks you 
to leave. What have you done? Nothing on purpose, of course, 
but in that culture this gesture refers to a lower rear part of the 
human body that is not mentioned in polite company (Ekman 
et al. 1984).

Is it really true that there are no universal gestures? Some an-
thropologists claim that no gesture is universal. fiey point out 
that even nodding the head up and down to indicate “yes” is not 
universal, that in some parts of the world, such as areas of Turkey, 
nodding the head up and down means “no” (Ekman et al. 1984). 
Apparently, though, certain facial expressions are attached to 
some fundamental emotions. Ethologists, researchers who 
study biological bases of behavior, have 
found that expressions of anger, 
fear, pouting, and sadness are built 
into our biological makeup and 
are universal (Eibl-Eibesfeldt 1970: 
404; Horwitz and Wakefield 
2007). fiey point out that even 
infants who are born blind 
and deaf, who have had no 
chance to learn these ges-
tures, express themselves in 
the same way.

 1. Gestures, movements of the body to communicate 
with others,

 a. are more flexible than language
 b. go back to the time when people had no language and they had 

to use their hands to communicate with one another
 c. may differ from culture to culture
 d. are basically the same from one culture to another

 2. The example of the American “A-OK” gesture being 
used in a restaurant in Italy illustrates that a gesture in 
one culture that indicates something highly positive

 a. must be translated in order to be understood
 b. can indicate something highly negative in another culture
 c. can have different meaning for men and women
 d. almost always indicates something positive in other cultures

 3. Nodding the head up and down to indicate “yes”
 a. is not universal b. is universal
 c. depends on language d. communicates different 

  things in different cultures

 4. Ethologists, researchers who study biological bases of 
human behavior, report that expres-

sions of anger, pouting, fear, and  
sadness are
a.  each represented by two basic gestures

b.  different from one culture to another
c.  related to one another

d.   built into our biological 
makeup and are  
universal

UNIT 3.4 // TESTING MYSELF

DID I LEARN IT?

FIGURE 3.1  Gestures to Indicate Height, Southern Mexico

Source: By the author.

ANSWERS ARE AT THE  
END OF THE CHAPTER

Gestures, a 
significant form of our 
communication, differ from 
one culture to another. The 
gesture shown here would 
be meaningless in most 
cultures.

58   Chapter 3

3.4


	Cover
	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Brief Contents
	CONTENTS
	TO THE STUDENT
	TO THE INSTRUCTOR
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	Part I: THE SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE
	Chapter 1 The Sociological Perspective
	Unit 1.1 Seeing the Social Context
	Unit 1.2 Origins of Sociology
	Unit 1.3 Sociology in North America: Social Reform Versus Social Analysis
	Pulling It All Together
	Did I Learn It? Answers

	Chapter 2 Research and Theory in Sociology
	Unit 2.1 Doing Research: The Need
	Unit 2.2 Doing Research: The Model
	Unit 2.3 Doing Research: The Methods
	Unit 2.4 Why Research Needs Theory: A Very Brief Introduction
	Unit 2.5 Theoretical Perspectives: Symbolic Interactionism
	Unit 2.6 Theoretical Perspectives: Functional Analysis
	Unit 2.7 Theoretical Perspectives: Conflict Theory
	Unit 2.8 Putting the Perspectives Together: Macro and Micro
	Pulling It All Together
	Did I Learn It? Answers

	Chapter 3 Culture
	Unit 3.1 What Is Culture?
	Unit 3.2 Culture and Orientations to Life
	Unit 3.3 Symbolic Culture: Language
	Unit 3.4 Symbolic Culture: Gestures
	Unit 3.5 Symbolic Culture: Values, Norms, Sanctions, Folkways, and Mores
	Unit 3.6 Many Cultural Worlds
	Unit 3.7 Values in U.S. Society
	Unit 3.8 Changing Values
	Unit 3.9 Cultural Universals
	Unit 3.10 Technology in the Global Village
	Pulling It All Together
	Did I Learn It? Answers

	Chapter 4 Socialization
	Unit 4.1 Extremes in Socialization
	Unit 4.2 Socialization into the Self and Mind
	Unit 4.3 Socialization into Emotions
	Unit 4.4 Getting the Message: Learning Gender
	Unit 4.5 Agents of Socialization
	Unit 4.6 Resocialization
	Unit 4.7 Socialization through the Life Course
	Pulling It All Together
	Did I Learn It? Answers

	Chapter 5 Social Structure and Social Interaction
	Unit 5.1 Levels of Sociological Analysis: Macrosociology and Microsociology
	THE MACROSOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE
	Unit 5.2 The Macrosociological Perspective: Social Structure
	Unit 5.3 The Components of Social Structure: Culture, Social Class, Groups, Social Status, and Roles
	Unit 5.4 Another Component of Social Structure: Social Institutions
	Unit 5.5 Comparing Functionalist and Conflict Perspectives
	Unit 5.6 What Holds Society Together?
	Unit 5.7 The Microsociological Perspective: Social Interaction in Everyday Life
	THROUGH THE AUTHOR’S LENS: Vienna: Social Structure and Social Interaction
	Unit 5.8 Dramaturgy: The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life
	Unit 5.9 Ethnomethodology: Uncovering Background Assumptions
	Unit 5.10 The Social Construction of Reality
	THROUGH THE AUTHOR’S LENS: When a Tornado Strikes: Social Organization Following a Natural Disaster
	Pulling It All Together
	Did I Learn It? Answers

	Chapter 6 Deviance and Social Control
	Unit 6.1 What Is Deviance?
	Unit 6.2 Comparing Sociobiology, Psychology, and Sociology
	Unit 6.3 The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective
	Unit 6.4 The Functionalist Perspective
	Unit 6.5 The Conflict Perspective
	Unit 6.6 Reactions to Deviance: Prisons
	Unit 6.7 Reactions to Deviance: The Death Penalty
	Unit 6.8 On Laws and Crime Statistics
	Unit 6.9 The Medicalization of Deviance
	Unit 6.10 The Need for a More Humane Approach
	Pulling It All Together
	Did I Learn It? Answers


	Part II: SOCIAL INEQUALITY
	Chapter 7 Social Stratification
	Unit 7.1 Global Stratification: From Slavery to Social Class
	Unit 7.2 Three Worlds of Stratification
	THROUGH THE AUTHOR’S LENS: The Dump People: Working and Living and Playing in the City Dump of Phnom Penh, Cambodia
	Unit 7.3 How Did the World’s Nations Become Stratified?
	Unit 7.4 Why Is Social Stratification Universal?
	Unit 7.5 What Determines Social Class?
	Unit 7.6 Social Class in the United States
	Unit 7.7 A Social Class Model
	Unit 7.8 Consequences of Social Class
	Unit 7.9 Social Mobility
	Unit 7.10 Poverty
	Pulling It All Together
	Did I Learn It? Answers

	Chapter 8 Race and Ethnicity
	Unit 8.1 Race: Myth and Reality
	Unit 8.2 Minority Groups and Dominant Groups
	Unit 8.3 Prejudice and Discrimination
	Unit 8.4 Theories of Prejudice
	Unit 8.5 Racial–Ethnic Relations: European Americans
	Unit 8.6 Racial–Ethnic Relations: Latinos (Hispanics)
	Unit 8.7 Racial–Ethnic Relations: African Americans
	Unit 8.8 Racial–Ethnic Relations: Asian Americans
	Unit 8.9 Racial–Ethnic Relations: Native Americans
	Unit 8.10 Looking Toward the Future
	Pulling It All Together
	Did I Learn It? Answers

	Chapter 9 Sex and Gender
	Unit 9.1 Differences between Sex and Gender
	Unit 9.2 Human Behavior: Biological or Social Factors?
	Unit 9.3 How Females Became a Minority Group
	Unit 9.4 Fighting Back: The Rise of Feminism
	Unit 9.5 Global Inequality in the World of Work
	THROUGH THE AUTHOR’S LENS: Work and Gender: Women at Work in India
	Unit 9.6 Gender Inequality in the American Workplace
	Unit 9.7 Sexual Harassment
	Unit 9.8 Gender Inequality in Everyday Life and Health Care
	Unit 9.9 Violence against Women
	Unit 9.10 The Changing Face of Politics
	Pulling It All Together
	Did I Learn It? Answers


	Part III: SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS
	Chapter 10 Politics and the Economy
	POLITICS: ESTABLISHING LEADERSHIP
	Unit 10.1 Power, Authority, and Violence
	Unit 10.2 Types of Government
	Unit 10.3 The U.S. Political System
	Unit 10.4 Who Rules the United States?
	Unit 10.5 War and Terrorism: Implementing Political Objectives
	THE ECONOMY: WORK IN THE GLOBAL VILLAGE
	Unit 10.6 The Transformation of Economic Systems
	Unit 10.7 Principles and Criticisms of Capitalism and Socialism
	Unit 10.8 Belief Systems and the Convergence of Capitalism and Socialism
	Unit 10.9 The Globalization of Capitalism
	THROUGH THE AUTHOR’S LENS: Small Town USA: Struggling to Survive
	Unit 10.10 A New World Order?
	Pulling It All Together
	Did I Learn It? Answers

	Chapter 11 Marriage and Family
	Unit 11.1 Marriage and Family in Global Perspective
	Unit 11.2 Marriage and Family in Theoretical Perspective
	Unit 11.3 Love and Marriage
	Unit 11.4 Family Transitions
	Unit 11.5 Racial–Ethnic Diversity
	Unit 11.6 More Diversity
	Unit 11.7 Current Trends
	Unit 11.8 Divorce and Remarriage
	Unit 11.9 Two Sides of Family Life
	Unit 11.10 The Future of Marriage and Family
	Pulling It All Together
	Did I Learn It? Answers

	Chapter 12 Education and Religion
	EDUCATION: TRANSFERRING KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
	Unit 12.1 Education in Global Perspective
	Unit 12.2 The Functionalist Perspective: Providing Social Benefits
	Unit 12.3 The Conflict Perspective: Perpetuating Social Inequality
	Unit 12.4 The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective: Teacher Expectations
	Unit 12.5 Problems in U.S. Education—And Their Solutions
	RELIGION: ESTABLISHING MEANING
	Unit 12.6 Religion in Global Perspective
	Unit 12.7 The Functionalist Perspective
	Unit 12.8 The Conflict Perspective
	Unit 12.9 The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective
	THROUGH THE AUTHOR’S LENS: Holy Week in Spain
	Unit 12.10 Religion in the United States
	Pulling It All Together
	Did I Learn It? Answers


	Part IV: SOCIAL CHANGE
	Chapter 13 Population and Urbanization
	POPULATION IN GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE
	UNIT 13.1 A Planet with No Space for Enjoying Life?
	Unit 13.2 Why Are People Starving?
	Unit 13.3 How Populations Grow
	Unit 13.4 The Three Demographic Variables
	URBANIZATION
	Unit 13.5 The Development of Cities
	THROUGH THE AUTHOR’S LENS: Medellin, Colombia: A Walk Through El Tiro
	Unit 13.6 U.S. Urban Patterns
	Unit 13.7 Models of Urban Growth
	Unit 13.8 City Life: From Alienation to Community
	Unit 13.9 The Diffusion of Responsibility
	Unit 13.10 Urban Problems and Social Policy
	THROUGH THE AUTHOR’S LENS: Community in the City
	Pulling It All Together
	Did I Learn It? Answers

	Chapter 14 Social Change and the Environment
	Unit 14.1 How Social Change Transforms Social Life
	Unit 14.2 Global Politics: Power and Conflict
	Unit 14.3 Theories and Processes of Social Change
	Unit 14.4 Ogburn’s Theory
	Unit 14.5 Networking, Facebook, and Technology
	Unit 14.6 The Growth Machine Versus the Earth
	Unit 14.7 The Environmental Movement
	Unit 14.8 Environmental Sociology
	Pulling It All Together
	Did I Learn It? Answers


	EPILOGUE
	GLOSSARY
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	M
	N
	O
	P
	Q
	R
	S
	T
	U
	V
	W
	Z

	REFERENCES
	CREDITS
	NAME INDEX
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J
	K
	L
	M
	N
	O
	P
	Q
	R
	S
	T
	U
	V
	W
	Y
	Z

	SUBJECT INDEX
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J
	K
	L
	M
	N
	O
	P
	Q
	R
	S
	T
	U
	V
	W
	X
	Y
	Z


